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“Ready to Receive” 

 

Grace, mercy, and peace to you from the Most High. Amen. 

 

Greetings to you who are highly favored, because God has revealed salvation to you. Christmas 

is getting close. We’re only a week away from Christmas Eve, and there’s a good chance that 

some presents have started to accumulate under the tree or are at least hidden somewhere in 

the house waiting to be wrapped. Are you, as our theme of the day asks, are you ready to receive 

what’s coming?  

When it comes to receiving presents, that’s probably an unnecessary question, isn’t it? You 

might not like every present you get, but I don’t know anyone who truly doesn’t want anything 

at all. Certainly, the best present that many families can give each other in these days of being 

spread out might simply be actual, real, physical presence in the same house for a few days. 

It’s pretty easy to be ready to receive when God’s will and your own plan line up. If your goal for 

Christmas is that all the kids manage to get off work and make their way home for Christmas, 

and God says, “Guess what? You kids are all getting off work and making their way home for 

Christmas,” perfect! Bring it on God, I’m ready to receive according to you will. I pray that you 

get a lot of good things from God this Christmas. 

But you know where this is going, don’t you? What’s the challenge before us today? Are we 

ready to receive when God’s will is different from our own plan? That can be really, really hard 

to adjust our expectations to what God actually gives to us. Today, we’re going to learn from the 

example of a great Christian woman, the virgin Mary, the mother of our Lord, when she got a 

huge surprise from God, announced by an angel.  

The angel coming was quite a surprise. I don’t think anyone could ever be ready to have a 

mighty, holy angel appear to them, and don’t forget that part of the extra surprise was that 

from the prophet Malachi, who wrote the last book of the Old Testament, until the New 

Testament time, God had been silent for about 400 years. God’s Word had, of course, still been 

available, but no prophets had been sent to God’s people. No angel appearances had been 

recorded. It was that much extra surprising for God to be breaking his silence. And Mary, true to 

what you’d expect from any person, she was greatly troubled, even though the angel paid her a 

high compliment with his greeting. She wondered what kind of a greeting this was. What’s 

coming next? 

What was coming next was life changing and history-changing. It was life-changing for Mary –

she was going to have a baby. That was exciting, life-changing news. It was also potentially 

disastrous and complicated since Mary would have to talk to Joseph, to whom she was pledged 

to be married. It was also history and world changing news, though, because this would be no 

ordinary baby. He would be named Jesus, because he would save his people from their sins. He 

would be called the Son of the Most High. It was Messiah that she would give birth to. From the 

chosen people, THE chosen one to fulfill God’s greatest promises – that was the baby she was 

going to have. 

And the angel explained that God would make this all happen by a miracle. And here’s what we 

want to see and learn form Mary – she was ready to receive. God’s will for her was definitely not 

something she had ever imagined would happen, definitely not expected. For all the 

complications this would put into her life and relationships, not something easy or convenient. 



But cutting through all the other questions and ramifications and possible doubts and the plain 

old shock of the situation, Mary’s faith shines as she gives her calm and confident response. 

“See, I am the Lord’s servant. May it happen to me as you have said.”  

Wow. What an inspiring and uplifting example of faith for you and me to learn from today. 

God’s will and Mary’s plan weren’t the same, but when God revealed his will to Mary, she 

willingly and readily adjusted to God’s will. 

God doesn’t usually use an angel to announce a major shift in our lives, but God does through 

normal means and through his Word, reveal his will to us and sometimes, from our 

perspective, we’re going along on one plan and God’s will is revealed to be totally different. Are 

you ready to receive?  

Consider a similar situation. A teenage girl, who’s not a virgin, finds out she’s pregnant. Aside 

from the sin, which God forgives, her situation has quite a bit in common with Mary. They 

share some of the very same thoughts and concerns. And in both of those cases, they have 

received – Mary by the angel, the teenager by a pregnancy test – a revelation of God’s will, “You 

are going to be a mother.”  The baby is a life-changing blessing. Are you ready to receive? 

Or lets flip to the opposite situation, a couple who’s going about things in God’s good order, but 

can’t seem to get pregnant. That’s a hard situation to be in too. It doesn’t make sense how a 

loving couple with a stable household yearning for a baby doesn’t get to have one, and doesn’t 

know if they’ll ever get to have one. Are you ready to receive no children from God?  

Moving on from a child-related scenario, farmers, the prices are down. I think anyone would be 

very ready to receive a doubling in prices over the next month. That would be a pretty easy 

adjustment to make, and a great blessing. Are you ready to receive neck surgery or a heart 

attack that forces you to slow down? Those adjustments would be harder to make, wouldn’t 

they? Unlike rising prices, those would involve pain and worry about the future. 

There’s a lot of other job or health-related scenarios in which a person’s life could change 

suddenly from the direction it seems to be going right now. And many of those situations 

would be hard to handle well, difficult to adjust to, and challenging to be ready to receive with 

the calm confidence that Mary displayed. 

But you can, because you have the same knowledge and same God and same faith that Mary 

had.  

Even before the angel appeared to Mary and gave her that life-changing news, Mary already had 

life-changing faith. She knew God. She knew his power to create the world from nothing. She 

knew the tragedy of the fall into sin. She knew God’s grace that promised a savior to the world. 

She knew how God keeps his promises, even when it seemed impossible. Abraham, the father of 

the Jewish people, had his one son at the age of 100. The Israelites, powerless slaves, were 

marched out of Egypt by God’s power to go and claim the Promised Land from people big and 

powerful. Even after the deportation and exile in Babylon, when all hope for a Jewish people 

and nation for the Savior to come from seemed lost, God kept his promise and brought back a 

remnant to keep the line of descent of the savior going. Mary knew that just as God had kept his 

promises and shown his might in the past, God would keep the promise that the savior would 

and would save the world from sin. God had already given to Mary the great gift to know and 

believe and trust all of that. So when the angel appeared and gave her the news, Mary was ready 

to receive whatever her good, gracious, powerful, loving, merciful God had planned for her. 

Since Mary’s time, more history has happened, and so you have even more evidence of God’s 

goodness and promises kept. You know that God kept his promise to Mary, and though a virgin, 



she miraculous became pregnant with Jesus, and gave birth to the Savior. You know that Jesus 

grew up, serving and loving God the Father. You know that Jesus kept and obeyed God’s law 

perfectly, exactly the way God demands from us. You know that Jesus entered Jerusalem riding 

on donkey, just as was prophesied, and knew that he was going to be dead in less than a week by 

the excruciating penalty of crucifixion. And he went willingly because he loved you and the rest 

of the world’s people and his whole purpose and mission on earth was to glorify God the Father 

by rescuing all of us humans from sin, death, and the devil’s power. Jesus completed his 

promise from all the way back in the Garden of Eden when he crushed the devil’s head by dying. 

And that wasn’t the end. Jesus rose back to life from the dead, proof positive that God accepted 

the payment for the sin of the world. And Jesus ascended, by his power as God, retaking his 

position of ultimate authority and ruling the world for the spiritual benefit of all his people.  

And that is why you can have calm confidence in all circumstances and situations, even ones 

that sound horrible to even talk about, let alone actually have to go through. When your plan 

and God’s plan are different, you know that God’s plan is always better than yours and has your 

best interest at the heart of it. By faith, you are ready to receive God’s hand-crafted, perfect plan 

to get you into heaven. Amen.  

 

 

 

Text: GOSPEL Luke 1:26-38 

Mary receives the good news that she would give birth to the Christ. 

26In the sixth month, the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a town of Galilee named Nazareth, 27to a virgin pledged in 

marriage to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28The angel went to her 

and said, “Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is with you. Blessed are you among women.”  

29But she was greatly troubled by the statement and was wondering what kind of greeting this could be. 30The angel said to 

her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, because you have found favor with God. 31Listen, you will conceive and give birth to a son, 

and you are to name him Jesus. 32He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him 

the throne of his father David. 33He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and his kingdom will never end.”  

34Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?”  

35The angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. So 

the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God. 36Listen, Elizabeth, your relative, has also conceived a son in her old 

age even though she was called barren, and this is her sixth month. 37For nothing will be impossible for God.”  

38Then Mary said, “See, I am the Lord’s servant. May it happen to me as you have said.” Then the angel left her.  

 


