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“God’s Money: Saving It and Giving It” 

 

Grace, mercy, and peace to you from the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Amen.  

 

Dear people blessed by God, last week and this week, we’re talking about money, and that’s so 

important for us because it is so easy for us to get money all wrong. Money is a blessing from 

God. Money can be used properly or misused.  

Last week, we talked about making money, and that’s a good thing to work hard and to make 

money, even a lot of money. And as we go about using our God-given abilities in God-given 

opportunities to make money, we want to clearly demonstrate that we love God more than 

anything, and more than money. 

Last week, we talked also about, once you’ve made money, how to spend it. And we can spend it 

on ourselves and on our families and that’s a good thing too. But we are going to watch out for 

the danger of getting addicted to money and trusting money rather than trusting God. 

And when it comes to money, we recognize that having a lot or a little doesn’t affect our status 

before God. God doesn’t love rich people more than poor people, nor does God love poor people 

more than rich people. It’s not the amount of money that we have – it’s the attitude towards 

money that we have. God wants us to enjoy his gift of money, but he does not want us to love 

money. God wants us to love him, and him alone. And so, in the way we use money, we want to 

demonstrate that we love God above all else. 

That’s also going to apply to today’s discussion about saving up money and giving money. We’ll 

start by talking about saving money in Luke chapter 12.  

Someone from the crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the inheritance 

with me.” 14 But Jesus said to him, “Man, who appointed me to be a judge or an arbitrator 

over you?” 15 Then he said to them, “Watch out and be on guard against all greed, because a 

man’s life is not measured by how many possessions he has.”  

You might know all too well how inheritances can be a source of feuding and stewing and 

arguments between cousins, or siblings, or adult children about who gets what and maybe even 

who promised what to whom, or what’s a fair buyout price – two brothers were having that 

trouble, and one of them went to appeal to Jesus. Certainly, Jesus could tell the other brother to 

knock it off and be fair. 

But Jesus wasn’t interested in that – not at all. What Jesus was interested in, as he looked into 

this man’s heart – was warning him against danger. Jesus saw and knew that this money was 

losing a battle against the temptation of greed and warned him. Money isn’t the purpose of your 

life. 

Jesus drove the point home by telling a parable:  

16 He told them a parable: “The land of a certain rich man produced very well. 17 He was 

thinking to himself, ‘What will I do, because I do not have anywhere to store my crops?’ 18 

He said, ‘This is what I will do. I will pull down my barns and build bigger ones, and there I 

will store all my grain and goods. 19 And I will tell my soul, “Soul, you have many goods 

stored up for many years. Take it easy. Eat, drink, and be merry.”’ 20 “But God said to him, 

‘You fool, this night your soul will be demanded from you. Now who will get what you have 



prepared?’ 21 “That is how it will be for anyone who stores up treasure for himself and is not 

rich toward God.” EHV 

That farmer was a fool. He had a heart problem, and all his money didn’t do him any good. His 

heart problem was that he wasn’t rich toward God. You heard or saw if your followed along 

with the text in your bulletin, he kept saying “I” and “my” and he betrayed that he loved his 

money, and didn’t love God. And as he made money the goal of his life – he was eager to store it 

up in bigger barns – he lost his chance at heaven.  

Are you rich toward God? What is your greatest treasure? You know what it is: the precious 

message of the Gospel, that forgiveness of sins is given to you by the blood of Jesus. And Jesus 

not only bought you freedom from the guilt of your sin, he gives you the power to get control of 

it and master it so that you are no longer its slave. He gives you his immortality and puts it in 

your body so that you become deathless. He gives you unconditional love and invites you to be 

a channel for it, to love other people, and declares you have great value. You are precious and 

valuable in his sight and it is his greatest desire to spend eternity with you. Not just take you 

out of the grave, but he wants you for himself. And you were bought at a price. You are not your 

own. So being rich toward God means that your greatest wealth is your relationship for now 

and for eternity with your Savior, Jesus Christ. Then all the other things will fall into place 

because you realize that you’ve been created to fit into God’s agenda. He wants a permanent 

relationship with you and being rich toward God means that’s your most precious thing in your 

whole life.  

And so you might do some of the very same things that the rich farmer in Jesus’ parable did. 

You might work hard and do well for yourself, and you might expand your business or add 

another shop or replace your equipment with better equipment and you’ll put money into an 

IRA or a 401k for your retirement or for your kids college education, or for your dream home. 

Those are all modern parallels to the rich farmer in Jesus’ parable – but will the difference be? 

Your attitude, because you love and trust in God; you are rich toward God. And so as you go 

about your life, you will wisely use the resources and opportunities that God gives you, and part 

of what you will do with money is plan for the future with things like health care, health 

insurance, retirement accounts, investments, property improvements, or even a trust fund. 

And you can trust that God will bless you with as much as you can handle. It is a good thing to 

save up money, even get rich slowly, when you are rich toward God. 

 

The person who is rich toward God is also aware that giving money back to God is important. 

It’s something God commands, and often attaches a promise to the command, like in the last 

two verses of our first reading from Proverbs: 

9 Honor the Lord with your possessions 

and with the first produce of your entire harvest; 

10 then your barns will be completely filled, 

and your vats will overflow with new wine. 

So how do you give money back to God (who gave it to you in the first place)? How do you honor 

the Lord with your possessions? It’s not like you can literally hand it to God, or wad up some 

dollar bills in a stuff them into your shotgun and send them heavenward with a blast. But you 

do give back to God by supporting the ministry of his Word, like with your offerings to our 

church that studies God’s Word and shares God’s truth. 



Is giving offerings easy for you? If it is, let me know your secret. I bet every single one of us here 

today could put together a very persuasive case about why our current financial situation just 

has too much pressure on it to expect us to give any offerings. 

If you’re in gradeschool or junior high, you might say, “Give an offering? You gotta be kidding! I 

don’t have any money. I get a little bit at Christmas and for my birthday, and maybe a teeny-

tiny little allowance from my parents. I don’t have any money to give.” 

If you’re in high school, you might say, “Give an offering? You gotta be kidding! I can’t make 

money nearly as fast as I spend it! Do you know what it costs to keep my wheels on the road? Or 

how about dressing myself in something that won’t embarrass me when I show up at school? I 

don’t have any money to give.” 

If you’re in college, you might say, “Give an offering? You gotta be kidding! Do you know what 

kind of debt I’m carrying? And every now and then, I’d like skip the cafeteria and get something 

good to eat. And what about my poor parents? They’d like a visit every now and then too. I don’t 

have any money to give.” 

If you’re a young person out on your own, you might say, “Give an offering? You gotta be 

kidding! Do you see this empty house? I’d love to stop sleeping on the floor, or get a dining room 

table. And maybe I’ll be getting married sometime. I don’t have any money to give.” 

If you’ve got a young family, you might say, “Give an offering? You gotta be kidding! Do you 

know what it costs to have a kid? And feed them, clothe them, and sometime pay somebody to 

watch them so we can get a minute of peace and quiet for once? I don’t have any money to give.” 

If you’re a middle-aged person, you might say, “Give an offering? You gotta be kidding me! Do 

you know what it costs to put a kid through college these days? Or to make sure that my kids 

have something safe and reliable to get around in? I’m finally able to get a little caught up on 

my savings! I don’t have any money to give.” 

If you’re close to retirement, you might say, “Give an offering? You gotta be kidding me! Do you 

know I only have a few years left to save up so I can make it in retirement? I don’t have any 

money to give.” 

And finally, if you’re retired, you might say, “Give an offering? You gotta be kidding me! I’m on 

a fixed income, and I had to move into town and pay for all those extra utilities. I don’t have 

money to give.” 

No matter where you are in life, there are financial pressures. Real ones. And God knows that. 

He knows everything. And he says, still, “Honor me with your firstfruits. Worship me with 

your money. Trust me with your money.” 

Can you do that, holy people? Yes you can. You know your God, your Savior, you know 

forgiveness, peace, joy, salvation, love, grace, and mercy. You know those things not just in 

your head, not just by experience, but in your heart, because God the Holy Spirit is in there, and 

put love for God in your, and trust in God’s promises in your heart, and powers you, so that you 

can honor, worship, and trust God with your money. 

We love God, and show it in our lives, because God loved us, and gave us everything. Amen. 

 

  



Text: Proverbs 3:1-10 

Solomon describes living a life that follows God. 

My son, don’t forget my teaching, 

but let your heart keep my commands; 
2 for they will bring you 

many days, a full life, and well-being. 
3 Never let loyalty and faithfulness leave you. 

Tie them around your neck; 

write them on the tablet of your heart. 
4 Then you will find favor and high regard 

with God and people. 
5 Trust in the Lord with all your heart, 

and do not rely on your own understanding; 
6 in all your ways know him, 

and he will make your paths straight. 
7 Don’t be wise in your own eyes; 

fear the Lord and turn away from evil. 
8 This will be healing for your body 

and strengthening for your bones. 
9 Honor the Lord with your possessions 

and with the first produce of your entire harvest; 
10 then your barns will be completely filled, 

and your vats will overflow with new wine. 

1 Corinthians 16:1-3 

Paul gives instructions for saving up an offering. 

Now concerning the collection for the saints, do as I directed the churches in Galatia to do. 2 On the first day of every 

week, each of you is to set something aside in keeping with whatever he gains, saving it up at home, so that when I come, 

no collections will need to be carried out. 3 When I arrive, those whom you approve will be provided with letters, and I 

will send these representatives to deliver your gracious gift to Jerusalem. 

Luke 12:13-21 

Jesus teaches that all the money in the world means nothing without God. 

Someone from the crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the inheritance with me.” 14 But Jesus said to 

him, “Man, who appointed me to be a judge or an arbitrator over you?” 15 Then he said to them, “Watch out and be on 

guard against all greed, because a man’s life is not measured by how many possessions he has.” 16 He told them a parable: 

“The land of a certain rich man produced very well. 17 He was thinking to himself, ‘What will I do, because I do not have 

anywhere to store my crops?’ 18 He said, ‘This is what I will do. I will pull down my barns and build bigger ones, and 

there I will store all my grain and goods. 19 And I will tell my soul, “Soul, you have many goods stored up for many years. 

Take it easy. Eat, drink, and be merry.”’ 20 “But God said to him, ‘You fool, this night your soul will be demanded from 

you. Now who will get what you have prepared?’ 21 “That is how it will be for anyone who stores up treasure for himself 

and is not rich toward God.” 

 


