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“Pursue Spiritual Wealth” 

 

Grace, mercy, and peace to you from Jesus, the priceless treasure. Amen. 

 

Dear people in the net which his God’s kingdom, one of my distant relatives, after the Great 

Depression, stopped trusting banks. He felt that his money wasn’t safe in a bank, so he hid it all 

over his house. One of his many hiding spots was in a canning jar hidden in plain sight, hidden 

among many other canning jars in the cellar of his house. Can you imagine the surprise a 

grandchild might have had if they had been sent down to get a jar of pickled beets, and 

accidentally picked the jar full of cash instead? 

Perhaps they’d feel a lot like the man who was wandering in the field, and stumbled across 

buried treasure. When he realized what he had found, he buried it again, and went and sold 

everything he owned so that he could buy that field and keep the treasure. 

That’s you, Christian. The treasure is the kingdom of God, salvation, heaven, Jesus – all of it. You 

know about the treasure and you know it’s value. You know the truth that gives eternal life. 

Embrace that truth with everything you’ve got. The man who found the treasure went all-in. 

He sold everything –used everything he had – to ensure that he got to keep the treasure. 

He’s pretty similar to the second man, the pearl merchant. This man was after fine pearls. He 

knew a lot about pearls, and one day, he found it. He found a pearl that was everything he was 

looking for – and like the first man, he sold everything in order to buy it, so he could keep the 

very valuable pearl.  

Again, that’s you, Christian. The pearl is the kingdom of God – and you have it, and you want to 

do anything necessary to keep it. You know the truth, and need to embrace the truth with all 

you’ve got. 

But are you really ready to embrace the truth of Christ crucified and risen with all you’ve got? 

Are you ready to sell everything to keep the treasure? Are you ready to dedicate everything you 

have and are to keep the pearl? 

Or do you ever feel like you could get the truth and keep the truth cheaper than that? Maybe to 

have the truth and be part of the kingdom of God, you wouldn’t have to give up much at all. 

Maybe instead of dedicating all of your time to seeking God’s kingdom, maybe just one hour one 

day per week is enough, and the other 167 hours of the week, you can curse and swear and be 

greedy and selfish. Maybe instead of giving generously to support the work of God’s kingdom 

and the pastors that he sends you, maybe the church should just be happy that you give 

anything at all from your hard-earned paycheck. Maybe you’d like to hang on to the truth, but 

not if it means you volunteer your talents to serve God, and do it with a cheerful attitude. 

Sometimes we get it in our heads that God’s kingdom, truth, forgiveness, and salvation isn’t 

worth everything we have. 

Sometimes we might forget that God’s truth – available all over the world – is a rare, unique, 

and one-of-a-truth. First, compared to pagan religions like Buddhism, Hinduism, Islam, or 

Mormonism, God’s truth and God’s kingdom is totally different. God’s kingdom is all about 

Jesus as the Savior of us sinners. God’s truth revolves around the joyful fact: Jesus rose from the 

dead, just like he said. But secondly, God’s kingdom and God’s truth is not as easily found in 

Christian churches as some would like to think. You’ve heard it said before, “Lutherans aren’t 



the only ones going to heaven.” And that’s true. The Holy Spirit converts people wherever the 

means of grace are in use – the Gospel in Word, Baptism, and Lord’s Supper. But you can’t get 

that truth in just any church that claims to be Christian. There are many churches that don’t 

offer the Sacraments. There are many churches that fail to preach the Gospel. There are many 

churches that are so distracted by programs and politics and popularity that they’ve turned 

into social clubs, not a gathering of God’s people seeking God’s kingdom through the means of 

grace. Embrace God’s truth with everything you’ve got doesn’t into settling for a watered-down 

truth.  

Nor should you imagine that God’s kingdom will just be sitting there for you later, when you 

might need it or want it. That’s not how you treat something that’s precious! Don’t wait for a 

funeral to be the next time you bother with worship. Don’t wait for a baptism in the family to 

get you in a pew. We’ve seen the examples – you don’t know when your time on earth is up, but 

you have to be ready. 

That’s what Jesus’ third parable is about – the dragnet that caught all kinds of fish. That’s 

talking about local churches, like the handful of Christian churches in town. There’s all kinds of 

people among the membership of those churches, but just because you’re in a church on the 

outside doesn’t mean you’re in God’s kingdom on the inside, and God won’t be fooled. You can 

go to a church, like this one, that offers God’s truth to you week in and week out, but if what you 

are hearing with your ears is not affecting your heart, God’s angels will toss you out of the net 

and into the fiery furnace. 

God wants you to take his message seriously. Many people want to get rich, but God says, 

“Pursue spiritual wealth, with everything you’ve got.” And the incredible thing is this: God gave 

you the truth. He led you to find the treasure. He revealed to you the pearl. 

Are you special? Everyone wants to be special. Are you special because you have lots of friends 

on Facebook? Are you special because your phone keeps buzzing with text messages and emails 

and calls? Are you special because some people, somewhere in the world, would starve if you 

didn’t grow them food? Are you special because your family loves you? Are you special because 

Google says that everyone is special for being unique? But really, what do we offer to God? In 

the midst of the universe that God created, do we bring anything of value to God? We couldn’t 

claim to be any more useful to God than a little rectangle of cardboard is to us.  

God says you’re special though. God says that even if you have no more intrinsic value than a 

little rectangle of cardboard, he’s going to treat you like you’re a mint-condition Honus Wagner 

T206 baseball card worth millions….in fact, the truth is, God want all-in on you. God showed 

you want special means when a baby was born to a virgin Jewish woman by the power of the 

Holy Spirit. God placed a value on you when his own son died in your place. God showed you 

THE truth, the crux of the whole universe he made, the central point of all time and space with 

an empty tomb and a living Jesus on Easter. God changed everything. A living Jesus means that 

you and me, once worthless sinners, are forgiven of sin and made holy servants of God. 

That’s the truth God gave you to bring you into his kingdom, and that is a one-of-a-kind truth 

worth doing anything to hold on to. Is it too good to be true? Could it really be that even though 

I didn’t deserve it, I would be gifted exactly what I need? You might wonder. It would be too 

good to be true – if Jesus hadn’t risen from the dead, like he said he would. But he did.  

Is it really for me, though? I’ve treated that truth like garbage so many times, not like treasure. 

Would God really still let me have it? Yes. It is for you. You didn’t deserve it or earn it in the first 

place, and your poor treatment of God’s Word hasn’t changed the fact of God’s grace. It hasn’t 

changed the fact that God placed a huge value on you – his perfect Son.  



God gave you the kingdom. God gave you the truth. And you want to react to it like the man 

who found the treasure and the man who found the pearl. Embrace the truth with everything 

you’ve got. Jesus talks about how you’re going to do that in his fourth parable. 

Every expert in the law. Would you consider yourself an expert in the law? I don’t mean a 

lawyer, but an expert in the Bible? Do you know it well? Are you familiar with Adam, Noah, 

Abraham, and Moses? And Peter, James, John, and Paul? That’s a skill to work on your whole life 

long. But there’s more to it than that. It’s important to have knowledge of the Bible. 

But you also need to be trained as a disciple of the kingdom. There are brilliant people who 

study the Bible but don’t believe a single word of it. And that does a person no good.  

But, Jesus says, a person who both knows the Bible and believes the Bible – the kind of person 

who’s all in on the pursuit of spiritual wealth is like the owner of a house who’s got some things 

to show and to share, old things and new things. 

I’m sure at your house, you’ve got some things that are extra special to you. Some of them 

might be special because they’re old – a family heirloom. For example, Reuben has a little 

rocking chair in his room built by his great great great grandfather. Others things might be 

special for sentimental reasons, like the box of notes from my wife that I keep. Or it might be 

newer things, like your big TV or your latest truck or your biggest belt buckle.  

Jesus says that, in your Christian life, as you embrace his truth with everything you’ve got, 

you’ll know his Bible and you’ll believe his Bible, and you’ll be ready to share the treasure that 

you have with other people. You’ll be ready to share old things, truths you’ve known for years, 

like the very gospel of Christ crucified and risen. You’ll be ready to share new things too, 

because you keep learning, like maybe this week you learned something new about Peter in 

Time of Grace or maybe a fresh insight, like realizing that Naomi, the mother-in-law of Ruth, 

has extra meaning to someone who has recently become a grandparent and knows the same joy 

that Naomi had when she held Ruth’s son for the first time.  

These are four short parables from Jesus, jam-packed with meaning. Let’s summarize: Like the 

man who found the treasure and the man who found the pearl, God has revealed his truth to 

you about the one and only Savior from sin, who is God’s one and only Son. That truth, called 

God’s kingdom, is so valuable that it’s worth dedicating and using everything you have and 

everything you are to keep it for yourself. You don’t ever want to be found, like the in the third 

parable of the net, that you’ve been hanging around a church and the truth but never bothered 

to take it to heart. Instead, you want to build up your knowledge of the Bible and your trust in 

the Bible so that you are like the owner of a house who has treasures to show and to share to 

other people so that they can have and keep the truth too. Amen. 

 

 

Text: Matthew 13:44-52 

In four short parables, Jesus makes a clear point: spiritual wealth is the most valuable treasure of all.  

44“The kingdom of heaven is like a treasure hidden in a field, which a man found and hid again. In his 

joy, he goes away and sells all that he has and buys that field.  

 
45“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant seeking fine pearls. 46When he found one very 

valuable pearl, he went and sold all that he had and bought it.  

 



47“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a dragnet that was cast into the sea and gathered fish of every 

kind. 48When the net was filled, they pulled it onto the shore. They sat down and gathered the good 

fish into containers, but threw the bad ones away. 49That is how it will be at the end of the world. The 

angels will go out and separate the wicked from the righteous who are among them. 50And they will 

throw the wicked into the fiery furnace where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”  

 
51Jesus said to them, “Did you understand all these things?”  

They answered him, “Yes.”  
52He said to them, “Therefore every expert in the law who has been trained as a disciple in the kingdom 

of heaven is like the owner of a house who brings out of his treasure both new things and old things.” 

 


