
  

JACOB: WRESTLING IN FAITH 

Pentecost 5 

 



2 

 

OUR REDEEMER’S LUTHERAN CHURCH | Martin, South Dakota 

July 9, 2017 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP 

How wonderful it is to gather with fellow Christians! May our praises proclaim God’s 

glory, and may our souls be comforted and refreshed as we hear God’s Word today.  

For our guests, worship follows the order printed in this bulletin. Bathrooms are in the 

fellowship hall near the west entrance. Children are welcome at our worship services. If 

a parent feels the need to calm a restless child, the service can be heard in the entryway 

and fellowship hall. Finally, we’d be happy to have you sign our guestbook in the 

entryway. If you would like a visit or have any questions, our pastor would be delighted 

to talk with you. 

TODAY’S FOCUS 

When Jacob tried to get things done his own way, he caused himself grief and drove a 

wedge between his family. When Jacob trusted God, he was reconciled with his family 

and blessed, as God had promised. 

SEASON’S FOCUS 

On the day of Pentecost, Jesus fulfilled his promised to send the Holy Spirit to his 

disciples. The season of Pentecost focuses on the Holy Spirit’s work with Christians to 

strengthen faith and grow in Christian living through the means of grace. 

HOLY COMMUNION 

The sacrament is offered today to members of this congregation and our 

fellowship. The Bible teaches in I Corinthians 11:28 that self-examination 

prior to Holy Communion is vital; one helpful tool is found on page 156 in 

the front of the hymnal.  

SERVING IN WORSHIP 

Usher: Troy Kuxhaus Organist: Shirley Hahn Worship: Pastor Pappenfuss  
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Divine Service 1 | Page 15 (with Holy Communion) 
This version of the historic liturgy of the Christian church incorporates more spoken responses. 

HYMN  What a Friend We Have in Jesus | 411 

INTRODUCTION 

 In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

  Amen. 

CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION 

  Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to 

God our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us 

forgiveness. 

    Holy and Merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have 

disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil 

and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now 

and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior 

Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

  God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to 

be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and 

by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 

Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

    Amen. 
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PRAYER AND PRAISE 

  In the peace of forgiveness let us praise the Lord. 

And when I think that God, his Son not sparing, 

Sent him to die, I scarce can take it in, 

That on the cross my burden gladly bearing 

He bled and died to take away my sin. 

Then sings my soul, my Savior-God, to thee, 

“How great thou art! How great thou art!” 

Then sings my soul, my Savior-God to thee, 

“How great thou art! How great thou art!” 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

  The Lord be with you. 

     And also with you. 

  Let us pray: 

 Lord God, you invite us to pray to you boldly and confidently, because you 

have redeemed us from sin into your holy family. Grant us the courage to ask 

for your blessings according to your promises. We pray through Jesus Christ, 

your Son, our Savior, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever.  

     Amen. 

The Word 

FIRST LESSON  Genesis 25:19-34 

Abraham’s son Isaac has twin sons. The younger one, Jacob, tries to manipulate events to get his 

way. 
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These are the family records of Isaac son of Abraham. Abraham fathered Isaac. 20 Isaac 

was forty years old when he took as his wife Rebekah daughter of Bethuel the Aramean 

from Paddan-aram and sister of Laban the Aramean. 21 Isaac prayed to the LORD on 

behalf of his wife because she was childless. The LORD was receptive to his prayer, and 

his wife Rebekah conceived. 22 But the children inside her struggled with each other, and 

she said, “Why is this happening to me?” So she went to inquire of the LORD. 23 And 

the LORD said to her: 

Two nations are in your womb; two peoples will come from you and be 

separated. One people will be stronger than the other, and the older will 

serve the younger. 

24 When her time came to give birth, there were indeed twins in her womb. 25 The first 

one came out red-looking, covered with hair like a fur coat, and they named him 

Esau. 26 After this, his brother came out grasping Esau’s heel with his hand. So he was 

named Jacob. Isaac was sixty years old when they were born. 

27 When the boys grew up, Esau became an expert hunter, an outdoorsman, but Jacob 

was a quiet man who stayed at home. 28 Isaac loved Esau because he had a taste for wild 

game, but Rebekah loved Jacob. 

29 Once when Jacob was cooking a stew, Esau came in from the field exhausted. 30 He said 

to Jacob, “Let me eat some of that red stuff, because I’m exhausted.” That is why he was 

also named Edom.  

31 Jacob replied, “First sell me your birthright.” 

32 “Look,” said Esau, “I’m about to die, so what good is a birthright to me?” 

33 Jacob said, “Swear to me first.” So he swore to Jacob and sold his birthright to 

him. 34 Then Jacob gave bread and lentil stew to Esau; he ate, drank, got up, and went 

away. So Esau despised his birthright. 

HYMN  Around the Throne | 549 (1,5) 

This hymn thanks God for saints (believers) who have gone to heaven before us, and asks that we 

may also live a life of faith that will result in our entrance to heaven too. 

Around the throne, a glorious band, 

The saints in countless numbers stand, 

Of ev’ry tongue, redeemed to God, 

Arrayed in garments washed in blood. 
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Oh, may we tread the sacred road 

That saints and holy martyrs trod, 

Wage to the end the glorious strife, 

And win, like them, a crown of life.  

SECOND LESSON  Genesis 27:1-40 

The God of mercy called the self-proclaimed “chief of sinners,” Paul, to be his missionary to the 

Gentiles. 

When Isaac was old and his eyes were so weak that he could not see, he called his older 

son Esau and said to him, “My son.” And he answered, “Here I am.” 

2 He said, “Look, I am old and do not know the day of my death. 3 So now take your 

hunting gear, your quiver and bow, and go out in the field to hunt some game for 

me. 4 Then make me a delicious meal that I love and bring it to me to eat, so that I can 

bless you before I die.” 

5 Now Rebekah was listening to what Isaac said to his son Esau. So while Esau went to 

the field to hunt some game to bring in, 6 Rebekah said to her son Jacob, “Listen! I heard 

your father talking with your brother Esau. He said, 7 ‘Bring me game and make a 

delicious meal for me to eat so that I can bless you in the LORD’s presence before I 

die.’ 8 Now, my son, listen to me and do what I tell you. 9 Go to the flock and bring me 

two choice young goats, and I will make them into a delicious meal for your father—the 

kind he loves. 10 Then take it to your father to eat so that he may bless you before he 

dies.” 

11 Jacob answered Rebekah his mother, “Look, my brother Esau is a hairy man, but I am 

a man with smooth skin. 12 Suppose my father touches me. Then I will be revealed to him 

as a deceiver and bring a curse rather than a blessing on myself.” 

13 His mother said to him, “Your curse be on me, my son. Just obey me and go get them 

for me.” 

14 So he went and got the goats and brought them to his mother, and his mother made 

the delicious food his father loved. 15 Then Rebekah took the best clothes of her older son 

Esau, which were in the house, and had her younger son Jacob wear them. 16 She put the 

skins of the young goats on his hands and the smooth part of his neck. 17 Then she 

handed the delicious food and the bread she had made to her son Jacob. 

18 When he came to his father, he said, “My father.” 
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And he answered, “Here I am. Who are you, my son?” 

19 Jacob replied to his father, “I am Esau, your firstborn. I have done as you told me. 

Please sit up and eat some of my game so that you may bless me.” 

20 But Isaac said to his son, “How did you ever find it so quickly, my son?” 

He replied, “Because the LORD your God made it happen for me.” 

21 Then Isaac said to Jacob, “Please come closer so I can touch you, my son. Are you 

really my son Esau or not?” 

22 So Jacob came closer to his father Isaac. When he touched him, he said, “The voice is 

the voice of Jacob, but the hands are the hands of Esau.” 23 He did not recognize him, 

because his hands were hairy like those of his brother Esau; so he blessed him. 24 Again 

he asked, “Are you really my son Esau?” And he replied, “I am.” 

25 Then he said, “Bring it closer to me, and let me eat some of my son’s game so that I can 

bless you.” Jacob brought it closer to him, and he ate; he brought him wine, and he 

drank. 

26 Then his father Isaac said to him, “Please come closer and kiss me, my son.” 27 So he 

came closer and kissed him. When Isaac smelled his clothes, he blessed him and said: 

Ah, the smell of my son is like the smell of a field that the LORD has 

blessed. 28 May God give to you—from the dew of the sky and from the 

richness of the land— an abundance of grain and new wine. 29 May 

peoples serve you and nations bow in worship to you. Be master over 

your relatives; may your mother’s sons bow in worship to you. Those 

who curse you will be cursed, and those who bless you will be blessed. 

30 As soon as Isaac had finished blessing Jacob and Jacob had left the presence of his 

father Isaac, his brother Esau arrived from his hunting. 31 He had also made some 

delicious food and brought it to his father. He said to his father, “Let my father get up 

and eat some of his son’s game, so that you may bless me.” 

32 But his father Isaac said to him, “Who are you?” 

He answered, “I am Esau your firstborn son.” 

33 Isaac began to tremble uncontrollably. “Who was it then,” he said, “who hunted game 

and brought it to me? I ate it all before you came in, and I blessed him. Indeed, he will be 

blessed!” 

34 When Esau heard his father’s words, he cried out with a loud and bitter cry and said to 

his father, “Bless me too, my father!” 
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35 But he replied, “Your brother came deceitfully and took your blessing.” 

36 So he said, “Isn’t he rightly named Jacob?[b] For he has cheated me twice now. He took 

my birthright, and look, now he has taken my blessing.” Then he asked, “Haven’t you 

saved a blessing for me?” 

37 But Isaac answered Esau, “Look, I have made him a master over you, have given him 

all of his relatives as his servants, and have sustained him with grain and new wine. 

What then can I do for you, my son?” 

38 Esau said to his father, “Do you have only one blessing, my father? Bless me too, my 

father!” And Esau wept loudly.[c] 

39 His father Isaac answered him, 

Look, your dwelling place will be away from the richness of the land, 

away from the dew of the sky above. 40 You will live by your sword, and 

you will serve your brother. But when you rebel, you will break his yoke 

from your neck. 

VERSE OF THE DAY 

  Alleluia. “You are the God who works wonders; you revealed your strength 

among the peoples. With power you redeemed your people, the descendants of 

Jacob and Joseph.” Alleluia. (Psalm 77:14-15) 

   

THIRD LESSON Genesis 32:22-32 

Jacob is preparing to meet his brother Esau for the first time in decades – the brother who had 

threatened to kill him. Jacob spends the night, not manipulating events, but wrestling with God 

in prayer. 

During the night Jacob got up and took his two wives, his two slave women, and his 

eleven sons, and crossed the ford of Jabbok.23 He took them and sent them across the 

stream, along with all his possessions. 

24 Jacob was left alone, and a man wrestled with him until daybreak.25 When the man saw 

that he could not defeat him, he struck Jacob’s hip socket as they wrestled and 

dislocated his hip. 26 Then he said to Jacob, “Let me go, for it is daybreak.” 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=gen+27&version=CSB#fen-CSB-764b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=gen+27&version=CSB#fen-CSB-766c
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But Jacob said, “I will not let you go unless you bless me.” 

27 “What is your name?” the man asked. 

“Jacob,” he replied. 

28 “Your name will no longer be Jacob,” he said. “It will be Israel[b]because you have 

struggled with God and with men and have prevailed.” 

29 Then Jacob asked him, “Please tell me your name.” 

But he answered, “Why do you ask my name?” And he blessed him there. 

30 Jacob then named the place Peniel, “For I have seen God face to face,” he said, “yet my 

life has been spared.” 31 The sun shone on him as he passed by Penuel—limping because 

of his hip. 32 That is why, still today, the Israelites don’t eat the thigh muscle that is at the 

hip socket: because he struck Jacob’s hip socket at the thigh muscle. 

NICENE CREED 

  We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten 

of the Father, God from God, light from light, true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. Through him all things were 

made. For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate 

of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became fully human. For our sake 

he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He suffered death and was buried. On 

the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into 

heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in 

glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from 

the Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is 

worshipped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe 

in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for 

the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of 

the world to come. Amen.   

HYMN  Christ Be My Leader | 367 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=gen+32&version=CSB#fen-CSB-957b
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SERMON  Genesis 32 

“Jacob: Wrestling in Faith” 

 

OFFERING We Praise You O God | 609 (1,3) 

We bring our offerings to the Lord to thank and praise him. These offering support Our 

Redeemer’s and Rock of Ages as well as our synod’s mission efforts around the world. 

Guests need not feel obligated to give, but are welcome to do so. 

We praise you, O God, our Redeemer, Creator! 

In grateful devotion our tribute we bring: 

We lay it before you; we kneel and adore you; 

We bless your holy name; glad praises we sing. 

 

With voices united our praises we offer; 

To you, great Jehovah, glad anthems we raise. 

Your strong arm will guide us; our God is beside us. 

To you, our great Redeemer, fore’er be praise! 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

LORD’S PRAYER 

  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 

us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and 

the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

The Sacrament 

  The Lord be with you. 

  And also with you. 

  Lift up your hearts. 

  We lift them up to the Lord. 

  Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 

  It is good and right so to do. 

  It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you 

thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, 

our Lord, who promised that wherever two or three come together in his name, 

there he is with them to shepherd his flock till he comes again in glory.  

Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy 

name and join their glorious song: 
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

   Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he 

had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; 

this is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them saying, “Drink from it, all 

of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the 

forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”  

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

  Amen.   
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LAMB OF GOD 

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN  Jesus Christ Our Blessed Savior | 313 

As the Bible teaches, our congregations practice close communion. Therefore, ask that 

only members of this congregation and our fellowship (WELS and ELS) partake of the 

sacrament. If you are a member of another Lutheran denomination or Christian church 

and would like to commune with us in the future, please speak with our pastor after the 

service and he would be delighted to explain what that entails. 
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SONG OF SIMEON 

  O Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good. 

  And his mercy endures forever. 

  We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this holy supper. 

We pray that through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our 

love for one another. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  Amen.   

BLESSING 

  The Lord bless you and keep you.  

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  

The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.  

 Amen. 

HYMN  Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me | 389 
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102 Fifth Ave ormartin.org Sunday 8:00 am  

PO Box 293 605 685-6494 Monday 5:30 pm 

Martin, SD 57551 pastor@ormartin.org Sat. 12 pm KSDZ 

 

AFFILIATIONS 

The Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod is a group of confessional Lutheran 

congregations seeking to fulfill the Great Commission. Learn more at wels.net. 

Nebraska Evangelical Lutheran High School located in Waco, Nebraska provides 

Christian training at the high school level. Learn more at nelhs.org. 

COPYRIGHT 

Scripture: Holy Bible, NIV © 1984 by Biblica, Inc. or EHV © The Wartburg Project 

Music & Webcast: OneLicense.net # A-723587. 


