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“Baptism Reveals God’s Power” 

 

Grace, mercy, and peace to you from God who has all power and might to grant it to you. Amen. 

 

Dear people who have come to believe in God, we’re talking about power today. What’s 

powerful to you? Ford, Dodge, and Chevy all want to tell you about how powerful of a truck you 

can buy from them, how many horsepower and foot-pounds of torque they can put at your 

disposal. That’s strength as a form of power. How about authority as power? Like the ability to 

tell a hired man what needs done and they go do it. What about influence as power? Some 

people have no position, status, or strength, but they have the ability to persuade and excite 

other people to take action. 

God’s power – what kind is it? He got strength, to do anything, including make this world. He’s 

got authority. The devil himself went to ask permission from God to make Job suffer, and could 

only accomplish what God permitted. Jesus cast out demons many times. God’s got influence. 

Look at all the Christians running around the world doing good stuff because they love God. 

God has power. We even call him the Almighty, or God almighty because he’s got all might, all 

power. 

That means God has the power to punish sinners like you and me for the sins we have 

committed. That’s a scary thought, a that would be fun to avoid, in fact, a thought that many 

people try to deny. 

And even though God has the power to punish sinners, when you look around at the world, it 

doesn’t always look like it. Consider Paul and Silas, who were doing mission work in the city of 

Philippi, in northern Greece. They were being heckled by a demon-possessed fortune-teller, and 

when they cast the demon out (by the power of God) the fortune-teller’s owners were quite 

unhappy, riled up a crowd, and got Paul and Silas beaten and thrown into the inner prison, in 

the stocks. That surely didn’t look like their God had any power left after casting out the demon. 

It seemed like Paul and Silas were left out to dry. 

It doesn’t always look like God has power. Do you know someone who did something bad and 

seems to have gotten away with it? I’m sure you have – probably too many times to count, 

whether you’re in school and you know who’s getting away with goofing off, not paying 

attention, or getting someone else to do their work for them. You might know people that seem 

to be two-faced, who act really saintly in some situations, and in others curse and swear like a 

hardened convict. You might know some people who seem to get away with ignoring God and 

even defying God, openly saying that they don’t believe in him and they’ll never give him credit 

for anything. If God has so much power, why doesn’t he zap a few people with the proverbial 

lightning bolt, and set the example, scare’em straight? 

You know why he doesn’t. It’s that whole grace and love and patience thing, that God wants all 

people to be saved, he wants all people to come to a knowledge of the truth. So God gives people 

chances. He doesn’t owe anybody a chance, but he gives them pretty freely. Really, if a person 

lives in a place like this one, where God’s Word in use and available, and the sacraments are 

offered, a person’s whole life is a series of chances to learn the truth. We call that the time of 

grace – that a person’s life on earth is their chance to come to faith.  

God’s patience is incredible, and massive, and deep, and long, but it’s not unlimited. And any 

chance to hear and believe the truth could be the last one. The jailer was almost there, he almost 



took his own life and would have missed out on the salvation that Paul and Silas had been 

singing about all night. 

This was one of his chances, maybe his first one, the jailer’s first time that he came into contact 

with the word of God. And whatever the jailer had thought about gods or religion or if he had 

ever heard about the true God before, he came face to face with reality. 

When the earthquake happened, and he saw that the doors were open, the jailer thought 

everything was lost. Roman law said that if your prisoners escaped, you got to have their 

punishment – whatever it was. A whole prison escaping certainly meant death or life in prison, 

and rather than live with that, the jailer was ready to fall on his own sword and end it all right 

here and right now. 

“Don’t harm yourself, because we are all here!” came a loud voice from deep in the dark prison, 

and the jailer stopped. “The jailer called for lights, rushed in, and fell down trembling in front of 

Paul and Silas. Then he brought them outside and asked, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?”  

Whatever had happened in the jailer’s life before this, how he met his wife, how many kids they 

had, where his career was going, he ran headfirst into the wall of God’s power that night, and 

realized he had to answer the big question of life: How can I be saved? How can I be certain that 

I’m good with God and he’ll accept me? 

The jailer’s crisis is similar to what some people go through. For some people, however their life 

has gone up to that point, some acute crisis is what it takes to get their attention and to desire to 

answer the big question. It can be the death of a loved one, it can be a diagnosis of terminal 

illness, it can be just the possibility of something terrible happening that gets a person to get 

their priorities in order. Some people have a jailer moment when they realize, “I’ve gotta get 

right with God.” Others don’t have a big crisis to point to in their life. It can just be a normal part 

of living that you wrestled with who God is, if he’s real, and what to do about it. 

But whatever your story is, you have to be able to answer the jailer’s question. And there is only 

one right answer. And unlike your sophomore year midterm exams, this is a question you can’t 

forget the answer to. How can I be saved?  

Well, that’s not exactly what the jailer said. He asked, “What must I do to be saved?” In his 

ignorance, he made an incorrect assumption. He was assuming that he would be able to do 

something for God so that God would love him and save him. But a person doesn’t have the 

power to do that – not me, not the jailer, not any of us here today have the power, strength, 

authority, or influence to make God like us. We do not have the power to do what it takes to be 

saved because we do not have the power to live a perfect life. 

But God does have that kind of power. God has the power to save sinners, and he does save 

sinners. Paul told the jailer the good news, “Believe in the Lord Jesus and you will be saved.” It’s 

the best news possible. For sinners who have the power to do nothing, we don’t have to do 

anything, at all. God did it. Our Lord Jesus did it all with his mighty power, he lived a perfect life 

to meet God’s exacting standards, he did it, and it’s done. 

And there’s every reason to believe in God’s power to do it. God’s power is evident – look around 

at his creation. God makes storms that cover an entire state from top to bottom. God grows corn 

and soybeans and millet and winter wheat all over this land year in, and year out. God shook 

the jail around a little bit that night in Philippi.  

God has power – but is it clear that he’ll use it for our good, to forgive us and love us? Let’s take a 

quick look at our Gospel, where we’ll see God’s power that loves us in baptism. It’s the baptism 

of our Lord. In the Old Testament, a future prophet or priest or king would have oil poured on 



their head as a visual symbol that God was pouring out onto them responsibility to have a job, 

the ability to do the job, and the blessing of the Holy Spirit to be with them as they did the job.  

Jesus did not get anointed with oil that symbolized the Holy Spirit. Jesus got anointed, at his 

baptism, with the actual Holy Spirit, descending in the form of a dove. Jesus got anointed with 

power, as God announced his approval of Jesus. And what was Jesus anointed for in his 

baptism? Let’s turn to the prophet Isaiah, the last verse of our first reading today, in which God 

is speaking to Jesus, the Savior: 

The LORD said: It is too small a thing that you should just be my servant to raise up only the 

tribes of Jacob and to restore the ones I have preserved in Israel, so I will appoint you to be a 

light for the nations, so that my salvation will be known to the end of the earth. 

Will God use his mighty power to save you? Yes. Yes, that’s what Jesus was officially, publicly 

appointed to do at his baptism, as he was anointed with the Holy Spirit and power to provide 

God’s salvation to the world, and to make it known to the world. God’s power is for everyone. 

And it is also evident that God’s power, capable and willing to save sinners, is for everyone, and 

is specifically made yours through your own baptism and the word of God.  

Do you see how God’s power worked specifically on the jailer? His life changed. After he heard 

the good news that the Lord Jesus came and did everything God wanted and gives, for free, 

forgiveness of sins – he was a changed man. 

We’re not told any details, but how do you think the jailer treated Paul and Silas at first? How do 

you think he enjoyed these beat up prisoners praying and singing songs deep into the night? 

Had he provided any food or bandages for them? Probably not food, and definitely nothing for 

their wounds.  

What does he, all of a sudden, do, because he was saved? He takes them to get cleaned up and 

bandaged up from their wounds.  

Do you think it was Paul or Silas who made the obvious connection, while they were getting 

washed and bandaged? “You know what, Mr. Jailer,” said maybe Silas, “This water is washing us 

clean and helping to heal us from our wounds. God has a special use for water, just simply 

called Holy Baptism. By the power of God, and by his word, when water is used in baptism, it 

washes away your sins and it heals you from the damage of sin. It connects you to Jesus’ death, 

and to Jesus’ rising from the dead, so that you know you will rise from the dead too one day.”  

Without delay, he and all his family were baptized. A blessing from God? You bet the jailer 

wanted it, and wanted it for his whole family and household. 

And then the jailer, a changed man, brought them over to his house, made them some food, and 

you can bet it was a the best meal he could provide on short notice, and he rejoiced. 

You can, too. God’s power worked in the jailer’s life, and God’s power is working in your life! I 

want you to recognize it. Jesus did everything God demands, lived a perfect life, for you. You 

heard that news today, most of you have heard it many times before. By God’s grace, he 

baptized you so that you know what Jesus did for the whole world – he did it for you personally.  

Welcome it. Welcome God’s power in your life the way the jailer flipped his life around and 

became hospitable and helpful and kind and caring. You welcome God’s power working in your 

life as you let it flow through you, in the way you are kind and caring and welcoming – 

particularly to your fellow Christians who gather around God’s Word with you. 

And be renewed by God’s power. God is working to change you the way he changed that jailer, 

from old to new. God declares to you, “As far as your former way of life is concerned, you were 



taught to take off the old self, which is corrupted by its deceitful desires, 23 and to be renewed 

continually in the spirit of your mind, 24 and to put on the new self, which has been created to 

be like God in righteousness and true holiness.” That’s what his power is doing in your life, to 

make you more and more like God each and every day. And yes, that takes a lot of power, that 

God has, and that God gives to you. 

And all of that, you can remember each and every day as you remember the fact of your very 

own baptism, the gracious power of God to wash you clean, to save you, and to renew you. 

Amen.  

 

 

Text: Acts 16:25-34 

God’s power in the earthquake terrified the jailer; God’s power in baptism saved him.  

25About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the prisoners were listening to them. 
26Suddenly there was such a violent earthquake that the foundations of the prison were shaken. Instantly all the doors 

were opened, and everyone’s chains came loose. 27When the jailer woke up and saw that the prison doors were opened, 

he drew his sword and was about to kill himself, because he thought that the prisoners had escaped. 28But Paul shouted 

with a loud voice, “Don’t harm yourself, because we are all here!”  

29The jailer called for lights, rushed in, and fell down trembling in front of Paul and Silas. 30Then he brought them outside 

and asked, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?”  

31They said, “Believe in the Lord Jesus and you will be saved, you and your household.” 32They spoke the word of the 

Lord to him and to everyone in his home. 33At the same hour of the night, he took them and washed their wounds. 

Without delay, he and all his family were baptized. 34Then he brought Paul and Silas into his house and set food before 

them. He rejoiced, because he and his whole household had come to believe in God.  

 

 


