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“Glory Revealed and Hidden” 

 

Grace, mercy, and peace to you from Jesus, born King of the Jews, the Christ. Amen. 

 

Dear worshippers of Jesus, our God does the impossible. One of the psalms puts it this way: “Our 

God is in the heavens. He does everything that pleases him.” God does whatever he wants to, 

regardless of how hard, how long, how unappreciated, or how different it is from what we 

would think is best.  

In fact, God can do opposites at the very same time. Is God revealed or is God hidden? Does God 

show his glory or does God keep his glory under wraps, a secret?  

And the easy way out would be to say that sometimes God reveals and other times God hides it, 

like when Jesus did a miracle, he was revealing glory and when Jesus let himself be arrested he 

was hiding his glory. 

But here today, in the story of the Wise Men’s visit, we see that God both revealed and hid his 

glory with the very same action. The action that revealed also hid his glory, similar to Jesus’ 

parables, some of which were purposely told as parables so that only believers would 

understand them, and unbelievers would not.  

Let’s start with good news. God revealed his glory to the Wise Men. The magi/magi (not our 

debate today) were a class of people in Babylonian society (so they are assumed to have traveled 

from Babylon) who studied astrology and were advisers to kings and government officials. 

During the Babylonian captivity of the Israelites, Daniel was placed in charge of that group of 

people, which might be where they learned about the Bible. 

They saw a star and recognized that it was a new star, a unique star, and we don’t know by what 

method, but God revealed to them what the special star meant. The prophesied king of the Jews 

had been born. They were so convinced and so excited that they packed up and traveled, if they 

came from Babylon, about 500 miles, a very long journey by camel or horse, because they 

wanted to meet this special baby.  

Let’s contrast that with the people of Jerusalem, to whom Jesus remained hidden, even though 

he was the prophesied king of the Jews.  

The way God tells the story sets us up perfectly to see that conflict between revealed and 

hidden. Here’s how God tells the story: 

After Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, when Herod was king, Wise Men from the east 

came to Jerusalem. They asked, 2“Where is he who has been born King of the Jews? We saw 

his star when it rose and have come to worship him.” 

The Wise Men arrive in the capital city, and ask for the whereabout of the king of the Jews, and 

even cite the star as their proof that he was born. But here is the reaction: 

3When King Herod heard this, he was alarmed, and all Jerusalem with him. 

I imagine that the Wise Men were surprised that it wasn’t common knowledge that he had been 

born. It could be surprising to us too. The Bible scholars knew the prophecy, from Micah, that 

there was no question – the Christ would be born in the city of Bethlehem in Judah. But they 

didn’t know that it had happened – less than 6 miles away. Angels appeared to shepherds in the 

field, and the shepherds ran around town telling everybody what had happened. But a couple 



months or as much as 2 years later, the residents of Jerusalem didn’t know about the big deal 

that had happened in Bethlehem. It was hidden from them. 

Mary got to see God’s glory revealed even more when the Wise Men arrived. Important 

strangers from far away came to see God’s son. They bowed down and worshipped him. Can 

you imagine that? Some people do the math that Herod found out the exact time of the star’s 

appearing, and after this, sent his army to Bethlehem to murder all the boys age 2 or less, that 

the maximum possible age of Jesus was 2 years old, who could walk around and had a small 

vocabulary of words he had learned how to say. The Wise Men bowed down him, and opened up 

their treasures and gave him gold – a royal gift for a king. They gave him incense – a churchy 

gift for our Great High Priest. They gave him myrrh – an aromatic resin often used in 

embalming – a fitting gift for one who would give his life as the ransom payment for the sin of 

the whole world. Mary got to see it happen, and the glory of the Son of the Most High was 

revealed even more to her. 

Herod, the king, is the opposite. He was alarmed that there was a potential challenge to his 

power. Other historical records tell us that Herod had murdered three of his own sons, his 

wife’s brother, and his own wife. He was a violent man, even in his own family.  

And he was cunning. He lied to the Wise Men so that he could find out how to track down and 

kill the baby, not worship him.  

Herod wasn’t truly Jewish, he was a descendant of Esau, not Jacob, but there he was – he had the 

temple in town. He had the chief priests and Bible scholars at his beck and call. The Wise Men 

told him they were looking for the King of the Jews. The Bible scholars told him it was the 

prophecy of the Christ.  

It remained hidden from Herod. He didn’t believe it, and all he wanted was to keep his power, 

which meant getting rid of the baby born in Bethlehem.  

The same revelation from God showed Mary all the more that Jesus is the Son of God, and it led 

Herod further into unbelief and sin. The same message from the Wise Men. 

It works the same way today. The very same revelation of God has two different effects. For 

unbelievers, Jesus’ glory is hidden, even though it’s right here in the Bible, plain to see.  

How many times did the grown-up Jesus say it? “Whoever has hears to hear, let them hear.”  

How many times did the Jews says it back, “Show us a sign, then we’ll believe.” 

How many people still act like the Jews, who wanted any sign other than the many God gave? 

“If Jesus appeared to me, then I’d believe in him.” “If God sent an angel to me, then I’d know it 

was true.” “If God heals my grandmother of her painful cancer, then I’d believe in him.”  

How does a person know that the Bible is real, right, and revealed directly from God? 

You read it. 

And you have, and the Holy Spirit has done his work on you, so that the glory of Jesus is clear 

and plain to you, so that the ears you have hear God’s Word and you get it.  

You see the Wise Men bowing down, worshipping, and giving offerings to your great God and 

Savior Jesus. You see his glory, even as a toddler, worthy to receive the worship he was given, 

and worthy to receive the gifts he was given. You see Jesus’ glory, being a perfect, holy, 

righteous infant for you, so that he could replace your infancy with his in God’s sight. You see 

Jesus’ glory, being a perfect, holy, righteous toddler for you, so that he could replace your 

terrible twos with his own holy, righteous, terrific twos. You see the glory of God in Jesus, who 



came to earth to do the whole human experience for you, to replace your life with his own 

perfect, holy, righteous life.  

Grow in your appreciation of Jesus’ glory. Look at his glory, painted dazzlingly for you in Bible. 

See his glory in what he’s done for you in his life, suffering, death, and resurrection. See his 

glory in what’s he’s done for you in your life, guiding you through infancy, childhood, and as 

far as you’ve made it in adulthood so far. See his glory in what he’s doing now. He’s continuing 

to guide all things for your blessing. He’s continue to work through you, too, to be a blessing to 

your family, relatives, friends, coworkers, and neighbors. Look all around you, and look in your 

Bible, and see the glory of God revealed. Amen. 

 

Text: Matthew 2:1-12 

The Wise Men travel to worship Jesus. 

After Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, when Herod was king, Wise Men from the east came to Jerusalem. They 

asked, 2“Where is he who has been born King of the Jews? We saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.” 
3When King Herod heard this, he was alarmed, and all Jerusalem with him. 4He gathered together all the people’s chief 

priests and experts in the law. He asked them where the Christ was to be born. 5They said to him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, 

because this was written through the prophet:  

6You, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are certainly not least among the rulers of Judah: because out 

of you will come a ruler, who will shepherd my people, Israel.”  

7Then Herod secretly summoned the Wise Men and found out from them exactly when the star had appeared. 8He sent 

them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and search carefully for the child. When you find him, report to me, so that I may also 

go and worship him.”  

9After listening to the king, they went on their way. Then the star they had seen when it rose went ahead of them, until it 

stood still over the place where the child was. 10When they saw the star, they rejoiced with overwhelming joy. 11After they 

went into the house and saw the child with Mary, his mother, they bowed down and worshipped him. Then they opened 

their treasures and offered him gifts: gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 12Since they had been warned in a dream not to  

 


