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Righteousness means “being right with God.” And that’s a status each person needs to 

have – to be right with God. That’s God’s standard for entrance into heaven. 

Martin Luther (from whom Lutherans derived their name) struggled with this because 

he knew that his thoughts, his attitudes, his words, and his actions were not always 

righteous. When he looked at what he could offer to God, he saw clearly that he fell 

short. No matter how hard he tried, how much he punished himself, he knew that he 

was not good enough for God. He didn’t have righteousness.  

That’s the Law, and what Martin Luther knew from God’s Law is true about us all. We do 

not have the righteousness God requires for entrance to heaven. Hell is the terrifying 

alternative. Like Martin Luther, when we look at God’s Law honestly, each one of us has 

fallen short of the righteousness God demands.  

One day, Martin Luther was reading this passage when the Holy Spirit opened his eyes to 

see the greater message of God, the Gospel (good news).  

For in the gospel a righteousness from God is revealed by faith, for faith, just as it is 

written, “The righteous will live by faith.” (Romans 1:17 Evangelical Heritage Version) 

This is the message of the Gospel: each Christian has righteousness, given by God 

through faith. That means each Christian meets God’s requirement to enter heaven. 

With that message, God changed Martin Luther’s life as God had changed the lives of so 

many people throughout history. When he only understood the God’s Law, Martin 

Luther was terrified and despaired. When he understood God’s Gospel, the burden was 

gone, and Martin Luther, in his service to God from that point on, was able to show many 

other people God’s wonderful good news too. 

Yesterday was the 500th Anniversary of the Reformation, a day worth celebrating that 

God used his servant Martin Luther (and many others, too) to bring about a return to the 

correct teaching of God’s Gospel that gives righteousness as a free gift, through faith, to 

unworthy people like Martin Luther, and you, and me.  

We celebrate God’s Gospel truth in every service at Our Redeemer’s and Rock of Ages, and 

we would like to have you join us any time you are able. Learn more about us at 

ormartin.org.  

 


