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“The Call to Faith Reveals God’s Power” 

 

Grace, mercy, and peace to you from Jesus who called you to faith. Amen. 

 

Dear disciples of Jesus, so many people in our world are trying to find God, and they’re not even 

sure what they’re looking for. You can tell that they don’t even know what their looking for by 

the vague words that are used. Have you heard anyone say, “I think the universe is telling me 

try something else.”? Many people will say they believe in a higher power. Others will say that 

they are very spiritual and can simply sense the presence a god. 

But we know all that vague searching is a bunch of baloney. God tells us in the Bible that there is 

no one who by nature seeks him. God gives us the picture that an unbeliever is blind and cannot 

see God or see the light of God’s truth. God describes the power of an unbeliever as dead. What 

can a dead person do? Nothing at all – can’t even want to do something. So how can a person 

find God? They can’t. 

They can’t, but it doesn’t stop people from searching around for answers. Some base their 

search on human wisdom. Can science answer the questions I have? Can meditation and deep 

concentration and reflection answer the questions I have? Not the big questions. No amount of 

concentration and clearing your mind will fill it with the answer to why you’re here, what your 

purpose is, and where you’re going. Neither can science.  

Some people make their search based on a vague theory that to get in touch with a spirit world, 

you have to in some manner, leave the physical world. They try to accomplish that by mind-

altering experiences, including starvation, intense physical pain and exertion, or mind-altering 

substances, with the hope that in a trance-like state, they’ll journey to a spirit world and learn 

their true origin, purpose, and path for life. But those things are no more useful than a dream 

you have at night and forget in the morning.  

Some people, whether they consciously state it or not, assume that by spending enough time 

with the land, by spending time working out in nature, in field, in a pasture, walking through a 

woods, or by hiking up a mountain, they can get closer to God. But while nature is beautiful and 

enjoyable, and you can get away from things and clear your head, nature can only tell you a 

very little bit about God. 

Nature makes it clear that there is one. There is a God, someone, somewhere you made and 

designed all amazing stuff. Nature can let you know that this God is powerful, intelligent, 

masterful. And your built-in conscience can tell you that you’re accountable to the creator. But 

nature, no matter how much time you spend enjoying it, cannot tell you how to find this 

creator. 

People do not have the ability to put on their detective hat, look at the clues, and track down 

God, verify who he is, and strike up a relationship with God. It’s not possible. 

God knows that, and he loves people, so he comes to them. You can see that right after the very 

first sin, with Adam and Eve in the garden. God came to walk and talk with them – and what did 

Adam and Eve do? They hid. They had destroyed their relationship with God, and guided now 

by their guilt, they tried to avoid God.  



God, of course, found them, and questioned them, and handed out punishments, and made a 

promise. To the people who had sinned, to the people who had ruined his perfect world, to the 

people who had tried to run away and hide, God came to promise that a savior would come.  

This is the good news for you: Jesus found you, and Jesus called you to believe in him and follow 

him. 

Our first example is Philip. Jesus had been baptized and had begun spreading his message, and 

he came and found Philip and said, “Follow me.” And that was it. Does God’s power strike you? 

That through some simple words, the power of God was at work to convince Philip of Jesus’ 

power and authority.  

That leads to our second example – Philip, convinced of Jesus’ identity, goes to find his friend 

Nathanael. And when Philip tracks down Nathanael, he does not say, “We might have the 

answer to our prayers that God would finally send the Messiah.” He said, “We have found the 

one Moses wrote about in the Law, and about whom the prophets also wrote—Jesus of 

Nazareth, the son of Joseph.”  

Nathanael wasn’t convinced. In fact, he made fun of it. Nathanael wasn’t from a big town, but 

he certainly wasn’t impressed by his nearby neighboring of Nazareth. “Nazareth! Can anything 

good come from there?”  

But now look at Philip again, already a master evangelist, “Come and see!” Philip understood the 

power of God. It didn’t really matter if Philip defended the city of Nazareth, or if Philip said, “I’m 

your best friend, you gotta believe me!” This was a message from God and powered by God, and 

Philip knew that Jesus was the answer. 

So Nathanael came, and saw Jesus. And it worked. Jesus tracked down and called Nathanael, 

too, through the work of Philip.  

God does it the same way now today. He came and found me through the work of my parents, 

who took me to church many times before I was born, and after I was born, on June 26, 1988 at 

Christ the Lord Lutheran church in Houston, TX, they took me to be baptized. That’s how God 

found me and called me to faith. 

Many of you have similar story, that God worked through your parents. Some of you have a 

different story of how God found and called you to faith.  

God picked you to be on his team. God picked you to join his family. God picked you to be one of 

the stones in his ultimate Church. He called you out of darkness, out blindness, out of death to 

be in the light, seeing and hearing, alive in Christ, the savior that God sent, as he promised.  

God picked you! He found you! He called you! Now what? 

Be confident. You know that God is faithful, and that he’ll finish what he started, and bring you 

home to heaven. You also know, that no matter how many people might look down on you, 

because you’re not tall enough or good looking enough or educated enough or wealthy enough 

or cultured enough for their taste, or because you live in a little town in the middle of nowhere – 

no matter how many people might have a Nathanael attitude about you, God did not. God did 

not look down from heaven and say, “Martin? Gordon? Batesland? Could any good Christian 

ever come from there?” God looked at you with grace and love and mercy. God values you and 

you are an important part of his plan, and so God said, “Put it on the map. Martin! Gordon! 

Batesland! I’m sending my word there because I’ve got people there!”  

Take that confidence of knowing that God chose you, picked you, values you and be intentional 

like Philip was. Every single one of you here has friends and some of those friends don’t know 



have not been found and called. Don’t sit around and wait for your opportunities. Seize your 

opportunity like Philip did, and don’t be afraid of a little resistance.  

Use the tactic and focus of Philip – Come and see. By that I mean, specifically, your focus isn’t to 

argue or debate or even persuade – your goal is to see Jesus. So you might say, “Let’s not talk off 

the top of our heads about what you think or what I think, let’s read the Bible together.” Because 

that’s where you see Jesus. You might say, “Come to my church with me, and get a taste for 

yourself of what God is all about.” Because we use the gospel here, and that’s how they’ll see 

Jesus. 

And finally, be certain that your confident, intentional invitations are powerful and efficacious 

and matter because God provides the power and he has plans to use you the way he used Philip 

to find more people and to call them to faith and to join them to you as stone upon stone in his 

Church. Amen.  

 

Text: John 1:43-51 

Philip tells his brother about Jesus, the promised Messiah. 

43The next day, Jesus wanted to leave for Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, “Follow me.” 44Now Philip was from 

Bethsaida, the hometown of Andrew and Peter.  

45Philip found Nathanael and told him, “We have found the one Moses wrote about in the Law, and about whom the 

prophets also wrote—Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.”  

46Nathanael said to him, “Nazareth! Can anything good come from there?”  

“Come and see!” Philip told him.  

47Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him and said about him, “Truly, here is an Israelite in whom there is no deceit.”  

48Nathanael asked him, “How do you know me?”  

Jesus answered, “Before Philip called you, while you were under the fig tree, I saw you.”  

49Nathanael answered him, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!”  

50Jesus replied, “You believe because I told you that I saw you under the fig tree. You will see greater things than that!” 
51Then he added, “Amen, Amen, I tell you: You will see heaven opened and the angels of God ascending and descending 

on the Son of Man.” 

 


