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“The Call to Faithful Living Reveals God’s Power” 

 

Grace, mercy, and peace to you from Jesus who called you to faithfulness. Amen. 

 

Fellow Christians on the narrow and difficult road that leads to life, it’s hard to live a godly life. 

A godly life is vastly different than a sinful life – you could plop our whole state in the space 

between a sinful life and a godly life. Living a godly life requires a major change from the sinful 

lives that are on display all around us, and living a godly life requires constant struggling and 

constant battling against some big and powerful enemies.  

Your enemy, the devil, prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour. God is 

warning us how dangerous the devil is. Could you handle a lion with your bare hands? Not a 

chance! You’re not stronger than the devil. 

Your enemy, the devil, took the form of a crafty serpent, and he doesn’t always rely on his 

superior brute strength – he’s happy to trick you and slowly poison you to death with his lies. 

He’s got thousands of years of experience at tricking humans and leading them to hell. You’re 

not too clever for the devil to fool you. 

You’ve got another enemy, the secular world. Pick your favorite TV show, or whatever one you 

like to watch these days. Does the main character exhibit a vibrant, healthy Christian life? Does 

the main character offer gospel comfort to anyone? I doubt it. The secular world does not 

celebrate Christians or promote Christians. What does the secular world celebrate? Do you 

know that Hugh Hefner died back in September? And if you don’t know, he was the founder 

and owner of the Playboy pornography empire. What was the reaction from the secular world 

to the death of that perverted man? He was called a great man. He was lauded for empowering 

women. Don’t be fooled! The secular world is not interested in godly living and will not 

demonstrate it for you, and will not encourage you to do it, not even the National Ad Council 

and their values.com billboards – they don’t care if your life is godly, they just want it to be law-

abiding. 

You’ve got another enemy to complete the un-holy trinity – your enemy called yourself. Your 

sinful nature, the old Adam, the old self, the sinful self. Those are all the same thing. The old self 

hates godly living because the old self hates God. And the sinful nature is your constant 

companion, always wanting to get back in control of your life, always wanting to go back to sin, 

always throwing a fit when you do follow God. 

It’s hard to live a godly life, because your enemies are big, powerful, and all around you. Your 

enemies are constantly poking, prodding, pushing, testing, tricking, lying to, and attacking you. 

Your enemies have footholds even in your own house. And we are weak. 

This is a good time to remember God’s comparison to sheep and wolves. We’re the sheep, and 

like a sheep, we don’t see all that well to recognize the danger we’re in. We’re not nearly so 

smart and clever as we think we are to get ourselves out of trouble, and we’re no match to fight 

our enemies, the wolves, at all. Sheep need a shepherd to guard, protect, and feed them. 

And we have that. Jesus, the Good Shepherd, has come that we may have life and have it 

abundantly. You are one of God’s sheep. God has given you a new life, not just the promise of 

eternal life, but a new life, right now on this earth, a new life to be godly. 



God gave you new life through the Gospel message. Christ Jesus came into the world to save 

sinners, including the very worst sinner you know – yourself. Saving you took power, didn’t it, 

and that’s no surprise: the gospel is the power of God for salvation. Faith comes from hearing 

the message, and the message comes through the word about Christ. But it’s not just a one-time 

thing. Your new, godly life needs constant power, and God keeps on giving it to you, just like 

Jesus said, “It is written: Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes out of 

the mouth of God.” God keeps on giving you power to resist your enemies in his Word. 

Remember how you don’t want to face your enemy the devil with your bare hands? God calls 

his Word the sword of the Spirit.  

God has given you new life in Baptism. Your old, sinful self? God drowned it and killed it in that 

water. You can find the picture I’m sure if you search, but I’ll just have to describe it to you 

today. I think it’s a picture of a Greek Orthodox baptism, and the way they do baptisms for 

infants, they’ve got a much larger baptismal font bowl than we do, and the baby is held by the 

priest kind of around the waist, and they dip the legs in and then they flip the baby to dunk the 

top half. The picture I want to tell you about must be at the part of the baptism where they were 

going for the head dunk, but what happened was as the priest was about halfway and the baby 

was horizontal, the baby reached out and had his two hands grabbing the rim of the bowl, and 

got his two feet braced against the bowl too, and so the picture here is this priest trying to push 

the baby down into the water and the baby, with all fours, pushing with all his might and looks 

like he’s probably screaming too. And that is a fantastic way to visualize your old, sinful self and 

it’s terror of God’s holy baptism, because that water, connected to God’s Word, even the little bit 

of water we pour on a baby, drowns the old, sinful nature. And raises up a new self, created to 

be like God in true righteousness and holiness. Created to live a godly life.  

But wait, pastor, if our sinful nature is drowned at baptism and we get a new life, how come we 

keep falling into sin? Did baptism not work quite right?  

That’s a good question, and worth answering. It’s the difference between justification and 

sanctification. In simpler words, it’s the difference between your status and your performance. 

By grace, through faith, God declared you to be holy. That’s your status before God. By grace, 

through faith, God is making you holier and holier on your march toward heaven. I compare it 

to myself. I’m a pastor, that’s my job, that’s my status. Ten years from now, I plan on being 

better at being a pastor than I am now, because I’ll have ten more years of practice, ten more 

years of mistakes to learn from, and ten more years of successes to learn from. Every Christian, 

you, are holy in God’s sight, and yet, ten years from now, you’ll have ten more years of practice 

at being a Christian and living a godly life. 

God keeps on giving you new life by feeding your faith in the Lord’s Supper. In Holy 

Communion, with the bread and the wine God gives you himself. Jesus’ body and Jesus blood 

given to you to eat and to drink. In a way that you can see and you can taste and you can smell 

you are connected to God, God loves you, God forgives you, God empowers you to live a godly 

life.  

Brothers and sister in Christ, it’s hard to live a godly life because of our enemies and our 

weakness, and that’s one of the reasons we look forward so much to heaven when our enemies 

and our weakness will be completely gone. Until then, we practice living a godly life, and we 

seek to follow God with a total commitment.  

Elisha provides an example for us from our first reading today. Elisha was a farmer and seems 

like he was doing quite well for himself – he had 12 yoke of oxen and the servants to operate 

them. But then the prophet Elijah came and found him, said nothing, but walked up to him and 



threw his cloak around him. It was similar to if a pastor walked up to someone, took his stole 

off, and put it on the other person. The message is simple: you should do what I do. Elisha got it 

right away, and ran after Elijah who was already leaving having said nothing at all. Elisha asked 

for permission to go back and say goodbye to his family. Elisha shows that he was ready, at a 

moment’s notice, to leave and not even say goodbye, if that’s what God wanted him to do. Elijah 

gave him permission to go back, and we see yet again Elisha’s total commitment. He slaughters 

his oxen. There’s no going back. He burns the equipment. There’s no going back. They all eat the 

meal, and then he walks away from his land, his farm, his job, his income to follow and learn 

from Elijah the prophet.  

We’re not told more about Elisha’s habits before this, but I think it’s very clear that Elisha 

already had a very strong, very healthy Christian faith and had a lot of practice at living a godly 

life, doing what God wants. How can you be like Elisha, ready to do anything that God wants, 

ready to do everything that God wants? God gives you the means to fend off your enemies, 

means that he wants you to use all the time for your blessing. 

You can see the note on page three in the bulletin. “Baptism means that the old Adam in us 

should be drowned by daily contrition and repentance, and that all its evil deeds and desires be 

put to death. It also means that a new person should daily arise to live before God in 

righteousness and purity forever.” Relive your baptism every time we have church, against 

your old, sinful self that needs to be killed again and again! 

Fight your enemy the devil with the sword of the Holy Spirit, the Word of God, just like Jesus 

did in the wilderness. You do that by, every day, practicing with your weapon. Reading, 

watching, listening to the Word of God, and praying for God to give you understanding and 

wisdom.  

You fight your enemy, the secular world, when you gather together with your Christian 

brothers and sisters, standing here side by side, displaying your common faith that unites you 

to each other, and receiving the body and blood of Jesus that unites you to your God and Savior. 

Christians, you can and do live a godly life because God has given you a new life, and God 

empowers you through your baptism, his Word, and his holy Supper. Be strong and courageous. 

Amen.  

 

Text: 1 Kings 19:19-21 

Elijah gives Elisha the call from God to be a prophet and leave his old life behind. 

19So Elijah went from there and found Elisha son of Shaphat. Elisha was doing the plowing with twelve teams of oxen in 

front of him, and he himself was driving the twelfth team. Elijah crossed over to him and threw his cloak over him. 20Then 

Elisha left the oxen and ran after Elijah. He said, “Let me kiss my father and my mother good-bye! Then I will follow you.” 

Then Elijah said, “Go back! For what have I done to you?” 

21So Elisha turned back from following him. Then he took the team of oxen and slaughtered them. Using the equipment 

from the oxen as fuel, he cooked the meat and gave it to the people, and they ate. Then he got up, followed Elijah, and 

served him.  

 


