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Welcome to Worship 

How wonderful it is to gather with fellow Christians! May our praises proclaim God’s glory, and 

may our souls be comforted and refreshed as we hear God’s Word today. 

GUESTS 

• You’re our guest, so if there’s anything we can help you with, ask any of our friendly 

members. 

• We love having children in our worship services! If your child becomes restless and you 

need to regroup, you are welcome to use any part of the building. 

• Finally, everything you need for worship is printed in this bulletin, and hymns are in the 

red hymnal. 

TODAY’S FOCUS 

“He will come to judge the living and the dead.” We confess it in the creed, but we do we confess 

it by living with the judgment of God in mind? As we seek to “number our days aright,” we pray 

that God will keep us in faith, and that we will produce fruits of faith in words and actions. 

SEASON’S FOCUS 

We are now approaching the close of the Church Year and the beginning of another. To mark the 

end of this year, the Church celebrates the Season of End Times. End Times reminds us that the 

time is short, and our Savior is coming again soon.  

HOLY COMMUNION 

The sacrament is offered today to members of this congregation and our fellowship. 

God teaches in 1 Cor 11:28 that self-examination prior to Holy Communion is vital; 

one helpful tool is found on page 156 in the hymnal.  

SERVING IN WORSHIP 

Preacher/Presiding Minister ..................................................................................... Pastor Pappenfuss 

Musician - Martin .............................................................................................................. Judy Kratovil 

Head Usher - Martin .......................................................................................................... Jamie Saxton 

Scripture: Evangelical Heritage Version (EHV) © 2017 The Wartburg Project 

Music & Webcast: OneLicense.net # A-723587.  



The Divine Service 

HYMN  Forever With The Lord | 213 

INVOCATION Matthew 28:19 

 In the name of the Father and of the ☩ Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

  Amen. 

CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION 

  Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our sins, 

asking him in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us.  

    Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin. For faithless 

worrying and selfish pride, for sins of habit and sins of choice, for the evil 

I have done, and for the good I have failed to do, you should cast me away 

from your presence forever. O Lord, I am sorry for my sins. Forgive me, for 

Jesus’ sake.  

  Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. In his great mercy, 

God made us alive in Christ even when we were dead in our sins. Hear the 

word of Christ through his called servant: 

 I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the ☩ Son and of 

the Holy Spirit. 

    Amen. 

 

  

In the Large 

Catechism, 

Martin Luther 

writes, “To 

appreciate and 

use Baptism 

aright, we must 

draw strength 

and comfort from 

it when our sins 

or conscious 

oppress us, and 

we must retort, 

‘But I am 

baptized! And if 

am baptized, I 

have the promise 

that I shall be 

saved and have 

eternal life, both 

in soul and 

body.’” 

 

 

We cannot 

approach God 

without having 

our sins forgiven. 

He is holy and 

we are not. 

Confession 

assures us of a 

clean slate before 

God and prepares 

us for worship, 

hearing God’s 

Word, and 

receiving the 

Lord’s Supper. 

 

 



4 

 

GLORY TO GOD Gloria Tune 84 

  In the peace of forgiveness let us praise the Lord. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

  The Lord be with you. 

     And also with you. 

  Let us pray:  

 Lord God Almighty, so rule and govern our hearts and minds by your Holy 

Spirit that we may always look forward to the end of this present evil age 

and to the day of your righteous judgment. Keep us steadfast in true and 

living faith and present us at last holy and blameless before you; through 

Echoing the 

Christmas angels 

(Luke 2:14), we 

praise our God 

for who he is and 

what he has done. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This greeting, 

known as the 

“Salutation,” has 

deep roots in 

Christian 

worship and 

marks the 

beginning of the 

Word section and 

also the 

Sacrament 

section of the 

service. 
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Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

     Amen. 

The Word 

FIRST READING  Daniel 7:9-10 

In Daniel’s vision, he sees God preparing for judgment. 

9 I continued to watch until thrones were set up, 

and the Ancient of Days was seated. 

His clothes were white as snow, 

and the hair on his head was like pure wool. 

His throne was flames of fire. 

Its wheels were burning fire. 
10 A river of fire flowed out from his presence. 

Thousands upon thousands served him, 

and ten thousand times ten thousand stood before him. 

The court was seated, 

and books were opened. 

  The Word of the Lord. 

    Thanks be to God. 

PSALM OF THE DAY  pg 99 | 90 

The psalm is spoken in unison. 

SECOND READING  Romans 2:2-11 

No one should expect to bypass God’s judgment.  

2And we know that God’s judgment on those who do such things is based on the 

truth.  
3Are you thinking that you will escape God’s judgment, you who judge those who do 

such things and then do the same things yourself? 4Or do you have so little regard for 

his rich kindness, his restraint, and his patience, that you ignore the fact that the 

purpose of God’s kindness is to lead you to repentance? 5As a result of your 

Following each 

lesson, the pastor 

announces, “The 

Word of the 

Lord.” We know 

from Scripture 

that God comes 

to us through the 

Means of Grace, 

that is the Gospel 

that is found in 

the Word and the 

Sacrament. So, 

within the service 

God has come to 

us convicting us 

in our sin 

through the Law, 

and pronouncing 

forgiveness 

through the life-

giving Gospel. 

The 

congregation—in 

response to such 

love—praises the 

Lord in reply: 

“Thanks be to 

God!” 
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stubbornness and your unrepentant heart, you are storing up wrath for yourself on 

the day of wrath, when God will reveal his righteous judgment.  
6God “will repay each person according to what he has done”—7eternal life to those 

who seek glory, honor, and immortality by persisting in doing what is good, 8but 

furious anger to those who out of selfish ambition are disobeying what is true and 

obeying what is wrong. 9There will be trouble and distress for the soul of every 

person who does what is evil—for the Jew first and for the Greek—10but glory, 

honor, and peace for everyone who does what is good—for the Jew first and for the 

Greek. 11For God does not show favoritism.  

  The Word of the Lord. 

    Thanks be to God. 

VERSE OF THE DAY Matthew 24:42 

  Alleluia. “So be alert, because you do not know on what day your Lord is 

coming.” Alleluia. 

 

GOSPEL Matthew 25:31-46 

Jesus explains God’s judgment on the basis of works done in faith.  

31“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he will sit on 

his glorious throne. 32All the nations will be gathered in his presence, and he will 

The Verse of the 

Day highlights a 

text of particular 

relevance to the 

theme of the day. 
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separate them one from another, as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. 
33He will put the sheep on his right and the goats on his left. 34Then the King will say 

to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom 

prepared for you from the foundation of the world. 35For I was hungry and you gave 

me food to eat. I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink. I was a stranger 

and you welcomed me. 36I was lacking clothes and you clothed me. I was sick and 

you took care of me. I was in prison and you visited me.’  
37“Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed 

you, or thirsty and give you a drink? 38When did we see you a stranger and welcome 

you, or lacking clothes and clothe you? 39When did we see you sick or in prison and 

visit you?’  
40“The King will answer them, ‘Amen I tell you: Just as you did it for one of the least 

of these brothers of mine, you did it for me.’  
41“Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you who are cursed, into the 

eternal fire, which is prepared for the Devil and his angels. 42For I was hungry and 

you did not give me food to eat. I was thirsty and you did not give me anything to 

drink. 43I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, lacking clothes and you did 

not clothe me, sick and in prison and you did not take care of me.’  
44“Then they will also answer, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a 

stranger or lacking clothes or sick or in prison and did not serve you?’  
45“At that time he will answer them, ‘Amen I tell you: Just as you did not do it for one 

of the least of these, you did not do it for me.’ 46And they will go away to eternal 

punishment, but the righteous to eternal life.” 

  The Gospel of the Lord. 

  Praise be to you, O Christ. 

APOSTLES’ CREED Credo 

  I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

maker of heaven and earth.  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

born of the virgin Mary,  

suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

was crucified, died, and was buried.  

He descended into hell.  

The third day he rose again from the dead.  

He ascended into heaven  

The creeds 

signify our 

allegiance to 

Christian 

doctrine and 

unite us with 

over 2,000 years 

of Christian 

history. By 

repeating the 

creeds weekly, we 

equip ourselves 

for public 

witness by 

grounding our 

confession in the 

fundamentals of 

our faith. 
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and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.  

From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

the holy Christian Church,  

the communion of saints,  

the forgiveness of sins,  

the resurrection of the body,  

and the life everlasting. Amen.  

HYMN OF THE DAY  Day of Wrath, O Day of Mourning | 209 

SERMON  Matthew 25:31-46 

“God Will Judge” 

 

  

The Hymn of the 

Day is one of the 

few Lutheran 

additions to the 

historic liturgy. 

It is usually 

doctrinal in 

nature and 

emphasizes and 

teaches the theme 

of the day 

(usually found in 

the Gospel 

lesson). By 

singing this 

hymn, we place 

the theme on our 

lips and proclaim 

and preach it to 

each other. 
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OFFERING We Praise You, O God | 609 (1,3) 

We bring our offerings to the Lord to thank and praise him. These offering support 

Our Redeemer’s and Rock of Ages as well as our synod’s mission efforts around the 

world. Guests need not feel obligated to give, but are welcome to do so. 

We praise you, O God, our Redeemer, Creator! 

In grateful devotion our tribute we bring: 

We lay it before you; we kneel and adore you; 

We bless your holy name; glad praises we sing. 

 

With voices united our praises we offer; 

To you, great Jehovah, glad anthems we raise. 

Your strong arm will guide us; our God is beside us. 

To you, our great Redeemer, fore’er be praise! 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

LORD’S PRAYER 

  Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name,  

thy kingdom come,  

thy will be done  

on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those  

who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom  

and the power and the glory  

forever and ever. Amen. 

  

The Lord’s 

Prayer is the 

prayer by which 

Jesus teaches us 

to pray. It is not 

a personal 

prayer, but 

rather a prayer of 

a Christian for 

his or her fellow 

man (Notice the 

1st person 

plurals “us” and 

“our”). 
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The Sacrament 

PREFACE 

  The Lord be with you. 

  And also with you. 

  Lift up your hearts. 

  We lift them up to the Lord. 

  Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 

  It is good and right so to do. 

  It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give 

you thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through 

Jesus Christ, our Lord, who preserves his Church to the end of time when he 

will come again as king to judge all people and take his own to glory.  

Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your 

holy name and join their glorious song: 

Drawn toward 

the gifts of Jesus’ 

body and blood, 

our hearts are 

lifted up in 

thanksgiving and 

praise as we 

anticipate the 

reception of the 

gifts that carry 

with them our 

redemption 

(Lamentations 

3:41). 
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY Sanctus 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION Verba 

   Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when 

he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take 

and eat; this is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of 

me.” 

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them saying, “Drink from 

it, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for 

you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in 

remembrance of me.”  

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

  Amen.   

On Palm 

Sunday, as the 

Lord entered 

Jerusalem, the 

crowds 

proclaimed, 

“Hosanna!” 

which means, 

“Savior” or 

“Rescuer.” So 

also today we 

sing “hosanna!” 

as the Lord comes 

to us in the 

Sacrament of the 

Supper. He 

indeed has come 

to save us from 

our sins, and 

shows us such 

love in his body 

and blood in, 

with, and under 

the bread and the 

wine. 

 

 

 

 

As he speaks the 

Words of 

Institution, the 

minister both 

proclaims the 

words of Jesus to 

the congregation 

and sets apart the 

bread and wine 

for the Lord’s 

use. This is why 

he stands behind 

the altar during 

this portion of the 

service.  
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LAMB OF GOD Agnus Dei 

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN  Jesus Christ, Our Blessed Savior | 313 & 316 

As the Bible teaches, our congregations practice close communion. Therefore, ask 

that only members of this congregation and our fellowship (WELS and ELS) partake 

of the sacrament. If you are a member of another Lutheran denomination or 

Christian church and would like to commune with us in the future, please speak with 

our pastor after the service and he would be delighted to explain what that entails. 

 

 

 

With the words 

of John the 

Baptist, the 

Agnus Dei 

confesses the 

mercy and peace 

that we receive 

from the Lamb of 

God in His 

Supper. We come 

to the Lord’s 

Table hungry 

and thirsty, and 

He feeds us with 

His body and 

refreshes us with 

His blood. It is 

the Lord’s 

Supper. 
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SONG OF THANKS 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

  O Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good. 

  And His mercy endures forever. Psalm 107:1 

  Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 

  we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 1 Cor 11:26 

  We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this holy 

supper. We pray that through it you will strengthen our faith in you and 

increase our love for one another. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ, 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. 

  Amen.   

  

Using the words 

of King David as 

the Ark of the 

Covenant was 

placed in the 

Tabernacle, we 

thank and praise 

God for what he 

has done. He 

sustains us in 

this precious 

service with His 

very body and 

blood for the 

forgiveness of all 

our sins (1 

Chronicles 16:8-

10). 

 

 

 

 

 

Having received 

forgiveness of 

sins, life, and 

salvation, we 

thank the Lord 

for his gifts and 

pray that he will 

grant us faith to 

use them in love 

toward our 

neighbor. 
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BLESSING 

  The Lord bless you and keep you.  

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  

The Lord look on you with favor and ☩ give you peace.  

 Amen. 

HYMN  Jerusalem the Golden | 214 
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