
Devotion for October 18, 2017 

 
 

Last weekend and this coming weekend, we’re talking about money at the churches I 

serve. Money is often an unpopular topic, and a lot of people feel uncomfortable talking 

about money and God at the same time. Why is that? 

People feel a vague sense of guilt about money (and other earthly possessions.) Partly, 

that comes from people avoiding talking about or thinking about money and God at the 

same time – they don’t think they’ll like what they hear, so they don’t listen, and instead, 

feel guilty assuming they’re not doing what they’re supposed to with money. Partly, that 

sense of guilt comes from being guilty of greed, wasteful spending, coveting, hoarding, 

tax evasion, or some other sinful use of money.  

“Don’t talk about money. People will get upset and leave the church,” says one concerned 

member. But that’s not a plan for growing, and people who get upset at the idea of 

talking about money don’t need to be left alone, they need to grow! 

Sometimes people fear that God’s plan for money is that they take a vow of poverty and 

donate 80% of their income to a church. That’s not God’s plan. Money is not sinful, and 

having money doesn’t make you any more sinful than you already are. But loving money 

more than God? That is a sin. Using your money to commit sins, like buying booze in 

order to get hammered? That is a sin.  

What does God want you to do with his money that he’s given to you to manage? 

Consider Proverbs 3:9, “Honor the Lord with your possessions.”  

The first thing to talk about with money isn’t how much you have or how much you give 

in the offering plate at church. The first thing to talk about with money is attitude. The 

attitude God wants you to have with money and all the rest of your possessions is this: 

honor God. Honor God who created you “fearfully and wonderfully.” Give thanks to God 

who loved you first, and reconciled you (and the rest of the world) to himself by sending 

Jesus to pay for your sins. Glorify God so that others can see and know his salvation too.  

In light of what God has done for you, and given to you, how can you honor God with 

your money and possesions? 

 

 


