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Welcome to Worship 

How wonderful it is to gather with fellow Christians! May our praises proclaim God’s glory, and 

may our souls be comforted and refreshed as we hear God’s Word today. 

GUESTS 

• You’re our guest, so if there’s anything we can help you with, ask any of our friendly 

members. 

• We love having children in our worship services! If your child becomes restless and you 

need to regroup, you are welcome to use any part of the building. 

• Finally, everything you need for worship is printed in this bulletin, and hymns are in the 

red hymnal. 

TODAY’S FOCUS 

Believers face many temptations in this sinful world, from the temptation to join in the 

overflowing sinfulness to the temptation to want to help God sort out the good from the bad. 

Neither is the purpose of a believer. Our purpose is to live for God, saying no sin and 

evangelizing until his perfect judgment.  

SEASON’S FOCUS 

On the day of Pentecost, Jesus fulfilled his promised to send the Holy Spirit to his disciples. The 

season of Pentecost focuses on the Holy Spirit’s work with Christians to strengthen faith and 

grow in Christian living through the means of grace. 

SERVING IN WORSHIP 

Preacher/Presiding Minister ..................................................................................... Pastor Pappenfuss 

Musician - Martin ............................................................................................................... Shirley Hahn 

Head Usher - Martin ......................................................................................................... Wynn Saxton 

Scripture: CSB © 2017 by Holman Bible Publishers or EHV © The Wartburg Project 

Music & Webcast: OneLicense.net # A-723587.  
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The Common Service | Page 15 
This is a version of the historic liturgy of the Christian church which became popular among English-

speaking Lutherans in America. 

OPENING HYMN  Fight the Good Fight | 457 

INVOCATION 

 In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

   

CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION 

  Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God our 

Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

    Holy and Merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have 

disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed 

to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I 

am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have 

mercy on me, a sinner.     

 

  God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the 

atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, 

I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
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PRAYER AND PRAISE 

  In the peace of forgiveness let us praise the Lord.  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

  The Lord be with you. 

      

   Let us pray:  

Grant us, Lord, the spirit to think and do what is right that we, who cannot do anything 

that is good without you, may by your help be enabled to live according to your will; 

through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

     

The Word 

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON  Joel 3:12-16 

Believers will find refuge in God on the Last Day. 

12Let the nations be roused. 

Let them advance into the Valley of Jehoshaphat, 

for there I will sit to judge all the nations. 
13Swing the sickle, for the harvest is ripe. 

Come, trample the grapes, 

for the winepress is full and the vats overflow, 

because their wickedness is so great! 
14Multitudes, multitudes in the Valley of Decision! 

For the Day of the LORD is near in the Valley of Decision. 
15The sun and moon will be darkened, 

and the stars will stop shining. 
16The LORD will roar from Zion 

and shout from Jerusalem. 

The sky and the earth will tremble. 

But the LORD will be a refuge for his people, 

a stronghold for the people of Israel. 
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PSALM  pg 69 | 18 

The psalm is spoken in unison. 

EPISTLE LESSON  I Peter 4:1-8 

Though we live in a sinful world, believers strive to leave sin behind and live for God. 

Therefore, because Christ suffered in flesh, arm yourselves with the same mindset, because the 

one who has suffered in flesh is done with sin. 2Do this so that you no longer live the rest of your 

time in the flesh for human desires but for God’s will. 3Indeed, you have already spent enough 

time in the past doing what the Gentiles want to do: living in unbridled immorality, lusts, 

drunkenness, orgies, drinking parties, and disgusting idolatry.  

4For this reason, they are surprised that you do not plunge into the same overflowing river of 

filth with them, and they slander you. 5They will have to give an account to the one who is ready 

to judge the living and the dead. 6In fact, it was for this reason that the gospel was preached also 

to those who are dead, so that they might be judged the way people are judged in flesh and that 

they might live the way God lives in spirit.  

7The end of all things is near. So have sound judgment and be self-controlled for the sake of your 

prayers. 8Above all, love each other constantly, because love covers a multitude of sins.  

VERSE OF THE DAY 

  Alleluia. “My Word will not return to me empty. Rather, it will accomplish whatever I 

please, and it will succeed in the purpose for which I sent it.” Alleluia. (Isaiah 55:11b) 

    

GOSPEL Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 

   The gospel for today comes from Matthew chapter 13. 

    

Now is not the time and we are not the servants designated to enforce judgment on the world. Our task is 

to grow in God’s Word and be ready for the judgment. 
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24He presented another parable to them: “The kingdom of heaven is like a man who sowed good 

seed in his field. 25But while people were sleeping, his enemy came and sowed weeds among the 

wheat and went away. 26When the plants sprouted and produced heads of grain, the weeds also 

appeared. 27The servants of the owner came and said to him, ‘Sir, did you not sow good seed in 

your field? Where did the weeds come from?’ 28He said to them, ‘An enemy did this.’ The 

servants asked him, ‘Do you want us to go and gather up the weeds?’ 29‘No,’ he answered, 

‘because when you gather up the weeds, you might pull up the wheat along with them. 30Let both 

grow together until the harvest, and at harvest time I will tell the reapers, “First, gather up the 

weeds, bind them in bundles, and burn them. Then, gather the wheat into my barn.”’”  

36Then Jesus sent the people away and went into the house. His disciples came to him and said, 

“Explain to us the parable of the weeds in the field.”  

37He answered them, “The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man. 38The field is the 

world. The good seeds are the sons of the kingdom. The weeds are the sons of the Evil One. 39The 

enemy who sowed them is the Devil. The harvest is the end of the world. The reapers are angels. 
40Therefore, just as the weeds are gathered up and burned with fire, so it will be at the end of the 

world. 41The Son of Man will send out his angels, and they will pull out of his kingdom 

everything that causes sin and those who continue to break the law. 42The angels will throw them 

into the fiery furnace where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 43Then the righteous 

will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Whoever has ears to hear, let him hear.” 

   This is the Gospel of our Lord. 

    

APOSTLES’ CREED 

  I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus 

Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 

virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He 

descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into 

heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. From there he will 

come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian 

Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen.  

HYMN OF THE DAY Oh, That the Lord Would Guide My Ways | 462 
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SERMON  I Peter 4:1-8 

“Leave Sin Behind and Look to Your Future” 

 

OFFERING Take My Life and Let It Be | 469 (4,6) 

We bring our offerings to the Lord to thank and praise him. These offering support Our 

Redeemer’s and Rock of Ages as well as our synod’s mission efforts around the world. Guests need 

not feel obligated to give, but are welcome to do so. 

Take my silver and my gold;  

Not a mite would I withhold.  

Take my intellect and use   

Ev’ry pow’r as thou shalt choose  

Take my love, my Lord, I pour 

At thy feet its treasure store. 

Take myself, and I will be 

Ever, only, all for thee. 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 O Lord, our God, you are wise and powerful, good and gracious. Your mercies are new 

every morning. Each day you open your hand and provide for the needs of your children 

on earth. 

 We praise you for every grace and blessing. 

 Strengthen your Church in all the world. Let your comforting message of salvation in 

Christ Jesus be proclaimed to troubled souls everywhere. 

 Use our ministries and offerings to extend your healing and your hope. 

 We bring you our requests for the various structures of our society. Bless our national, 

state, and local governments. 

 Grant us civil servants who are worthy of honor and respect. 

 Grant prosperity to our businesses and industries. Give employers a sense of fairness 

toward their workers, and employees a feeling of joy and pride in their workmanship. 

 Help us find satisfaction in all work well done. 

 Invigorate the schools of our land. Give success to every effort that helps students read, 

think, and communicate in ways that will promote an informed and responsible citizenry. 

Arouse curious minds to discover the wonders of your created order. 

 Give us teachers and students who pursue excellence. 

 Strengthen the families of our country. Give fathers and mothers a renewed commitment 

to be good parents. Give children and young people the wisdom to regard their parents as 

your representatives. 

 Lead us to love one another as you have loved us. 

Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 

 Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 

Silent prayer. 

 Gracious Father, we pray boldly as Jesus taught, with the confidence that you will hear 

and with the faith that you will respond for our welfare. 

 Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 

  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the 

glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

HYMN  Though Thoughtless Thousands Choose | 466 

DEPARTING PRAYER 

  Almighty God, grant to your Church the Holy Spirit and the wisdom that comes from 

above. Let nothing hinder your Word from being freely proclaimed to the joy and 

edifying of Christ’s holy people, so that we may serve you in steadfast faith and confess 

your name as long as we live, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

    

BLESSING 

  The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious 

to you. The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.  

  

HYMN  I Walk In Danger | 431 
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