
Devotion for January 10, 2018 

 
 

When you’re alone in the dark, your imagination can make you your own worst enemy 

as it imagines things in the shadows. Lots of kids use a night light to avoid total darkness 

in the bedrooms at night. Plenty of adults, when home alone, leave lights on all over the 

house because it just doesn’t feel as safe when you can see a darkened, empty room.  

So many people feel that same darkness and sense of dread hanging over them because 

their spiritual life is missing and they are alone in the dark, without God. 

“Arise!” God says through his prophet Isaiah, “Shine!” Two important commands, two 

things very different from a child hiding under the blankets to avoid monsters or a 

person racing up the steps from the creepy basement. “Arise, shine,” God says, “For your 

light has come, and the glory of the Lord is dawning upon you.” 

God himself is the one and only light that shines into and chases away the darkness of 

sin and guilt – and gives to a person like you the ability to arise with confidence in God’s 

forgiveness and protection, and gives to a person like you the ability to shine, to become 

like a candle set on fire by God and now shining into the lives of family and friends, 

chasing back darkness there too.  

We’re now into the Epiphany season of the church year, which celebrates Jesus, the Light 

of the world, revealing himself and shining into the darkness of unbelief, sin, and guilt to 

chase it away with forgiveness, love, and healing. Jesus is the light that has come and the 

glory of the Lord that dawns upon you.  

Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the LORD is dawning upon you. 
2Look, darkness covers the earth, and deep darkness covers the peoples, but the LORD will 

dawn upon you, and his glory will be seen over you. (Isaiah 60:1-2 EHV) 

 

 

 


