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Welcome to Worship 

How wonderful it is to gather with fellow Christians! May our praises proclaim God’s glory, and 

may our souls be comforted and refreshed as we hear God’s Word today. 

GUESTS 

• You’re our guest, so if there’s anything we can help you with, ask any of our friendly 

members. 

• We love having children in our worship services! If your child becomes restless and you 

need to regroup, you are welcome to use any part of the building. 

• Finally, everything you need for worship is printed in this bulletin, and hymns are in the 

red hymnal. 

TODAY’S FOCUS 

Many things frighten us, scare us, challenge us, and tempt us to ask the doubtful question: Will 

God really ______? But we know our God, and who he is (all-powerful) and what he does 

(always keeps his promises) and so we have no reason to doubt, but every reason to trust. 

SEASON’S FOCUS 

On the day of Pentecost, Jesus fulfilled his promised to send the Holy Spirit to his disciples. The 

season of Pentecost focuses on the Holy Spirit’s work with Christians to strengthen faith and 

grow in Christian living through the means of grace. 

HOLY COMMUNION 

The sacrament is offered today to members of this congregation and our fellowship. 

God teaches in 1 Cor 11:28 that self-examination prior to Holy Communion is vital; 

one helpful tool is found on page 156 in the hymnal.  

SERVING IN WORSHIP 

Preacher/Presiding Minister ..................................................................................... Pastor Pappenfuss 

Musician - Martin .............................................................................................................. Judy Kratovil 

Head Usher - Martin ......................................................................................................... Wynn Saxton 

Scripture: Evangelical Heritage Version (EHV) © 2017 The Wartburg Project 

Music & Webcast: OneLicense.net # A-723587.  
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The Common Service with Holy Communion| Page 15 

HYMN  How Firm a Foundation | 768 

INTRODUCTION 

 In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

   

CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION 

  Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God our 

Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

    Holy and Merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have 

disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed 

to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I 

am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have 

mercy on me, a sinner. 

 

  God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the 

atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, 

I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
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PRAYER AND PRAISE How Great Thou Art | 256 (1,3) 

  In the peace of forgiveness let us praise the Lord: 

O Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder 

Consider all the works thy hand hath made, 

I see the stars, I hear the mighty thunder, 

Thy pow’r throughout the universe displayed. 

Refrain: 

Then sings my soul, my Savior-God, to thee, 

“How great thou art! How great thou art!” 

Then sings my soul, my Savior-God to thee, 

“How great thou art! How great thou art!” 

And when I think that God, his Son not sparing, 

Sent him to die, I scarce can take it in, 

That on the cross my burden gladly bearing 

He bled and died to take away my sin. 

Refrain: 

Then sings my soul, my Savior-God, to thee, 

“How great thou art! How great thou art!” 

Then sings my soul, my Savior-God to thee, 

“How great thou art! How great thou art!” 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

  The Lord be with you. 

      

  Let us pray:  

 Almighty and everlasting God, you are always more ready to hear than we are to pray, 

and to give more than we either desire or deserve. Pour upon us the abundance of your 

mercy, forgiving us those things of which our conscience is afraid, and giving us those 

good things for which we are not worthy to ask, except through the merits and mediation 

of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 
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The Word 

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON  Exodus 14:10-31 

The Israelites doubted God’s promised protection, yet, God saved them from the Egyptian army. 

10As Pharaoh approached, the Israelites looked up, and there were the Egyptians marching after 

them. The Israelites were terrified and cried out to the LORD. 11They said to Moses, “Was it 

because there were no graves in Egypt that you took us to die in the wilderness? What have you 

done to us by bringing us out of Egypt? 12Wasn’t this what we said to you in Egypt, ‘Leave us 

alone. Let us serve the Egyptians’? For it would have been better for us to serve the Egyptians 

than to die in the wilderness.”  
13Moses said to the people, “Do not be afraid. Stand firm, and see the salvation from the LORD, 

which he will perform for you today. For the Egyptians you see today, you will never see again. 
14The LORD will fight for you. You must wait quietly.”  
15The LORD said to Moses, “Why are you crying out to me? Tell the Israelites to set out. 16As for 

you, lift up your staff, stretch out your hand over the sea, and divide the sea so that the Israelites 

can go through the middle of the sea on dry ground. 17I myself will harden the hearts of the 

Egyptians so that they will go into the sea after them, and I will gain glory through Pharaoh and 

his entire army, through his chariots and his charioteers. 18The Egyptians will know that I am the 

LORD, when I have gained glory through Pharaoh, his chariots, and his charioteers.”  
19Then the Angel of God, who was going in front of the Israelite forces, moved and went behind 

them. The pillar of cloud moved from in front of them and stood behind them. 20It went between 

the Egyptian forces and the Israelite forces. The cloud was dark on one side, but it lit up the night 

on the other. Neither group approached the other all night long.  
21Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and all night long the LORD drove the sea back 

with a strong east wind and turned the sea into dry land. The waters were divided. 22The 

Israelites went into the middle of the sea on dry ground. The waters were like a wall for them on 

their right and on their left. 23The Egyptians pursued them, and all of Pharaoh’s horses, his 

chariots, and his charioteers went after them into the middle of the sea. 24During the last watch of 

the night, the LORD looked down on the Egyptian forces from the pillar of fire and cloud. Then he 

confused the Egyptian forces. 25He jammed their chariot wheels, and they had difficulty driving 

them. The Egyptians said, “We must flee from Israel, for the LORD is fighting for them against 

Egypt!”  
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26Then the LORD said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand over the sea, and the waters will come 

back over the Egyptians, over their chariots and their charioteers.” 27So Moses stretched out his 

hand over the sea, and at daybreak the sea returned to its normal place. While the Egyptians 

were fleeing from it, the LORD threw the Egyptians into the middle of the sea. 28The waters came 

back and covered the chariots and the charioteers, the entire army of Pharaoh that went into the 

sea after the Israelites. Not even one of them survived.  
29But the Israelites went through the middle of the sea on dry land, and the waters were like a 

wall for them on their right and on their left. 30On that day the LORD saved Israel from the hand 

of the Egyptians, and Israel saw the Egyptians dead on the seashore. 31Israel saw the mighty hand 

which the LORD put into action against the Egyptians, and the people feared the LORD and 

believed in the LORD and in Moses, his servant.  

PSALM  pg  93 | 74 

The psalm is spoken together by the whole congregation. 

EPISTLE LESSON  James 1:2-8,12 

James preaches the Law against doubt, calling out doubt as the opposite of faith. 

2Consider it complete joy, my brothers, whenever you fall into various kinds of trials, 3because 

you know that the testing of your faith produces patient endurance. 4And let patient endurance 

finish its work, so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking anything.  
5If any one of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who gives it to all without reservation and 

without finding fault, and it will be given to him. 6But let him ask in faith, without doubting, 

because the one who doubts is like a wave of the sea, blown and tossed by the wind. 7In fact, that 

person should not expect that he will receive anything from the Lord. 8He is a double-minded 

man, unstable in all his ways.  
12Blessed is the man who endures a trial patiently, because when he has stood the test, he will 

receive the crown of life, which God promised to those who love him.  

VERSE OF THE DAY 

  Alleluia. “Faith is being sure about what we hope for, being convinced about things we 

do not see.” Alleluia. (Hebrews 11:1) 
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GOSPEL Matthew 14:22-33 

   The gospel for today comes from Matthew chapter 14. 

    

Jesus demonstrates the reason not to doubt: the all-powerful God is our protector. 

22Immediately Jesus urged the disciples to get into the boat and to go ahead of him to the other 

side, while he dismissed the crowd. 23After he had dismissed the crowd, he went up onto the 

mountain by himself to pray. When evening came, he was there alone. 24By then the boat was 

quite a distance from shore, being pounded by the waves because the wind was against it. 25In the 

fourth watch of the night, Jesus came toward them, walking on the sea. 26When the disciples saw 

him walking on the sea, they were terrified and cried out in fear, “It’s a ghost!” 27But Jesus spoke 

to them at once, saying, “Take heart! It is I! Do not be afraid.”  
28Peter answered him and said, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water.”  
29Jesus said, “Come!”  

Peter stepped down from the boat, walked on the water, and went toward Jesus. 30But when he 

saw the strong wind, he was afraid. As he began to sink, he cried out, “Lord, save me!”  
31Immediately Jesus stretched out his hand, took hold of him, and said to him, “You of little faith, 

why did you doubt?” 32When they got into the boat, the wind stopped. 33Those who were in the 

boat worshipped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God!”  

   This is the Gospel of our Lord. 

    

NICENE CREED 

  We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  

maker of heaven and earth,  

of all that is,  

seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,  

eternally begotten of the Father,  

God from God, light from light, true God from true God,  

begotten, not made,  

of one being with the Father.  
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Through him all things were made.  

For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven,  

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary,  

and became fully human.  

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.  

He suffered death and was buried.  

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.  

He ascended into heaven  

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit,  

the Lord, the giver of life,  

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  

who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified,  

who has spoken through the prophets.  

We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.  

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  

We look for the resurrection of the dead  

and the life of the world to come. Amen.   

HYMN  By Grace I’m Saved | 384 
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SERMON  Exodus 14:10-31 

“God Keeps His Promises” 

 

OFFERING We Thank You For Your Blessings | 615 (1,3) 

We bring our offerings to the Lord to thank and praise him. These offering support Our 

Redeemer’s and Rock of Ages as well as our synod’s mission efforts around the world. Guests need 

not feel obligated to give, but are welcome to do so. 

We thank you for your blessings, Almighty Lord, our King; 

We thank you for the harvests, Yes, Lord, for ev’rything: 

For flow’rs that bloom in springtime, For rip’ning fruit and grain, 

For all the precious sunshine, And for the gentle rain. 

But best of all your blessings, The rainbow of your love, 

Are all the many mercies Your Word brings from above. 

Our life now has full meaning-Christ Jesus is our God! 

Thanksgiving shall be living The way the Savior trod. 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

LORD’S PRAYER 

  Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name,  

thy kingdom come,  

thy will be done  

on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those  

who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom  

and the power and the glory  

forever and ever. Amen. 

The Sacrament 

  The Lord be with you. 

   

  Lift up your hearts. 

   

  Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 

   

  It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O 

Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 
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promised that wherever two or three come together in his name, there he is with them to 

shepherd his flock till he comes again in glory.  

Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and 

join their glorious song: 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

   Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 

thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, 

which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 
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Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them saying, “Drink from it, all of you; 

this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of 

sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”  

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

    

LAMB OF GOD 

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN  I Come, O Savior, to Your Table | 310 

As the Bible teaches, our congregations practice close communion. Therefore, ask that only 

members of this congregation and our fellowship (WELS and ELS) partake of the sacrament. If 

you are a member of another Lutheran denomination or Christian church and would like to 

commune with us in the future, please speak with our pastor after the service and he would be 

delighted to explain what that entails. 
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SONG OF SIMEON 

  O Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good. 

   

  We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this holy supper. We 

pray that through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one 

another. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
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BLESSING 

  The Lord bless you and keep you.  

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  

The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.  

  

HYMN  Amazing Grace | 379 
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