
Sermon for Advent 1 

December 3, 2017 

 

“God Saves In Baptism Through Christ” 

 

Grace, mercy, and peace to you from God who saves you by baptism through the resurrection of Jesus 

Christ. Amen. 

 

Dear people for whom Christ suffered so that he could bring you to God, are you busy getting 

ready for Christmas? Many people feel extra busy in the holiday season from Thanksgiving to 

Christmas. Maybe the song needs to be updated – not the happiest time of the year, but it’s the 

busiest time of the year. 

Have you gotten your Christmas lights up yet? Or the tree? Maybe you’ve gotten a start. Perhaps 

you’ve switched to your Christmas song playlist on Spotify already.  

“Get ready” is the theme of the Advent season of the church year. Advent comes from Latin and 

means “coming.” In the season of Advent, we get ready to celebrate the first time that Jesus 

came, marked by his birth Christmas celebrated by angels and shepherds. God’s people of the 

Old Testament were anticipating that coming of the Anointed One, designated by God to save 

the world.  

You and I get to celebrate Christmas as something accomplished. Jesus has already come and 

saved the world. For you and me in the New Testament, the coming that we want to be ready 

for is the second one, when Jesus will come again to end this world.  

There is a lot to get ready for. To get ready to celebrate Jesus, the Savior who came, and get 

ready for him to come again to gather his people to heaven and to send his enemies to hell.  

And there certainly are and have been many enemies of God. Consider God’s own commentary 

on the state of the world: “The LORD saw that the wickedness of mankind was great on the 

earth, and that all the thoughts and plans they formed in their hearts were only evil every day.”  

God was describing the world in the days of Noah with those words, but when he looks down at 

our community, I wonder how much different his commentary would be. As much as you 

might enjoy the wide open sky and the fresh air and views that stretch for miles and miles, 

when you consider the attitudes and words and actions of us and our neighbors, God’s words 

hit close to home. Certainly, you are God’s people, and you do many things that are good and 

pleasing in God’s sight. But we also know what a constant companion sin is, even for us who are 

God’s people, and we’re surrounded by many who are not God’s people because they are 

separated from God by their own unbelief.  

To that wicked, evil world, God sent Noah, who spent 120 years building the ark that God had 

commanded, and preaching God’s message, “Get ready. God is going to destroy this world 

because of wickedness. Repent!” 

All but 8 people in the world at that time ignored God’s message. They didn’t get ready and they 

didn’t repent and now they are in hell. The flood God threatened came and wiped them off the 

face of the earth.  

They could have been saved. God was patient, though he didn’t have to be. God was gracious 

and merciful and gave Noah as a faithful preacher and witness to God’s truth. Jesus came and 

died for those people’s sins, but they did not believe God, and so when those people saw Jesus, it 

was terrifying, because Jesus, who had just suffered and paid for the sins of the world, came 



back to life, marched into hell, and announced his victory like the general of a successful 

invasion. They could have been saved, but they rejected the message, and are now paying for it 

with eternal torment. 

What a warning that is for us, and what a way for us to understand what it means that Jesus 

suffered, the righteous for the unrighteous. That’s us. What happened to the people of the earth 

in Noah’s day was horrible – it was totally deserved, and horrible—and it could have been us. 

We have same sickening capacity for sin and evil and wickedness. 

Unrighteous. That is God’s commentary on the sinful nature that each one of us has. Where God 

expected love, we gave hate. Where God expected service, we were selfish. Where God expected 

glory and praise to him, we gave glory and praise to anything else. Where God demanded 

holiness, we produced sin, and we did it abundantly.  

Somehow, God still loved us, the way he still loved and gave mercy and had patience in the 

years leading up to the flood. We have each earned terror, destruction, death, and hell for 

ourselves by our sins, but God sent Jesus Christ to suffer once for sins in our place. 

Jesus Christ is everything we were supposed to be. Where God expected love, Jesus loved others. 

Where God required service, Jesus served those who didn’t deserve it. Where God required glory 

and praise, Jesus gave God glory and praise. Where God demanded holiness, Jesus was holy. 

Righteous. That is God’s commentary on Jesus’ entire life and existence.  

Jesus suffered once for sin in our place. The righteous one suffered for all the unrighteous ones. 

The one who was everything God required suffered for us who did nothing that God required.  

Jesus did this so that he could bring us to God. To go to God, you have to be righteous. We were 

unrighteous and we were unable to go to God by ourselves. Jesus could bring us to God by 

suffering in our place. He could lift us up to God in a similar way to the flood waters lifting up 

the ark over the terror, destruction, and death on the face of the earth.  

In fact, the flood waters, which saved Noah’s family of 8, correspond to waters of baptism, 

which is one of the ways that Jesus gives his righteous and brings you to God.  

Baptism is plain water that works a change bigger than any tsunami, because the plain, regular 

water of baptism is connected to God’s powerful Word and used by God’s command. It washes 

you. That’s the root meaning of baptize – to wash—but it’s not like washing your hands before 

supper to get the dirt off them. Baptism washes you clean from sin. It washes you clean from 

guilt. It washes away your unrighteousness. Baptism guarantees you a good conscience before 

God. Jesus has brought you to God. You are able to stand before God confidently, knowing that 

you are forgiven and free from sin, because baptism connects you to Jesus, and Jesus rose from 

the dead, and he went to heaven and is at the right of God, with angels, authorities, and powers 

made subject to him. 

Get ready to celebrate Christmas, when Jesus came to do all of that for you. Get ready for him to 

come again, by confessing your sins and being confident that you washed clean by God’s 

gracious gift of baptism. Amen. 

 

  



Text: 1 Peter 3:18-22 

As Noah and his family were saved by the flood waters that floated the ark, baptism saves because of the resurrection of Jesus. 

18Christ also suffered once for sins in our place, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God. He was put to death 

in flesh but was made alive in spirit, 19in which he also went and made an announcement to the spirits in prison. 20These 

spirits disobeyed long ago, when God’s patience was waiting in the days of Noah while the ark was being built. In this ark 

a few, that is, eight souls, were saved by water. 21And corresponding to that, baptism now saves you—not the removal of 

dirt from the body but the guarantee of a good conscience before God through the resurrection of Jesus Christ. 22He went 

to heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers made subject to him.  

 


