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“Christ the King Shepherds His People” 

 

Grace, mercy, and peace to you from the Lord God and his Servant Jesus, the son of David. Amen. 

 

Brothers and sisters in Christ, Jeremiah, prophet of the Lord, spent his whole lifetime in a 

miserable ministry. It was God’s task for him to preach warning after warning to the people 

who mostly ignored him and sometimes threatened to kill him. Jeremiah warned them that 

God’s wrath was coming, the city and temple would be destroyed, and the people would be 

taken away from their land into exile. 

The people didn’t listen. They kept on climbing up to the high places, the top of a hill or a 

mountain, somewhere closer to the sky where they could worship their idols. These were the 

gods of the Assyrians, to whom the Israelites were subject, gods who must be powerful, more 

powerful than the Lord who kept sending pessimistic prophets who said mean and scary 

things. 

The prophets of these idols had much more pleasant things to say. They denied that any sort of 

destruction was coming. No, they said, this temple will never be destroyed, it could not happen 

in our lifetime, life is good the way it is. 

An idol is worthless no matter how many people want to worship it, but the Lord is God, and his 

prophets’ message of law and destruction and warning were, of course, true. 

Four deportations happened when the Babylonians came and conquered Jerusalem. More and 

more people were ripped away from their homeland and transported over 500 miles away, 

never to see their homeland again. The temple of the Lord, built by Solomon, was torn down 

and burned.  

The people had ignored God’s prophets, ignored God’s message, and cheated on God with filthy 

idols. They could not ignore this. They could not ignore national tragedy or the destruction of 

the temple or the deportation of nearly the whole nation. God’s law crushes sinful hearts and 

sinful people. 

God sent his prophet Ezekiel to those crushed and broken people, and now, crushed for their 

sins, they were ready to hear the good news of the Gospel, of what their gracious God would do 

for them. 

Their own guilt was true, and they had been failed by their leaders, kings and priests, who did 

not guide them in the paths of righteousness. To people whose God-appointed shepherds had 

failed to faithfully do their task, God says this: 

I myself will seek the welfare of my flock and examine them carefully. As a shepherd examines 

his flock when he is with his sheep that have been scattered, so I will examine my flock and 

rescue them from all the places where they were scattered on a day of clouds and thick 

darkness. I will bring them out from the peoples and gather them from the countries and bring 

them to their own land. I will shepherd them on the mountains of Israel, in the valleys, and in 

all the settlements of the land. I will pasture them in good pasture, and their grazing land will 

be on the high mountains of Israel. There they will lie down in good grazing land, and they will 

pasture on rich pasture on the mountains of Israel. I myself will shepherd my flock, and I 

myself will let them lie down, declares the LORD God. I will seek the lost. I will bring back the 

strays. I will bind up the injured. I will strengthen the weak. 



God himself was going to rescue them. To those exiles, God repeats a promise he had made 

before. No matter how scattered, no matter how far from home, God, the Lord, would 

personally bring them back home. We can remember comfort, too, with these words. Today, 

God’s people are scattered all over the world, and we are so far away from our heavenly home, 

and there are times when it seems like heaven is the furthest thing away from us with so much 

trouble and busyness and stress between us and God in heaven that we’ll never get there. We 

have God’s promise that when Jesus returns, he will gather all of his people from every corner of 

the world, wherever it is that you are scattered, even if you are buried way out here, you will be 

raised and brought home into heaven.  

I will seek the lost. I will bring back the strays. I will bind up the injured. I will strengthen the 

weak. I will destroy the fat and the strong, and I will shepherd them in justice.  

The Lord God makes those promises to everyone; the offer is universal, and so you know it’s an 

offer for you. Sadly, not all think they need it. They’re called the fat and the strong here, and it’s 

not an indictment of a failure to diet and exercise, God is using a picture, and these sheep don’t 

think they need him. They feel that everything is fine the way it is, that life is good. God makes 

it clear, his offer of grace is not an offer to ignore justice or ignore sin, to let anything go. It’s an 

offer to be saved and found and brought back into God’s family and be healed of sin and be 

empowered by the Holy Spirit. 

The Lord God includes in that picture promise, good land, good grazing, good food, and safety, a 

place for the sheep to lie down, chosen by God himself, and healing for the injured, and God will 

provide this sure promise: 

Then I will raise up over them one Shepherd, and he will tend them, my servant David. He will 

tend them, and he will be their Shepherd. I, the LORD, will be their God, and my servant David 

will be the Prince among them. I, the LORD, have spoken.    

God and his servant David would provide these blessings. But know this – King David had died 

and was buried with his fathers 400 years before this. This was a promised reaffirming that, 

from David’s line, the Savior would come.  

That’s what Bartimaeus, the blind man, was confessing when he shouted out, “Jesus, Son of 

David, have mercy on me!” It didn’t matter than his eyes couldn’t see anything. He had eyes of 

faith that could see clearly. Jesus was the descendant of David that God had promised who 

would shepherd and gather and lead and heal his people. And in addition to being healed from 

his sin and guilt, Jesus also gave Bartimaeus his sight back, too.  

Jesus is that for you too. Your eyes, thought they work, don’t see Jesus. He isn’t visibly with us, 

but you have eyes of faith that can see clearly. Jesus is our King and Prince and Shepherd, the 

descendant of David that God promised to send. 

Jesus gathers us around his word, and feeds our souls. Jesus gathers us for the sacrament, and 

feeds us with himself, and you get to taste and see all over again that the Lord is good, as we 

proclaim the Lord’s death (and our forgiveness, eternal life, and salvation) until he comes again 

to gather all his people into heaven.  

That is God’s promise, and it’s for you, and it will happen, because God says, “I, the Lord, have 

spoken.” Amen.           

 

 

  



Text: Ezekiel 34:11-16,23-24 

God himself will shepherd and care for his people.  

11For this is what the LORD God says: I myself will seek the welfare of my flock and examine them carefully. 12As a 

shepherd examines his flock when he is with his sheep that have been scattered, so I will examine my flock and rescue 

them from all the places where they were scattered on a day of clouds and thick darkness. 13I will bring them out from the 

peoples and gather them from the countries and bring them to their own land. I will shepherd them on the mountains of 

Israel, in the valleys, and in all the settlements of the land. 14I will pasture them in good pasture, and their grazing land 

will be on the high mountains of Israel. There they will lie down in good grazing land, and they will pasture on rich 

pasture on the mountains of Israel. 15I myself will shepherd my flock, and I myself will let them lie down, declares the 

LORD God. 16I will seek the lost. I will bring back the strays. I will bind up the injured. I will strengthen the weak. I will 

destroy the fat and the strong, and I will shepherd them in justice.                      

23Then I will raise up over them one Shepherd, and he will tend them, my servant David. He will tend them, and he will 

be their Shepherd. 24I, the LORD, will be their God, and my servant David will be the Prince among them. I, the LORD, have 

spoken.  

 

 


