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“God Keeps His Promises” 

 

Grace, mercy, and peace to you from our Almighty God who divided the sea and crushed the Egyptians 

army. Amen.  

 

Fellow God-trusters, the Israelites cried out, “Was it because there were no graves in Egypt that 

you took us out to die in the wilderness?” They were scared. They could see the Egyptian army 

and they could see themselves, and although they probably had more numbers, they had no 

weapons and no training. They had no chariots. But the Egyptians sure di, they had all of that 

stuff. And now the Israelites were weighing the situation – they were between the Egyptian 

army the sea, and there was nowhere to go that they could see.  

But how could they so quickly forget their God who was even visibly with them? How could 

they forget so quickly the 10 massively powerful plagues they had just witnessed against 

Egypt? How could they so quickly give in to doubt, and focus their eyes only on the Egyptian 

army? 

Moses told them, “Do not be afraid. Stand firm.” They were failing to trust. They were being 

afraid. They were not standing firm at all.  

What army has you pinned in a hopeless situation, where you can see no way out? Maybe 

you’ve been here before: the army that you see is your own physical and mental limits. There’s 

still only 24 hours in a day, and some of them you have to sleep and some you have to eat and 

sometimes you’ve also got to tend to family matters and events, and to keep sane you also need 

some down time and some vacation time, and that’s all good and fine but that means you’ve got 

limits to how much you can work and how much can get done and how much you can ever 

hope to earn and that’s the army that has you pinned up against a sea of paperwork, and bills, 

and expenses, and vehicle repairs and equipment repairs and whale-sized health care increases. 

How do you solve it? “Do not be afraid. Stand firm,” says Moses. Trust your God, but do you? 

So many people, in that situation, try to handle it themselves. They say, by their actions, “Sorry, 

no time for God or worship. No money can be spared for offerings. I have to work so that I can 

take care of my family the way I want to. I have to work so that I can get to where I need to be in 

my life.” And that’s not trust in God and that’s not standing firm, that’s being just like the weak 

and scared Israelites who took their whole focus off of God and put their whole focus on their 

problem. And if God had let the Israelites handle the problem on their own, it would have been 

the fully-deserved disaster that they expected. How great for us to thank God that he doesn’t 

actually leave us to handle things on our own, even when we think we can, and even though 

letting us handle and ruin everything would be a fitting punishment for our lack of trust. 

What army has you pinned against the sea? How about a spiritual battle that says, “My kids (or 

some other relative you love and care about) have drifted away from the church. They show no 

signs of faith. They never, that I’m aware of, read their Bible or anything. And if I talk to them 

about it, I don’t know what to say, or how to say it, and they don’t want to hear it and they’ll 

never listen. And add to that pounding concern the crushing regret for the role you played in 

the situation, thinking about all the family devotions that never happened or that you 

somehow raised a family where talking about God feels weird instead of normal. Can you trust 

God that you’re not stuck in a hopeless situation? That God has the power to get your kids back 

and a desire to do so. Do you trust that God forgives you for all your parenting fails and can fill 



you with the power to do better? Or do you try to cope in some other way, like just not thinking 

about your kids eternal future, or doing nothing because you’d feel too embarrassed to get help 

from your pastor or a member in the congregation you look up to? 

What army has you pinned against the sea, with no way out that you can find? How about all of 

us as a congregation looking at the future. Is there any way for our church to grow, instead of 

shrink? Is there any way that we can add members without them going out the back door as 

fast as they’re coming in the front door? Is there any way to prove pastor wrong when he says 

that we’re on the path of Batesland, the path to closing, the path to having no church? Is there a 

way that we could be on the Batesland path, the path to being as big and full as St Paul’s in the 

1960s? Is that a possible thing? Could and would God bless our efforts to that extent, or are the 

glory days gone for good, never to return? Could we ever trust God’s promise that as we are 

faithful to him and his Word, he will bless us, and that the more faithful we are to God and his 

Word, the more he will bless us and the more we will go – certainly vertically (stronger faith), 

and maybe also horizontally (more members)?  

Moses says, “Do not be afraid. Stand firm.” And we have to admit, whether in those three 

examples or the many others, we have failed as bad and as embarrassingly as the Israelites 

wailing about graves in Egypt. And, because of our failures and sins, we don’t deserve God’s 

help. We deserve to have God let us ruin everything and bring about the our own total 

destruction. We deserve to be the Egyptians in Exodus 14, with God working against us, killing 

us, and sending us to hell because we don’t trust him as we should. 

But you are not the Egyptians. You are God’s people. You are Christians. Moses added, a 

wonderful good-news gospel promise, “See the salvation from the Lord.” That was a promise: 

Good things are coming, because God said so. And God keeps his promises. 

And you, with your New Testament 20/20 hindsight, have seen the salvation from the Lord. 

You get read about Israel’s history and see that promise after promise, God keeps his promises. 

God promised to get the Israelites out of Egypt, and he decimated the country of Egypt with 

gnats, frogs, a river of blood, darkness, and death of the firstborn to bring them out. And even 

with all of that, even the Egyptian heathen wise men said, “This is just the finger of God.” Just a 

little tiny sample of the power God has to keep his promises to his people. You get to read this 

account has history and see all the more clearly how silly the Israelites’ fear and doubt were, 

because the sea and the army weren’t a problem for God, and God divided the sea, dried out the 

sea bed, and let them walk right across it to safety, and then to top it off, he also crushed and 

drowned the army that was after them. In their doubt, the Israelites didn’t realize that with God 

on their side, it was the powerful Egyptian army that was in a hopeless situation with no way 

out – because they were going against God. 

With your New Testament 20/20 hindsight, you can read the Old Testament and see all 

throughout it how God kept his great promise ever since Adam and Eve first disobeyed God and 

died by bringing sin into their bodies and hearts and minds and souls. The offspring of the 

woman would crush the serpent’s head. And through the flood, and through slavery in Egypt, 

and in spite of all their sins, God kept his people persevered and safe so that he could send the 

promised offspring at exactly the right time. The Son of God appeared to destroy the devil’s 

work and power. See the salvation from the Lord. Dying on a cross, he exercised his mighty 

power to crush the serpent’s head and get you out of a hopeless situation, caught between the 

devil’s accusations and the polluted sea of your own sins and guilt. Jesus, your Jesus parted the 

sea, and let you escape from your sins and escape from the devil, and escape from hell. See the 

salvation from the Lord. God promised you Savior. God keeps his promises. He gave you your 

Savior, and more.  



God promises that he continues to watch over you like a shepherd watching and saving his 

sheep every day. God promises that nothing happens without his knowledge. God promises 

that he knows all about you, knows you better than you know yourself. He knows what you 

need. And so we can see danger all around us. We can see problems and difficulties and 

situations that are hopeless to some, and we can look at those with eyes of faith that realize, it’s 

the problems that have a hopeless future like the Egyptian army. It’s us, who despite our 

doubts, have the position of the Israelites. God is working on our behalf, just as he has in the 

past, so also now in the present, and in the future to come. 

No amount of sorrow or hardship or struggle can change the fact that God loves you and your 

life is a life of hope with a guaranteed future in heaven. 

When you see what God has done for you in your life, and how he has kept his promises to you, 

you also can be like the Israelites, who after God saved them, feared and trusted in God.  

And you know what fear and trust in God looks like in your life? 

When you are struggling, pray to God for help with the attitude that Moses had, calmly trusting 

that God can and will help you in the way that God knows is best for you. Pray to God trusting 

that the same God who divided the sea and crushed an army to save his people, is the same God 

with the same power that you pray to. He can do more than you can even imagine, and he’s 

listening to you.  

Whether it’s finances, or your kid’s faith, or the future of our congregation, listen to God’s 

instructions. Seek first God’s kingdom and God’s righteousness, Jesus said. No matter which 

struggle you’re dealing with, stronger faith is part of the solution. Vertical growth in your 

relationship with God comes from using his Word, and using it a lot. Use it by yourself, and 

with your family, and with your congregation. Vertical growth in your relationship with God 

comes from using the Sacraments. Remembering who you are and what God has made you, by 

his power in Baptism. Washed clean. Set apart for his service. Saved. And getting another whole 

heaping pile of forgiveness in the Lord’s Supper – getting more of what you already have. And as 

you do that, that vertical growth is promised by God. Jesus said he would send the Holy Spirit to 

guide us into all truth and remind us of everything Jesus teaches. Jesus said that whoever loves 

him will keep his Word, and that he and the Father will make their home with that person. That 

vertical, spiritual growth is promised by God through his Word and Sacraments. 

That’s how our congregation will be on the path of Batesland, the path to glory days, whether 

that means vertical growth where our faith reaches new heights of trust and love and 

dedication, or if that also means horizontal growth, adding more people who love and trust and 

fear God above all else. 

Hear God’s promises to you today, and do it. Let God’s Word be both on your mind and on your 

hands, so that what you believe in your heart is overflowing in your actions, to the glory of God. 

Amen. 

 

Text: Exodus 14:10-31 

The Israelites doubted God’s promised protection, yet, God saved them from the Egyptian army. 

10As Pharaoh approached, the Israelites looked up, and there were the Egyptians marching after them. 

The Israelites were terrified and cried out to the LORD. 11They said to Moses, “Was it because there were 

no graves in Egypt that you took us to die in the wilderness? What have you done to us by bringing us 



out of Egypt? 12Wasn’t this what we said to you in Egypt, ‘Leave us alone. Let us serve the Egyptians’? 

For it would have been better for us to serve the Egyptians than to die in the wilderness.”  
13Moses said to the people, “Do not be afraid. Stand firm, and see the salvation from the LORD, which he 

will perform for you today. For the Egyptians you see today, you will never see again. 14The LORD will 

fight for you. You must wait quietly.”  
15The LORD said to Moses, “Why are you crying out to me? Tell the Israelites to set out. 16As for you, lift 

up your staff, stretch out your hand over the sea, and divide the sea so that the Israelites can go 

through the middle of the sea on dry ground. 17I myself will harden the hearts of the Egyptians so that 

they will go into the sea after them, and I will gain glory through Pharaoh and his entire army, 

through his chariots and his charioteers. 18The Egyptians will know that I am the LORD, when I have 

gained glory through Pharaoh, his chariots, and his charioteers.”  
19Then the Angel of God, who was going in front of the Israelite forces, moved and went behind them. 

The pillar of cloud moved from in front of them and stood behind them. 20It went between the 

Egyptian forces and the Israelite forces. The cloud was dark on one side, but it lit up the night on the 

other. Neither group approached the other all night long.  
21Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and all night long the LORD drove the sea back with a 

strong east wind and turned the sea into dry land. The waters were divided. 22The Israelites went into 

the middle of the sea on dry ground. The waters were like a wall for them on their right and on their 

left. 23The Egyptians pursued them, and all of Pharaoh’s horses, his chariots, and his charioteers went 

after them into the middle of the sea. 24During the last watch of the night, the LORD looked down on 

the Egyptian forces from the pillar of fire and cloud. Then he confused the Egyptian forces. 25He 

jammed their chariot wheels, and they had difficulty driving them. The Egyptians said, “We must flee 

from Israel, for the LORD is fighting for them against Egypt!”  
26Then the LORD said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand over the sea, and the waters will come back over 

the Egyptians, over their chariots and their charioteers.” 27So Moses stretched out his hand over the 

sea, and at daybreak the sea returned to its normal place. While the Egyptians were fleeing from it, the 

LORD threw the Egyptians into the middle of the sea. 28The waters came back and covered the chariots 

and the charioteers, the entire army of Pharaoh that went into the sea after the Israelites. Not even one 

of them survived.  
29But the Israelites went through the middle of the sea on dry land, and the waters were like a wall for 

them on their right and on their left. 30On that day the LORD saved Israel from the hand of the 

Egyptians, and Israel saw the Egyptians dead on the seashore. 31Israel saw the mighty hand which the 

LORD put into action against the Egyptians, and the people feared the LORD and believed in the LORD 

and in Moses, his servant.  

 


