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“What Does It Mean to be Redeemed?” 

 

Grace, mercy, and peace to you from Jesus our Redeemer. 

 

Dear people for whom Jesus shed his blood, there are so many things from the book of Ruth that 

we could talk about today. Any parent can look at this story and see that, if you’ve got a son, and 

he grew up an married a woman who loved God as much as Ruth did, that would be a great 

blessing. We can learn a lesson from Boaz about running a farm. Did you catch in the second 

lesson how Boaz greeted his workers when he got back from doing business in town? “The Lord 

be with you.” And they replied, “The Lord bless you.” And there’s much more we could talk 

about too. 

Today, we’re just going to focus on our question, “What does it mean to be redeemed?” And 

we’ll take a closer look at the example of redeeming that Boaz gives us. Boaz redeemed Naomi’s 

land, and he redeemed Ruth when he married her. 

And in this example, you are like Ruth, and Jesus is like Boaz. Because you are like Ruth, let’s get 

clear on the details of what Ruth’s situation really was and how much danger she was in.  

After Ruth’s first husband died, she was in a tough spot, but she had the option to go back to her 

parents’ home, and live with her parents again until she could, hopefully, get married again. But 

she didn’t choose that. She didn’t want to leave her mother-in-law Naomi without anyone. And 

so Ruth took a huge risk. She left her family behind. She left her country behind. She left her 

culture behind, and as two widows, she and Naomi went back to the city of Bethlehem.  

They didn’t have a big window of opportunity there or any jobs lined up. They arrived at the 

beginning of the barley harvest, and more or less needed to figure out something before winter 

when there wouldn’t be food to glean in the fields. In order to get food, Ruth was willing to do 

the work that was permitted for widowed beggars – following the harvesters and picking up 

whatever they accidentally dropped.  

It was free food, but it had the potential for danger. Boaz alluded to it when he told Ruth, 

“Haven’t I told the young men not to touch you?” Boaz wasn’t necessarily accusing his workers 

of anything, but it’s the sad reality that a poor, widowed woman could easily be taken 

advantage of. And in a different field, the owner might not have cared.  

And the trouble for Ruth was, there was really nothing for her to do about it. She was a 

foreigner, and always would be, unless someone married her. Until then, she was a widow and 

had to depend on other people to get food and not take advantage of her and she was trying to 

support Naomi this way too.  

That was Ruth’s situation, and while God blessed her, make no mistake that she and Naomi 

were in a hard spot with very little hope, and a whole lot of grief in their lives.  

What was your situation? Here’s the point of comparison:  you, like Ruth, were an outsider 

from God’s people. You were a foreigner to God’s family, cut off and separated from God’s 

people, and you couldn’t do anything about it any more than Ruth could change her nationality.  

What made you an outsider from God’s people? It’s sin. Sin ruined and destroyed your 

relationship with God. Like the Berlin wall suddenly cut people apart who had been neighbors 

for years, when sin entered the world, a wall went up between you and God.  



Outsiders. Foreigners. By our own sins, by our own refusal to do what is right, by our own 

failure to always obey God, we were outside of God’s family. That means, because of sin, we 

were cut off from God’s blessings and salvation. And we had no ability to fix it.  

Is being outside of God’s family really such a hopeless situation, like Ruth being a beggar 

widow? Sometimes it seems like there should be a way for us to make it up to God for the things 

we’ve done wrong. Maybe, if I work hard enough and do good things, and I’m friendly, polite, 

kind, caring, generous, go to church all the time, and make significant donations to charities 

and mission work, then God would have to look on me favorably.  

But that only works if you do one of two things. You could convince yourself that you could 

make it up to God if you lower God’s standard. For example, God says you need to be 100% 

perfect for your whole life. Sometimes people think that if you do more good than bad, like if 

you’re 51% good and only 49% bad, that would be enough to make God like you. The option is 

to try to deny that many of the things you’ve done that are wrong, are actually wrong. You 

might hear a lot of excuses from someone using this method. Excuses like, “Well, if they were 

rude first, they deserved what I said to them.” “It’s not wrong if you don’t get caught.”  

But if you take a look at God’s standard, in which God demands that you be 100% perfect, like 

God is, in order to earn God’s love, you realize that no excuse and not even one sin is tolerated, 

you realize what a hopeless situation we were all in because of our sins that cut us out of God’s 

family. There was nothing we could do to change it. 

Hope and help had to come from somewhere else. And for Ruth, the outsider Moabite, it was 

Boaz. Boaz, who was willing to marry her, and bring her into his family, and bring her into 

God’s people, the Israelites, and into a home. And to make it all clear, Boaz went to the city gate 

where business was done, and in front of plenty of witnesses, made a deal the one relative who 

was closer in relation than he was.  

 For us, hope and help had to come from somewhere else. And for us, as much as we were cut off 

from God, God loved us so much that he knocked over the wall. God brought us back into his 

family. God redeemed us. Our verse of the day says, “In Christ, we have redemption through his 

blood, the forgiveness of sins, in keeping with the riches of his grace.”  

Boaz, in the translation we used today, talks about the “family redeemer.” You might be more 

familiar with the phrase, “kinsman redeemer,” which means the same thing. And in that 

exchange, the term “redeem” is used over and over again. It’s an important term and an 

important concept.  

The family redeemer or kinsman redeemer in the Old Testament Bible times served the purpose 

to keep land in the family. For the Israelites, owning actual  land in the promised land was an 

important symbol that you were part of God’s people and that you had a place in heaven too.  

We don’t use kinsman or family redeemer’s in any official capacity today. But we still do 

redeeming. 

If you sell your guitar to the pawnshop, and the next week you get paid and you go back to the 

pawnshop and buy your guitar back, you have redeemed your guitar.  

If you leave your pitching wedge on the green, and the next week you see it for sale on some 

online garage sale, and you take the plunge and buy it to get it back, you have redeemed your 

pitching wedge. 

God lost us. It was our fault. We sinned. We disobeyed. We ruined our relationship with God 

and became outsiders and foreigners of God’s family. God loved us so much that he redeemed 

us, even though the price was steep.  



The price for sin is death and hell, times the billions of people who have ever lived. God the 

Father send God the Son, also called Jesus, to pay the price for sin in order to buy us back so that 

we could belong to God again.  

And so Jesus, truly God, also took on a human nature, and in that mystical union, Jesus, the 

God-man, became the priceless payment for sin. Jesus went to the cross and on the cross he 

shed his blood even though he was innocent of any wrongdoing, but he shed his blood and gave 

his life and suffered hell on the cross – and even cried out, “My God, my God, why have you 

forsaken me!” as he experienced it – that somehow in a way we can describe but not really 

understand, Jesus took our position as the outsider who was suffering God’s anger and hatred 

and punishment for the sins that you and I are guilty of.  

Jesus paid the price for you. He bought you back for God. Jesus redeemed you, and you’re an 

outsider no longer. Because Jesus paid for you, you’re back in the family. You’re back among 

God’s people. 

And let me tell you today, no matter what it is that you did, Jesus paid for it in full, and he did it 

for you. This is the incredible love of God, too, that God didn’t say to himself, “Well, I guess I can 

sacrifice my son’s life in exchange for billions of human lives, so I guess it’s worth it.” No, this is 

the incredible love of God: if you were the only person in the whole world, and you sinned, and 

you needed saving, in that scenario, Jesus still comes to earth and sheds his blood and gives up 

his life and suffers hell for just you.  

That’s incredible love, and there’s nothing else for you to do than be joyful. God loves you, so 

much, that he redeemed you. And you can express that joy of being back in God’s family, here at 

our worship services. (We even turned the organ up a little bit today so you could sing out 

extra-loud.) Express that joy in the way you serve your family. Express that joy in service to 

your neighbor and your community. Everywhere you go, you’re redeemed by Jesus, and 

everyone you meet has been redeemed by Jesus too. Be joyful! Amen.  

 

Text: Ruth 4:1-10 

Boaz redeems the property of Elimelech, Chilion, and Mahlon, and takes Ruth as his wife. 

Boaz went to the gate of the town and sat down there. Soon the family redeemer Boaz had spoken about came by. 

Boaz said, “Come over here and sit down.” So he went over and sat down. 2 Then Boaz took ten men of the town’s 

elders and said, “Sit here.” And they sat down. 3 He said to the redeemer, “Naomi, who has returned from the 

territory of Moab, is selling the portion of the field that belonged to our brother Elimelech. 4 I thought I should 

inform you: Buy it back in the presence of those seated here and in the presence of the elders of my people. If you 

want to redeem it, do it. But if you do not want to redeem it, tell me so that I will know, because there isn’t 

anyone other than you to redeem it, and I am next after you.” 

“I want to redeem it,” he answered. 
5 Then Boaz said, “On the day you buy the field from Naomi, you will acquire Ruth the Moabitess, the wife of the 

deceased man, to perpetuate the man’s name on his property.” 
6 The redeemer replied, “I can’t redeem it myself, or I will ruin my own inheritance. Take my right of redemption, 

because I can’t redeem it.” 
7 At an earlier period in Israel, a man removed his sandal and gave it to the other party in order to make any 

matter legally binding concerning the right of redemption or the exchange of property. This was the method of 

legally binding a transaction in Israel. 
8 So the redeemer removed his sandal and said to Boaz, “Buy back the property yourself.” 
9 Boaz said to the elders and all the people, “You are witnesses today that I am buying from Naomi everything 

that belonged to Elimelech, Chilion, and Mahlon. 10 I have also acquired Ruth the Moabitess, Mahlon’s widow, as 

my wife, to perpetuate the deceased man’s name on his property, so that his name will not disappear among his 

relatives or from the gate of his hometown. You are witnesses today.” 


