
Sermon for Pentecost 19 

October 15, 2017 

 

“God’s Money: Making It and Spending It” 

 

Grace, mercy, and peace to you from the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Amen.  

 

Dear people blessed by God, this week and next week, we’re talking about money, and that can 

make a lot of people uncomfortable. It might be making you uncomfortable right now. 

Part of that comes from real guilt and part of that comes from imaginary guilt based on 

misconceptions. 

Misconception #1 – Money is a bad thing. Money is a dirty thing. The world would be a better 

place if there were no such thing as money. 

That’s not true. Money is neutral, just like a tool or like a drug. The way that money is used can 

be good or bad, safe or dangerous, healing or addictive. 

But like a tool or a drug, it’s dangerous if you don’t use it correctly. 

Many of you have power tools, and those are a great thing. A table saw can save you tons of time 

and help you cut your wood and build something. A table saw can also cut off your finger. 

You have electricity in your house. It powers your refrigerator, your lighting, your television – 

but you don’t want to go down to your fuse box, pull off the cover, and start playing around in 

there. You will hurt yourself. That’s a place for professionals to go, who know what they are 

doing.  

Drugs can be very beneficial. Some of you here today, like me, would be dead without drugs that 

you take every day. But drugs are also dangerous, which is why they are controlled and in some 

cases are illegal. Because you could also takes drugs that would kill you, or that would addict 

you and lead you to destroy your life.  

And money is like any of those things. It has good uses, and bad uses, and it can harm you and 

addict you and lead you to ruin your life and lose your place in heaven.  

Misconception #2 – Having money is bad, and a well-off person is worse than a poor person. 

That’s not true. God wants you to have money. How do you know? He gave it to you. He gave it 

to you to have and to use. Do not feel guilty for earning money or for inheriting money.  

The amount of money God gave you is not the determining factor, but your attitude towards 

the money that God gives is important, whether you have a lot or a little.  

We’re going to jump into our Gospel for today, in Matthew chapter 6. “Do not store up for 

yourselves treasure on earth…store up for yourselves treasure in heaven.” That talks about 

your goal for money, and a wrong goal and attitude is that amassing a huge pile of money is not 

the purpose of your life. The purpose of your life is to go to heaven. Jesus explains more in verse 

24: 

“No one can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be 

devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and mammon.” 

Mammon is a word you probably haven’t used recently. It’s the traditional translation here of 

what you could call a slang term. Mammon is dirty money. Mammon is money turned into an 

idol that a person loves.  



Jesus says, that’s the danger of money. Money cannot take the place of God. It is a blessing from 

God, but it is not and cannot be what you love above all else. And Jesus makes it clear, it’s not 

possible to split your time and love between God and money – you’ll love one or the other, but 

not both.  

That’s similar to how a person could not possibly be both a Broncos fan and a Raiders fan. That’s 

not possible, because part of being a Broncos fan is disliking the Raiders.  

You can’t love God above all else and love money above all else. It’s not possible.  

But this is an important point, because your attitude and beliefs about money are going to 

affect how you use money and whether you are serving money or serving God.  

We’re going to move to the book of Proverbs next, and discuss making money. How you get 

money matters, and it shows which you are serving. We’re jumping around a little bit in the 

book of Proverbs, because it’s not organized by topic.  

2 Ill-gotten gains do not profit anyone, 

but righteousness rescues from death. 

11:1 Dishonest scales are detestable to the Lord, 

but an accurate weight is his delight. 

How you get money matters. Cheating and stealing are out. Hurting other people with your 

business is wrong. Aside from being illegal, loading up your trunk with beer, driving over to 

Pine Ridge, and selling it there at hefty price, you’d be hurting people financially and by 

enabling them to keep up a sinful, harmful lifestyle.  

 Righteousness can’t be bought with money. But let’s be clear on this. You have it. You have 

righteousness because God the Father loves you, and he was willing to punish his son Jesus so 

that he didn’t have to punish you. And Jesus was willing to be punished and killed for you, so 

that he could give you righteousness as a gift. And now, by the Holy Spirit’s power, you can also 

do righteous things that God loves. God’s gift of righteousness, received by faith, shows by the 

way you live your life. 

4 Idle hands make one poor, 

but diligent hands bring riches. 

5 The son who gathers during summer is prudent; 

the son who sleeps during harvest is disgraceful. 

Laziness is a wrong way to get money. And you know, there’s a place for welfare, but it’s very 

often abused by people who are happier to get free stuff than to use their hands and brains to 

work for money.  

And again, when you work hard and it pays off, you don’t need to feel guilty about doing well. 

Poverty is not a holier lifestyle.  

4 Wealth is not profitable on a day of wrath, 

but righteousness rescues from death. 

Just like Jesus said in Matthew 6, Solomon had learned it. The goal of life is to get to heaven, and 

rich or poor, your righteousness is what will matter, giving to you as an undeserved gift from 

God, and displayed in your life.  

The way that you get money – let it reflect that you love and trust God above all things. 

 



We also want to talk about what you do with money after you’ve gotten it in a Go-pleasing way, 

and it’s time for another misconception. 

Misconception #3 – God doesn’t want you to enjoy your money. God doesn’t want you to spend 

money on yourself.  

That’s not true. And it is okay to spend it, and spend it on yourself.  

God made a beautiful world, and not all of it is the same. If you want to marvel at God’s Grand 

Canyon, you’ll have to travel there, and that costs time and money. If you want to soak in the 

rays of God’s sun in February, you might have to travel to Mexico to do it. You can buy clothes 

and cosmetics, and get your hair done, and it doesn’t have to be at the cheapest possible place 

either. In transportation, you’ve got a lot of options. In a big city, a lot of people don’t own a car. 

Our here, many people own a truck, some old, some shiny and new.  

God made an amazing world, and he gives you money, and you do not need to feel guilty for 

enjoying God’s blessings. 

But be careful. Be careful because spending money on yourself and your family can be 

addictive. And spending money on yourself and your family isn’t the only thing to do with your 

money or your life.  

16 A gracious woman gains honor, 

but violent people gain only riches. 

18 The wicked person earns an empty wage, 

but the one who sows righteousness, a true reward. 

These verses, back in the book of Proverbs, remind us of some things that money cannot buy, 

and that money, again, is not the purpose of life. 

24 One person gives freely, 

yet gains more; 

another withholds what is right, 

only to become poor. 

25 A generous person will be enriched, 

and the one who gives a drink of water 

will receive water. 

26 People will curse anyone who hoards grain, 

but a blessing will come to the one who sells it. 

In these verses, you can see that dynamic of loving God or loving money in play – and it’s 

important to remember where your money comes from.  

If you think that you make your money for yourself, then you’ve got a very limited source of 

income, and you might think it’s smart to hang onto every dollar you can because you don’t 

know how much more you can get or how much more you will need. And with that thinking, 

you’re serving money. 

But if you remember that your money and your ability to earn it, and the opportunity to earn it 

are all gifts from God – if God is the one directing money to you, then there’s no limit to what 

God can do for you. And that’s what the generous person understands – they serve God, who 

has taken care of them and will continue to do so.  

28 Anyone trusting in his riches will fall, 

but the righteous will flourish like foliage. 

12:9 Better to be disregarded, yet have a servant, 



than to act important but have no food. 

This is a big temptation too. When a person is thinking about the future, and maybe getting a 

little anxious about the direction of our country or our economy or ag prices – and they look at 

their savings and say, “I’ve got enough, I’ll be fine,” that’s no good. That’s trusting riches, not 

God. When a person is feeling down and to cheer up, they go on a shopping spree – that can also 

be trusting in riches, not God.  

And how about spending money to flaunt it? To show it off? Do you buy the truck that you 

need, or the truck you want, or the truck that will make people jealous? Do you dress yourself 

and take care of yourself in what you need, or what will give God glory, or what will make 

people lust after you?  

And do you know what’s difficult about money? It all starts with the attitude, and you might be 

the only person who knows if you crossed the line, because that line is in your heart. And it can 

be hard to be honest with yourself, “Did I cross the line? Am I using my money for God or 

against God? Do I love money or do I love God?” 

Let’s summarize what we’ve covered today. It can be a lot to think about.  

God loves you, just because he’s God. God the Father sent Jesus the Son to save you from your 

sin and give you righteousness, and the Holy Spirit gave you faith to trust it and live it. And God 

gives you more blessings too. Money is a blessing from God, and it can be used properly for 

good, or it can be used improperly for bad and cause harm to you. And when it comes to money, 

don’t feel guilty about having it, or spending it on stuff. God wants you to have money and 

wants you to enjoy his creation. But he does not want you to love his money. He wants you to 

love, respect, honor, glorify, thank, and praise him, and him alone. And we want the ways that 

we make money and the ways that we spend money to clearly demonstrate: we love God, who 

loved us first and gave us everything we have. Amen. 

 

  



Text: Proverbs 10:2,4-5,22 & 11:1,4 

Money is a useful tool, but not at the cost of righteousness to get it. 

2 Ill-gotten gains do not profit anyone, 

but righteousness rescues from death. 
4 Idle hands make one poor, 

but diligent hands bring riches. 
5 The son who gathers during summer is prudent; 

the son who sleeps during harvest is disgraceful. 
22 The Lord’s blessing enriches, 

and he adds no painful effort to it. 
11:1 Dishonest scales are detestable to the Lord, 

but an accurate weight is his delight. 
4 Wealth is not profitable on a day of wrath, 

but righteousness rescues from death. 

Proverbs 11:16,18,24-26,28 & 12:9 

Money is a useful tool, but steer clear of greed and pride. 

16 A gracious woman gains honor, 

but violent people gain only riches. 
18 The wicked person earns an empty wage, 

but the one who sows righteousness, a true reward. 
24 One person gives freely, 

yet gains more; 

another withholds what is right, 

only to become poor. 
25 A generous person will be enriched, 

and the one who gives a drink of water 

will receive water. 
26 People will curse anyone who hoards grain, 

but a blessing will come to the one who sells it. 
28 Anyone trusting in his riches will fall, 

but the righteous will flourish like foliage. 
12:9 Better to be disregarded, yet have a servant, 

than to act important but have no food. 

Matthew 6:19-21, 24 

Jesus makes it clear that money cannot take the place of God in your life. 

19 “Do not store up treasures for yourselves on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. 
20 But store up treasures for yourselves in heaven, where moth and rust do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in 

and steal. 21 Because where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 22 “The eye is the lamp of the body. So then if 

your eye is healthy, your whole body will be full of light. 23 But if your eye is bad, your whole body will be full of 

darkness. So if the light that is in you is darkness, how great is the darkness! 24 “No one can serve two masters. Either he 

will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God 

and mammon. 

 


