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“Don’t Miss Out” 

 

Grace, mercy, and peace to you from the Lord, who is coming soon. Amen. 

 

Dear friends, when is the Lord coming? “Soon,” says Jesus, but many people have skeptically 

said, “Does Jesus know what the word soon actually means?” The Christians Peter was writing 

too had been eagerly expecting Jesus to come back “soon,” and were urgently evangelizing 

others so that they too could be ready, but as time when on, more and more they had to deal 

with skeptics. “If he was coming, he would have come by now. He’s not coming back.” When 

Peter wrote this letter, it had been about 35 years since Jesus ascended. 

“Maybe he forgot,” crowed the skeptics, “or maybe he’s got more important things to do. Either 

way, he’s not coming.” And time seemed to agree with the skeptics. Some of the Christians were 

changing their tone. Their confident, “The Lord is coming,” was turning into, for some of them, 

“Is the Lord coming?” 

That was a struggle some of our fellow saints were going through after waiting 35 years for 

Jesus to return. It’s now been 2,000 years that Jesus has been coming soon, and all those years, 

God kept his promise that seedtime and harvest, summer heat and winter cold, wind and rain 

and snow have all kept on happening, and we expect, they will keep on happening indefinitely. 

Is the Lord coming? Peter says, “Do not forget this one thing, dear friends: For the Lord, one day 

is like a thousand years, and a thousand years are like one day.” On our calendar, it’s been 2,000 

years. We’re bound by time. We can only move forward through time. God isn’t bound by time. 

He doesn’t live in time. God created and controls time.  

What Peter’s saying is that part of our concern about if the Lord really is coming or how soon 

“soon” should be is that we’re trying put our calendar onto God and it doesn’t work that way. 

Our calendars can’t handle God’s scheduling, because our calendars are based on human time. 

When God tells us that he is coming soon, that’s all he reveals because that’s all that we need to 

know. The Lord could return before I finish this sentence. Or not. We don’t know, but we do not 

that his return is the soon because it’s the next part of his plan, and we want to be ready for it to 

happen. 

Peter tells us that when the Lord comes, he will come like a thief. Suddenly. Unexpectedly. 

Surprisingly. Even though he told us to be ready, it’ll catch us suddenly. 

And for all that it seems the world we keep on going forever, season after season, we remember 

that God’s promise after the flood began with, “As long as the earth endures.” God will end this 

world, and Peter reveals to us, true to God’s promise, it won’t be with water. This time, it will be 

with fire. Fire hot enough to melt and destroy the entire world. 

What a terrifying surprise that will be for all the skeptics who don’t believe God’s Word, when it 

does happen, and this world is destroyed. And how horrible it will be for everyone who isn’t 

ready for that day.  

But now we need to shift gears with Peter, and go back to talking about time. It does seem like, 

according to our human calendars, God is taking a long time. And the accusations are that God 

is slow because he’s weak or inept. Peter sets the record straight. God isn’t slow or weak or inept 

to keep his promise, but God is patient, just like the last time. The last time God destroyed the 



world and started over, he waited patiently for 120 years before sending the flood, giving 

people an undeserved chance to repent. This time, God has waited patiently for 2,000 years and 

counting “for your sakes, not wanting anyone to perish, but all to come to repentance.” 

God’s patience is good news. The fact that you are sitting here right now hearing God’s Word so 

that you can go to heaven is a result of God’s patience. If God had already come a hundred years 

ago, none of use would have ever been born or converted. None of us would have heaven. But 

God knew you and loved you before you were born, and he wanted to share his love and truth 

with you, and he wants you to join him in heaven, and so he’s kept the world turning for you. 

And he’ll keep the world turning until he has gathered in faith all of his elect.  

Just as God has kept his promises in the past, he’s keeping this promise too. The Lord is coming. 

You can say it as a fact. You can also say it with excitement. The Lord is coming! 

The terror of a world-melting fire isn’t terror for you. Because, “according to his promise we 

look forward to new heavens and a new earth, in which righteousness dwells.” For as much 

blessing as God pours out onto us during our time on this earth, this world is corrupted by sin. 

There’s evil, wickedness, poverty, starvation, hurricanes, flooding, elder neglect, tragic car 

accidents, words that sting, surgeries that don’t fix the problem, and diseases with no known 

cure.  

God promised to fix that. God is going to fix that, and he’s going to start by burning up this 

earth and the heavens. But God will, either by destroying and creating new or by destroying and 

reforming, create new heavens and a new earth, in which righteousness dwells. A perfect 

world, missing all of the things that cause sorrow and heartache and pain and depression. 

There will be only righteousness. God will be there. The angels will be there. All of the believers 

will be there. 

You will be there, having been cleansed and purified and made righteous by the blood of Jesus, 

true God and true man, the only Savior, shed for you because of the grace, mercy, and love of 

God. 

So it comes as no surprise, then, considering what you know is coming and what it means for 

you as a redeemed child of God, credited with righteousness by faith, that it affects what you do 

while you wait. “Make every effort to be found in peace, spotless and blameless in his sight.” 

“Since all these things will be destroyed, what kind of people ought you to be, living in holiness 

and godliness…”  

All this good news doesn’t leave us being idle, or indifferent, or lazy, or apathetic. It gives us 

urgency. The Lord is coming! He’s invested heavily in equipping you with the means to spread 

that message, exclamation point included. You know God’s grace, mercy, and love. You know 

Jesus’ death, resurrection, ascension, and his coming return. That’s what puts the exclamation 

point on the end of that sentence. The Lord is coming! And until the Lord comes, you’ve got 

some time left to explain it all to someone, maybe a whole bunch of someones. Because of God’s 

patience, they’ve got a chance, and God has given you the invitation to deliver, so that “the Lord 

is coming!” can be good news for them, just like it is for you. Amen. 

 

 

 

  



Text: 2 Peter 3:8-14 

God’s patience is grace, giving many opportunities to repent, but the end is coming; don’t waste your opportunity. 

8But do not forget this one thing, dear friends: For the Lord, one day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years are like 

one day. 9The Lord is not slow to do what he promised, as some consider slowness. Instead, he is patient for your sakes, 

not wanting anyone to perish, but all to come to repentance.  

10But the day of the Lord will come like a thief. On that day the heavens will pass away with a roar, the elements will be 

dissolved as they burn with great heat, and the earth and what was done on it will be burned up. 11Therefore, since all these 

things will be destroyed, what kind of people ought you to be, living in holiness and godliness, 12as you look forward to 

and hasten the coming of the day of God? That day will cause the heavens to be set on fire and destroyed, and the elements 

to melt as they burn with great heat. 13But according to his promise we look forward to new heavens and a new earth, in 

which righteousness dwells.  

14Therefore, dear friends, as you look forward to these things, make every effort to be found in peace, spotless and blameless 

in his sight.   

 


