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Welcome to Worship 

How wonderful it is to gather with fellow Christians! May our praises proclaim God’s glory, and 

may our souls be comforted and refreshed as we hear God’s Word today. 

GUESTS 

• You’re our guest, so if there’s anything we can help you with, ask any of our friendly 

members. 

• We love having children in our worship services! If your child becomes restless and you 

need to regroup, you are welcome to use any part of the building. 

• Finally, everything you need for worship is printed in this bulletin, and hymns are in the 

red hymnal. 

TODAY’S FOCUS 

Triumph over sin, death, and the devil is already guaranteed by Jesus for all Christians. As we 

wait for the victory celebration, we pray that God will keep us in the faith so that we are ready 

when Jesus returns. 

SEASON’S FOCUS 

We are now approaching the close of the church year and the beginning of another. To mark the 

end of this year, the church celebrates the season of End Times. End Times reminds us that the 

time is short, and our Savior is coming again soon.  

SERVING IN WORSHIP 

Preacher/Presiding Minister ......................................................................................... Pastor Pappenfuss 

Musician - Martin .................................................................................................................... Shirley Hahn 

Head Usher - Martin ............................................................................................................... Jamie Saxton 

Scripture: Evangelical Heritage Version (EHV) © 2017 The Wartburg Project 

Music & Webcast: OneLicense.net # A-723587.  



The Divine Service 

HYMN  Praise to the Lord, the Almighty | 234 

INVOCATION Matthew 28:19 

 In the name of the Father and of the ☩ Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

  Amen. 

CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION 

  We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve 

him as his dear children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his 

wrath and punishment. Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead 

for his mercy.  

    Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless 

ways I have sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. 

But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to 

your unfailing love. Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt. 

  God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and 

innocent death of our ☩ Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt 

forever. You are his own dear child. May God give you strength to live 

according to his will. 

    Amen. 

GLORY TO GOD Gloria How Great Thou Art | 256 (1) 

  In the peace of forgiveness let us praise the Lord. 

O Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder 

Consider all the works thy hand hath made, 

I see the stars, I hear the mighty thunder, 

Thy pow’r throughout the universe displayed. 

Refrain: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From God’s 

Word we know 

that wherever 

God puts His 

name, there He is 

to bless. God has 

put His name—

Father, Son, and 

Holy Spirit—on 

us in Holy 

Baptism. The 

Divine Service 

begins with the 

words spoken 

over us at our 

baptisms. 

 

 

“The Office of the 

Keys is that 

special authority 

which Christ has 

given to His 

church on earth 

to forgive the sins 

of repentant 

sinners…” 

— Small 

Catechism 
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Then sings my soul, my Savior-God, to thee, 

“How great thou art! How great thou art!” 

Then sings my soul, my Savior-God to thee, 

“How great thou art! How great thou art!” 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

  The Lord be with you. 

     And also with you. 

  Let us pray:  

 Almighty God and Savior, you have set the final day and hour when we 

shall be delivered from this world of sin and death. Keep us ever watchful 

for the coming of your Son so that we may sit with him and all your holy 

ones at the marriage feast in heaven; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

     Amen. 

The Word 

FIRST READING  Ezekiel 37:15-28 

God promises an eternal future without sin. 

15The word of the LORD came to me: 

16“Now you, son of man, take one writing board and write on it: ‘Belonging to Judah 

and belonging to the sons of Israel associated with it.’ Then take another writing 

board and write on it: ‘Belonging to Joseph, Ephraim’s piece of wood, and the whole 

house of Israel associated with it.’ 17Then hold one board close to the other to make a 

single board for yourself, so that they are one in your hand. 

18“When your countrymen say to you, ‘Won’t you tell us what these things mean to 

you?’ 19then say to them, ‘This is what the LORD God says. I am going to take the 

board of Joseph, which is in the hand of Ephraim, and the tribes of Israel associated 

with it, and I will attach them to the board of Judah. In this way I will make them one 

board, so that they will be one in my hand.’ 20The boards on which you will write 

should be in your hand for them to see. 21Then say this to them. ‘This is what the 

LORD God says. I am going to take the sons of Israel from among the nations where 

. 

 

 

This greeting, 

known as the 

“Salutation,” has 

deep roots in 

Christian 

worship and 

marks the 

beginning of the 

Word section of 

the service. 

 

 

 

The Service of the 

Word is modeled 

after the 

Synagogue 

worship of the 

Hebrew people, 

which our Lord 

himself 

participated in 

and led, as 

recorded 

throughout the 

Gospels. 

Synagogue 

worship 

consisted of 

readings from the 

Law and the 

Prophets, which 

correspond to our 

Epistle and 

Gospel lessons. It 

also included the 

chanting of 

Psalms, which 

are reflected by 

our Psalm and 

Verse of the Day. 
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they have gone, and I will gather them from all around, and I will bring them to their 

own land. 22I will make them one nation in the land, on the mountains of Israel, and 

one king will be king for all of them. Never again will they be two nations, and never 

again will they be divided into two kingdoms. 23Never again will they defile 

themselves with their filthy idols, with their disgusting practices, and with all their 

rebellious actions. I will save them from all their apostasies by which they have 

sinned, and I will cleanse them. They will be my people, and I will be their God. 

24“‘My servant David will be King over them, and they will all have one Shepherd. 

They will follow my ordinances and be careful to keep my statutes. 25They will live in 

the land I gave my servant Jacob, where your fathers lived. They will live there—

they, their children, and their grandchildren—forever, and David my Servant will be 

their Prince forever. 26I will make a covenant of peace with them. It will be an 

everlasting covenant with them. I will establish them, and I will multiply them and 

set my sanctuary in their midst forever. 27My dwelling place will be over them. I will 

be their God, and they will be my people. 28Then the nations will know that I, the 

LORD, sanctify Israel when my sanctuary is in their midst forever.’”  

  The Word of the Lord. 

    Thanks be to God. 

PSALM OF THE DAY  pg 96 | 84 

The psalm is spoken together by the whole congregation. 

SECOND READING  Revelation 19:1-9 

God gives us a brief picture of the triumph celebration that is coming for God’s people.  

After these things I heard what seemed to be the loud sound of an immense crowd in 

heaven, saying:  

Alleluia! Salvation and glory and power belong to our God, 2for his 

judgments are true and just, because he has condemned the great prostitute 

who corrupted the earth with her immorality, and he has avenged his 

servants’ blood that was shed by her hand.  
3A second time they said, “Alleluia! Her smoke goes up forever and ever.”  
4Then the twenty-four elders and the four living creatures bowed down and 

worshipped God, who sits on the throne, saying, “Amen! Alleluia!”  
5And from the throne came a voice that said, “Praise our God, all you his servants 

and you who fear him, small and great.”  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As they 

worshiped, Old 

Testament 

believers 

responded to 

readings from the 

Scriptures by 

singing psalms. 

We continue this 

custom in our 

worship still 

today. 
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6And I heard what seemed to be the roar of a large crowd or the roar of many waters 

or the sound of loud rumblings of thunder, saying:  

Alleluia! For the Lord our God, the Almighty, reigns. 7Let us rejoice and be 

glad and give him glory, because the wedding of the Lamb has come.  

His bride has made herself ready, 8and she was given bright, clean, fine linen 

to wear.  

(In fact, the fine linen is the “not guilty” verdicts pronounced on the saints.)  
9The angel said to me, “Write: Blessed are those who are invited to the wedding 

supper of the Lamb.” He also said to me, “These are the true words of God.”  

  The Word of the Lord. 

    Thanks be to God. 

VERSE OF THE DAY Revelation 7:15a 

  Alleluia. “They are in front of the throne of God, and they serve him day and 

night in his temple.” Alleluia. 

 

GOSPEL Matthew 25:1-13 

Triumph is coming, be ready by faith.  

“At that time the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their lamps 

and went out to meet the bridegroom. 2Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. 
3When the foolish ones took their lamps, they did not take any oil with them; 4but the 

wise took oil in their containers with their lamps. 5While the bridegroom was 

delayed, they all became drowsy and fell asleep. 6But at midnight there was a shout, 

‘Look, the bridegroom! Come out to meet him!’ 7Then all those virgins got up and 

trimmed their lamps. 8The foolish ones said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil 

because our lamps are going out.’ 9But the wise answered, ‘No, there may not be 

enough for us and for you. Instead, go to those who sell oil and buy some for 

yourselves.’ 10But while they were away buying oil, the bridegroom came. Those who 

were ready went in with him to the wedding banquet, and the door was shut. 11Later, 

the other virgins also came and said, ‘Lord, Lord, let us in.’ 12But he answered, ‘Amen 

I tell you: I do not know you.’ 13Therefore, keep watch, because you do not know the 

day or the hour.” 

. 

 

 

God reveals 

himself to us in 

his word so that 

we can know 

salvation. In 

response to the 

reading of God’s 

Word, God’s 

people say, 

“Thanks be to 

God.” 

 

 

The Verse of the 

Day, 

traditionally 

called the 

Alleluia was 

normally 

chanted. It 

highlights a text 

of particular 

relevance to the 

theme of the day. 

 

 

We stand to hear 

the Gospel out of 

respect for the 

Savior. 
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  The Gospel of the Lord. 

  Praise be to you, O Christ. 

APOSTLES’ CREED Credo 

  I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

maker of heaven and earth.  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

born of the virgin Mary,  

suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

was crucified, died, and was buried.  

He descended into hell.  

The third day he rose again from the dead.  

He ascended into heaven  

and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.  

From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

the holy Christian Church,  

the communion of saints,  

the forgiveness of sins,  

the resurrection of the body,  

and the life everlasting. Amen.  

HYMN OF THE DAY Hauptlied Wake, Awake, For Night Is Flying | 206 

SERMON  Revelation 19:1-9 

“Victory Celebration” 

Upon hearing the 

Word, the 

congregation 

unites in one 

voice to speak a 

summary of the 

Christian faith 

just preached. 

The creeds 

signify our 

allegiance to 

Christian 

doctrine and 

unite us with 

over 2,000 years 

of Christian 

history. By 

repeating the 

creeds weekly, we 

equip ourselves 

for public 

witness by 

grounding our 

confession in the 

fundamentals of 

our faith. 

 

 

The Hymn of the 

Day was 

formerly known 

as the “Chief 

Hymn,” or 

“Hauptlied.” It is 

a Lutheran 

adaptation of a 

hymn called the 

“Sequence” 

(from the Latin 

Sequentia, or 

“what follows,” 

because it 

followed the 

Gospel). 
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OFFERING Savior, Thy Dying Love | 488 (1,4) 

We bring our offerings to the Lord to thank and praise him. These offering support 

Our Redeemer’s and Rock of Ages as well as our synod’s mission efforts around the 

world. Guests need not feel obligated to give, but are welcome to do so. 

Savior, thy dying love Thou gavest me; 

Nor should I aught withhold, Dear Lord, from thee. 

In love my soul would bow, My heart fulfill its vow, 

Some off’ring bring thee now, Something for thee. 

 

All that I am and have, Thy gifts so free, 

In joy, in grief, through life, Dear Lord, for thee! 

And when thy face I see, My ransomed soul shall be 

Through all eternity Something for thee. 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

  

.Using the words 

of the Psalmist 

(Psalm 51), we 

pray in the 

Offertory that 

God use the 

Word on which 

we have just 

listened and 

mediated to 

“create a pure 

heart” inside of 

us. We pray that 

he “does not cast 

us away,” but 

instead show us 

his salvation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

One of the many 

ways that 

Christians show 

what God is 

worth to them 

(the literal 

meaning of 

‘worship’) is by 

giving back to 

God from the 

many blessings 

God has given. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 

  Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name,  

thy kingdom come,  

thy will be done  

on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those  

who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom  

and the power and the glory  

forever and ever. Amen. 

HYMN  Around the Throne | 549 

DEPARTING PRAYER 

  Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for our learning. May 

we so hear them, read, learn, and take them to heart, that being strengthened 

and comforted by your Holy Word, we may cling to the blessed hope of 

everlasting life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  Amen. 

BLESSING Numbers 6:24-27 

   The Lord bless you and keep you.  

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  

The Lord look on you with favor and ☩ give you peace.  

 Amen. 

HYMN  Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word | 203 

 

“The Lord’s 

Prayer is a 

prayer above all 

prayers, the 

greatest of all 

prayers, which 

has been taught 

by the greatest 

Master of all, in 

which all 

spiritual and 

bodily trouble is 

comprehended 

and which is the 

strongest 

consolation in all 

temptations, 

tribulations, and 

in the last hour.” 

— Martin 

Luther 

 

Hymn 203 

This hymn was 

written in 1541 

by Martin Luther 

for a special 

prayer service 

because of the 

Muslim threat 

against 

Christianity. 

Muslim armies 

had conquered all 

the way to 

Vienna, and 

threatened all of 

Europe. This 

hymn is a prayer 

that God preserve 

his people 

regardless of the 

evil aims of this 

world. 
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