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Welcome to Worship 

How wonderful it is to gather with fellow Christians! May our praises proclaim God’s glory, and 

may our souls be comforted and refreshed as we hear God’s Word today. 

GUESTS 

• You’re our guest, so if there’s anything we can help you with, ask any of our friendly 

members. 

• We love having children in our worship services! If your child becomes restless and you 

need to regroup, you are welcome to use any part of the building. 

• Finally, everything you need for worship is printed in this bulletin, and hymns are in the 

red hymnal. 

TODAY’S FOCUS 

Samson serves an example of a leader who suffered when he didn’t follow God, but won great 

victories when he did follow God. At the end of Samson’s life, we see God work through Samson 

to attack the enemies of God’s people. 

SEASON’S FOCUS 

On the day of Pentecost, Jesus fulfilled his promised to send the Holy Spirit to his disciples. The 

season of Pentecost focuses on the Holy Spirit’s work with Christians to strengthen faith and 

grow in Christian living through the means of grace. 

HOLY COMMUNION 

The sacrament is offered today to members of this congregation and our fellowship. 

God teaches in 1 Cor 11:28 that self-examination prior to Holy Communion is vital; 

one helpful tool is found on page 156 in the hymnal.  

SERVING IN WORSHIP 

Preacher/Presiding Minister ..................................................................................... Pastor Pappenfuss 

Musician - Martin .............................................................................................................. Judy Kratovil 

Head Usher - Martin ......................................................................................................... Buddy Bolzer 

Scripture: Christian Standard Bible (CSB) © 2017 Holman Bible Publishers or Evangelical 

Heritage Version (EHV) © 2017 The Wartburg Project 

Music & Webcast: OneLicense.net # A-723587.  
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The Common Service with Holy Communion| Page 15 

HYMN  All People That On Earth Do Dwell | 233 

INTRODUCTION 

 In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

   

CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION 

  Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God our 

Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

    Holy and Merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have 

disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed 

to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I 

am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have 

mercy on me, a sinner. 

 

  God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the 

atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, 

I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
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PRAYER AND PRAISE 

   In the peace of forgiveness let us praise the Lord. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

  The Lord be with you. 

      

  Let us pray:  

 Lord, keep this nation under your care.  Bless the leaders of our land that we may be 

people at peace among ourselves and a blessing to other nations of the earth.  Help us 

elect trustworthy leaders, contribute to wise decisions for the general welfare, and serve 

You faithfully in our generation to the honor of Your holy name; through Jesus our Lord. 

     

The Word 

FIRST LESSON  Judges 13:1-25 

Samson’s birth was announced by the Lord in a miraculous way. 

The Israelites again did what was evil in the LORD’s sight, so the LORD handed them over to the 

Philistines forty years. 2 There was a certain man from Zorah, from the family of Dan, whose 

name was Manoah; his wife was unable to conceive and had no children. 3 The angel of 

the LORD appeared to the woman and said to her, “It is true that you are unable to conceive and 

have no children, but you will conceive and give birth to a son. 4 Now please be careful not to 

drink wine or beer, or to eat anything unclean; 5 for indeed, you will conceive and give birth to a 

son. You must never cut his hair, because the boy will be a Nazirite to God from birth, and he 

will begin to save Israel from the power of the Philistines.” 
6 Then the woman went and told her husband, “A man of God came to me. He looked like the 

awe-inspiring angel of God. I didn’t ask him where he came from, and he didn’t tell me his 

name. 7 He said to me, ‘You will conceive and give birth to a son. Therefore, do not drink wine or 

beer, and do not eat anything unclean, because the boy will be a Nazirite to God from birth until 

the day of his death.’” 
8 Manoah prayed to the LORD and said, “Please, Lord, let the man of God you sent come again to 

us and teach us what we should do for the boy who will be born.” 
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9 God listened to Manoah, and the angel of God came again to the woman. She was sitting in the 

field, and her husband Manoah was not with her. 10 The woman ran quickly to her husband and 

told him, “The man who came to me the other day has just come back!” 
11 So Manoah got up and followed his wife. When he came to the man, he asked, “Are you the 

man who spoke to my wife?” “I am,” he said. 12 Then Manoah asked, “When your words come 

true, what will be the boy’s responsibilities and work?” 
13 The angel of the LORD answered Manoah, “Your wife needs to do everything I told her. 14 She 

must not eat anything that comes from the grapevine or drink wine or beer. And she must not eat 

anything unclean. Your wife must do everything I have commanded her.” 
15 “Please stay here,” Manoah told him, “and we will prepare a young goat for you.” 
16 The angel of the LORD said to him, “If I stay, I won’t eat your food. But if you want to prepare a 

burnt offering, offer it to the LORD.” (Manoah did not know he was the angel of the LORD.) 
17 Then Manoah said to him, “What is your name, so that we may honor you when your words 

come true?” 18 “Why do you ask my name,” the angel of the LORD asked him, “since it is beyond 

understanding.” 
19 Manoah took a young goat and a grain offering and offered them on a rock to the LORD, who 

did something miraculous while Manoah and his wife were watching. 20 When the flame went up 

from the altar to the sky, the angel of the LORD went up in its flame. When Manoah and his wife 

saw this, they fell facedown on the ground. 21 The angel of the LORD did not appear again to 

Manoah and his wife. Then Manoah realized that it was the angel of the LORD. 
22 “We’re certainly going to die,” he said to his wife, “because we have seen God!” 
23 But his wife said to him, “If the LORD had intended to kill us, he wouldn’t have accepted the 

burnt offering and the grain offering from us, and he would not have shown us all these things or 

spoken to us like this.” 
24 So the woman gave birth to a son and named him Samson. The boy grew, and the LORD blessed 

him. 25 Then the Spirit of the LORD began to stir him in the Camp of Dan, between Zorah and 

Eshtaol. 

HYMN  For All the Saints | 551 (1-2) 

SECOND LESSON  Judges 16:1-22 

Mighty Samson had a weakness for women. He sinned and lost everything. 

Samson went to Gaza, where he saw a prostitute and went to bed with her. 2 When the Gazites 

heard that Samson was there, they surrounded the place and waited in ambush for him all that 

night at the city gate. They kept quiet all night, saying, “Let’s wait until dawn; then we will kill 

him.” 3 But Samson stayed in bed only until midnight. Then he got up, took hold of the doors of 

the city gate along with the two gateposts, and pulled them out, bar and all. He put them on his 

shoulders and took them to the top of the mountain overlooking Hebron. 
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4 Some time later, he fell in love with a woman named Delilah, who lived in the Sorek 

Valley. 5 The Philistine leaders went to her and said, “Persuade him to tell you where his great 

strength comes from, so we can overpower him, tie him up, and make him helpless. Each of us 

will then give you 1,100 pieces of silver.” 
6 So Delilah said to Samson, “Please tell me, where does your great strength come from? How 

could someone tie you up and make you helpless?” 
7 Samson told her, “If they tie me up with seven fresh bowstrings that have not been dried, I will 

become weak and be like any other man.” 
8 The Philistine leaders brought her seven fresh bowstrings that had not been dried, and she tied 

him up with them. 9 While the men in ambush were waiting in her room, she called out to him, 

“Samson, the Philistines are here!” But he snapped the bowstrings as a strand of yarn snaps when 

it touches fire. The secret of his strength remained unknown. 
10 Then Delilah said to Samson, “You have mocked me and told me lies! Won’t you please tell me 

how you can be tied up?” 
11 He told her, “If they tie me up with new ropes that have never been used, I will become weak 

and be like any other man.” 
12 Delilah took new ropes, tied him up with them, and shouted, “Samson, the Philistines are 

here!” But while the men in ambush were waiting in her room, he snapped the ropes off his arms 

like a thread. 
13 Then Delilah said to Samson, “You have mocked me all along and told me lies! Tell me how 

you can be tied up.” 

He told her, “If you weave the seven braids on my head into the fabric on a loom—” 
14 She fastened the braids with a pin and called to him, “Samson, the Philistines are here!” He 

awoke from his sleep and pulled out the pin, with the loom and the web. 
15 “How can you say, ‘I love you,’” she told him, “when your heart is not with me? This is the 

third time you have mocked me and not told me what makes your strength so great!” 
16 Because she nagged him day after day and pleaded with him until she wore him out, 17 he told 

her the whole truth and said to her, “My hair has never been cut, because I am a Nazirite to God 

from birth. If I am shaved, my strength will leave me, and I will become weak and be like any 

other man.” 
18 When Delilah realized that he had told her the whole truth, she sent this message to the 

Philistine leaders: “Come one more time, for he has told me the whole truth.” The Philistine 

leaders came to her and brought the silver with them. 
19 Then she let him fall asleep on her lap and called a man to shave off the seven braids on his 

head. In this way, she made him helpless, and his strength left him. 20 Then she cried, “Samson, 

the Philistines are here!” When he awoke from his sleep, he said, “I will escape as I did before 

and shake myself free.” But he did not know that the LORD had left him. 
21 The Philistines seized him and gouged out his eyes. They brought him down to Gaza and 

bound him with bronze shackles, and he was forced to grind grain in the prison. 22 But his hair 

began to grow back after it had been shaved. 
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VERSE OF THE DAY 

  Alleluia. “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is perfected in weakness.” 

Alleluia. (2 Corinthians 12:9a) 

    

THIRD LESSON Judges 16:23-31 

Samson turns to the Lord for strength to demonstrate God’s power and attack the enemies of Israel. 

Now the Philistine leaders gathered together to offer a great sacrifice to their god Dagon. They 

rejoiced and said: Our god has handed over our enemy Samson to us. 
24 When the people saw him, they praised their god and said: Our god has handed over to us our 

enemy who destroyed our land and who multiplied our dead. 
25 When they were in good spirits,[a] they said, “Bring Samson here to entertain us.” So they 

brought Samson from prison, and he entertained them. They had him stand between the pillars. 
26 Samson said to the young man who was leading him by the hand, “Lead me where I can feel 

the pillars supporting the temple, so I can lean against them.” 27 The temple was full of men and 

women; all the leaders of the Philistines were there, and about three thousand men and women 

were on the roof watching Samson entertain them. 28 He called out to the LORD: “Lord GOD, 

please remember me. Strengthen me, God, just once more. With one act of vengeance, let me pay 

back the Philistines for my two eyes.” 29 Samson took hold of the two middle pillars supporting 

the temple and leaned against them, one on his right hand and the other on his left. 30 Samson 

said, “Let me die with the Philistines.” He pushed with all his might, and the temple fell on the 

leaders and all the people in it. And those he killed at his death were more than those he had 

killed in his life. 
31 Then his brothers and all his father’s family came down, carried him back, and buried him 

between Zorah and Eshtaol in the tomb of his father Manoah. So he judged Israel twenty years. 

NICENE CREED 

  We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  

maker of heaven and earth,  

of all that is,  

seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,  

eternally begotten of the Father,  

God from God, light from light, true God from true God,  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Judges+16%3A23-31&version=CSB#fen-CSB-6975a
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begotten, not made,  

of one being with the Father.  

Through him all things were made.  

For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven,  

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary,  

and became fully human.  

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.  

He suffered death and was buried.  

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.  

He ascended into heaven  

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit,  

the Lord, the giver of life,  

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  

who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified,  

who has spoken through the prophets.  

We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.  

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  

We look for the resurrection of the dead  

and the life of the world to come. Amen.   

HYMN  Onward Christian Soldiers | 537 

SERMON  Judges 16:23-31 

“Leaders Led By God” 
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OFFERING We Give Thee | 485 (1-2) 

We bring our offerings to the Lord to thank and praise him. These offering support Our 

Redeemer’s and Rock of Ages as well as our synod’s mission efforts around the world. Guests need 

not feel obligated to give, but are welcome to do so. 

We give thee but thine own   

Whate’er the gift may be 

All that we have is thine alone 

A trust Oh Lord from thee 

 

May we thy bounties thus 

As stewards true receive 

And gladly, as thou blessest us, 

To thee our first-fruits give 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
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LORD’S PRAYER 

  Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name,  

thy kingdom come,  

thy will be done  

on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those  

who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom  

and the power and the glory  

forever and ever. Amen. 

The Sacrament 

  The Lord be with you. 

   

  Lift up your hearts. 

   

  Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 

   

  It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O 

Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 

promised that wherever two or three come together in his name, there he is with them to 

shepherd his flock till he comes again in glory.  
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Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and 

join their glorious song: 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

   Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 

thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, 

which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them saying, “Drink from it, all of you; 

this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of 

sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”  

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

    

LAMB OF GOD 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN  I Come O Savior | 310 

As the Bible teaches, our congregations practice close communion. Therefore, ask that only 

members of this congregation and our fellowship (WELS and ELS) partake of the sacrament. If 

you are a member of another Lutheran denomination or Christian church and would like to 

commune with us in the future, please speak with our pastor after the service and he would be 

delighted to explain what that entails. 

 

SONG OF SIMEON 

  O Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good. 

   

  We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this holy supper. We 

pray that through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one 

another. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
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BLESSING 

  The Lord bless you and keep you.  

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  

The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.  

  

HYMN  Praise to the Lord, the Almighty | 234 
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