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“Internal Growth Leads to External Growth” 

 

Grace, mercy, and peace are yours from Jesus the promised Messiah and Savior. Amen.  

 

Dear Christians, it’s a mission festival service. We’re gathered around God’s Word with a 

particular focus on mission work. We are gathered to receive God’s guidance and 

encouragement to remember how important mission work is and what our part in mission 

work can be.  

You can support mission work with your money. Right now, it’s costing money to support 

mission work in countries all around the world, like Africa, India, Russia, and Hong Kong. And 

when the offering plate is offered to you later today, I want you to give generously to support 

those missionaries and their work, but that’s not going to be the main point of this sermon. 

You can also support mission work with your prayers. Right now, missionaries are dealing with 

struggles and challenges and successes and opportunities that they would appreciate your 

prayers for. Right now, God is listening to prayers. And later, we’ll pray for missionaries, and I 

want you to pray for missionaries and their work often, but that’s also not going to be the main 

point of this sermon. Those are both important things to do, but not the ones I want to focus on 

with you today. 

I would like to focus on Apollos, and his personal growth in this account. In the first verse, 

Apollos is already called an eloquent man who was eager to preach about God. But what did he 

do? What’s the main thing that happens to Apollos in these verses? He studies more. He learns 

even more about God. And then? Then he goes out and preaches even better than before.  

Internal growth for a person, leads to external growth in a person’s Christian life. 

I would also like to focus on Priscilla and Aquila, a husband and wife team of lay people, who 

weren’t ready to travel around and be missionaries, but who were very ready and eager to teach 

Apollos more about God so that he would be an even better missionary in his travels.  

Internal growth among a congregation, leads to external growth outside the congregation.  

This is the bad news though – how many of you, when reading about Apollos, thought to 

yourself, “That sounds like me. I’m eloquent, highly educated, highly knowledgeable about the 

Bible, but I want to know even more and share everything I know passionately.” Some of you 

here today might feel that you are knowledge able Scripture, eager to learn even more about 

Scripture, and constantly are sharing Scripture with people you meet. Maybe, though, most of 

you are thinking to yourself, “I should be like Apollos, but I’m not.” 

And we can do the same thing with Priscilla and Aquila. Are you ready and excited and capable 

of teaching others to know more and more about the Scriptures and our Savior? Or do you have 

to admit, “I should be like them, but I’m not.” 

And right away, is your sinful nature coming up with excuses as to why you should but you just 

can’t? 

Here’s a popular excuse: I can’t share and teach God’s Word, because nobody wants to hear it. 

We live in a society and in a community that has a culture that says, “Just leave people alone. 

Don’t force your views on other people. Don’t tell other people what to think or what to believe. 

It’s a personal choice for each person.” 



But that doesn’t make any sense at all, does it? Because you know from Scriptures to expect that 

people don’t want to hear it. Unbelievers are hostile to God. Unbelievers are captives and 

servants of the devil. Unbelievers are spiritually dead and incapable of loving God. Why would 

we use that excuse then? Of course people don’t want to hear it. Apollos didn’t let that stop him. 

He vigorously refuted the Jews, because they needed to know the truth that Jesus is the 

Messiah.  

Here’s another popular excuse: I’m so busy, I just can’t do it. But let’s flesh out that sentence, 

“I’m way too busy to spend any time telling someone about their Savior so that instead of 

suffering for eternity in hell they could spend eternity in the paradise of heaven. I’m too busy 

for that. I gotta fold laundry.” We saw a positive example with Priscilla and Aquila. When they 

saw that Apollos needed more training, they were ready to provide it right away. I personally 

doubt that it was extremely convenient for them. I personally doubt that this was anything less 

than meeting with Apollos for months on end. But they saw an opportunity to serve, and they 

were ready to take you. Are you?  

And speaking of opportunities, that’s the third popular excuse: even if I had the knowledge and 

I had the time, there’s no opportunities to share the Scriptures anyway. Everybody I know 

already knows everything they need to know about the Scriptures. Everybody I know would 

put the eloquent Apollos to shame.  

Well that can’t possibly be true, but that’s the logical extension of a person pretending that 

there are no opportunities to share the Scriptures. 

Let me be a little sarcastic to our sinful natures and their excuses. If only God had created some 

sort of method by which children could be trained, instructed, and taught. 

Well, of course, you’re not dead-in-sin unbelievers, your alive-in-Christ believers, and you know 

what God has created as the basic building block – we call them families.  

And we call the opportunity to teach Scripture that takes place in a family – we call that 

parenting. And that’s scary word. That’s a scary word because all you here today who are 

parents – that blows away all of those excuses, doesn’t it? You see, for parents, it doesn’t matter 

if you feel unqualified or unknowledgeable about Scriptures, and it doesn’t matter if you feel 

like you are too busy, or if you don’t want to admit that you have the opportunity to share 

Scriptures with your children, but it’s more than that. God gave you a little bundle of joy, and a 

whole 18-wheeler truck full of responsibility. Your kids are the kids God gave you, and nobody 

else, to raise in the training and instruction of the Lord.  

Non-parents, you’re not off the hook, though. By no means is a family with kids the only 

opportunity a person has, and without kids, God still expects you to consume his Word like it’s 

chocolate, and to grow, and to share, and to make it a top priority where you say, “I’m too busy 

studying Scriptures to go do whatever it was that used to be my excuses.” 

It’s a mission festival Sunday, but the point I want to drive home to you today is that if you care 

about other people going to other places and telling other people from other places about Jesus – 

if that’s important to you – then you people, telling your people, in your place – has to be 

absolutely important to you.  

Desiring that external, far away growth means you must strongly desire internal growth in 

your own heart, in your own home, in your own church, in your own community. Because the 

stronger you are, and your family is, and your congregation is, and your community is, the 

more mission work you can do and the more mission work you can support. 



But how are we going to get all that done? How are we going to find the energy to make the time 

to be constantly studying the Scriptures and taking the many opportunities we have to share 

the Scriptures? How are we going to do all that? 

Go to your God. Go to your God who gives you everything you need in those very Scriptures. 

If you need more knowledge of the Scriptures, go to your God who provides. Not only does he 

provide the Scriptures for you, but he has also provided you with a pastor, who is trained and 

eager to do for you what Aquila and Priscilla did for Apollos. God provided you with a pastor 

who explains God’s Word in sermons, who leads Bible studies, and who is ready to study with 

you personally whatever Bible topic you are curious about. 

If you’re not confident in your abilities to teach your children, or grandchildren, or friends, and 

you don’t have the time to go and get a teaching degree quickly – go to your God and give 

thanks. Give thanks that God gives you help. Like Sunday school teachers. Like Preschool 

teachers. Like gradeschool teachers and a Lutheran gradeschool and preschool for them to do 

their ministry at. And this doesn’t mean you’re going to say, “Perfect! God gave us these people 

to do my job of parenting and sharing and growing for me!” No, but it does mean you’re going to 

say, “Will you help me with resources, materials, advice, and encouragement, and schooling 

and classes for our youth, so that we can all together raise godly children.” 

And that brings up another blessing from God, who gives us everything we need in the 

Scriptures – you’re not alone. You’re not alone as a Christian. God is with you. Your 

congregation is with you. God does not expect you to do it all, and he gives you many other 

Christians surrounding you to support you. 

Go to your God. Find him in the Scriptures where he has revealed himself. When you are 

hurting from your sins, find God’s answer to you in the Scriptures that say, “There is now no 

condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.” When you are feeling unloved, find God’s 

answer to you in the Scriptures that say, “God loved the world so that he gave his one and only 

Son.” When you are feeling lost, find God’s answer in the Scriptures that say, “Baptism now 

saves you,” and , “You are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus.” When you feel talentless 

and empty of value, find God’s answer to you in the Scriptures that say, “You are saved by grace, 

it is God’s gift, we are God’s workmanship, created for good works.” 

That’s who you are. You belong to God, who loves you. You belong to God, who forgives you. 

You belong to God, who empowers you. The Holy Spirit dwells in you, and guides you in the 

truth. Jesus is with you, always.  

You are saints. You are holy children of God, and you have the power from God to support 

mission work. 

You’re going to do that with your money, to help pay for missionaries. 

You’re going to do that with your prayers, asking for God to bless mission work throughout the 

world.  

You’re going to support mission work by growing in your faith. And you’re going to grow in 

your faith by making use of the pastor and church that God has blessed you with. 

You’re going to support mission work by growing in your faith. And you’re going to grow in 

your faith by making use of the teachers and school that God has blessed you with.  

You’re going to support mission work by growing in your faith. And you’re going to grow in 

your faith by gathering together with your fellow members. 



Internal growth for you as an individual, and internal growth among this congregation are 

blessings from God that will make you even more able to support external growth in your 

community and by missionaries throughout the world. Amen. 

 

Text: Acts 18:24-28 

Aquila and Priscilla build up Apollos to teach the full truth of God. 

24 A Jew named Apollos, a native of Alexandria, came to Ephesus. He was an eloquent man and well 

versed in the Scriptures. 25 He had been instructed in the way of the Lord. He spoke with burning zeal 

and taught the facts about Jesus accurately, although he knew only the baptism of John. 26 He began to 

speak boldly in the synagogue. But when Priscilla and Aquila heard him, they took him home and 

explained to him the way of God more accurately. 27 When he wanted to cross over to Achaia, the 

brothers encouraged him and wrote to the disciples to welcome him. When he arrived, he provided 

much help to those who had become believers by grace, 28 because he vigorously refuted the Jews in 

public, proving from the Scriptures that Jesus was the Christ. 

 


