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Welcome to Worship 

How wonderful it is to gather with fellow Christians! May our praises proclaim God’s glory, and 

may our souls be comforted and refreshed as we hear God’s Word today. 

GUESTS 

• You’re our guest, so if there’s anything we can help you with, ask any of our friendly 

members. 

• We love having children in our worship services! If your child becomes restless and you 

need to regroup, you are welcome to use any part of the building. 

• Finally, everything you need for worship is printed in this bulletin, and hymns are in the 

red hymnal. 

TODAY’S FOCUS 

The second peak of the Epiphany season, Jesus reveals his glory to a select few – to those who 

believe. As the disciples saw Jesus glory with their own eyes, we have the same revelation in the 

Word.  

SEASON’S FOCUS 

The season of Epiphany (the Greek word for “appearance”) celebrates that God revealed Jesus' 

identity as true God, Messiah, and Savior of the world. Epiphany not only commemorates the 

fact that Jesus appeared to save us, but that God revealed the identity of Jesus to the world. 

The white paraments are the color of God who is pure and eternal.  

SERVING IN WORSHIP 

Preacher/Presiding Minister ..................................................................................... Pastor Pappenfuss 

Musician - Martin .................................................................................................................... Computer 

Head Usher - Martin .......................................................................................................... Bill Kuxhaus 

Scripture: Evangelical Heritage Version (EHV) © 2017 The Wartburg Project 

Music & Webcast: OneLicense.net # A-723587.  



The Divine Service 

HYMN  How Good Lord to Be Here | 95 

INVOCATION Matthew 28:19 

 In the name of the Father and of the ☩ Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

  Amen. 

CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION 

  Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins 

to God our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant 

us forgiveness. 

    Holy and Merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I 

have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what 

is evil and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment 

both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in 

my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

  God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son 

to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ 

and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and 

of the ☩ Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

    Amen. 

LORD, HAVE MERCY Kyrie Eleison 

  For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all your gifts with 

gratitude and joy, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

  Lord, have mercy. 

  For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from your love and 

for the courage to stand firm against the assaults of Satan and every evil, 

hear our prayer, O Christ. 

  Christ, have mercy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Confession has 

two parts. The 

one is that we 

confess our sins; 

the other, that we 

receive 

absolution or 

forgiveness from 

the pastor as 

from God 

himself, not 

doubting but 

firmly believing 

that our sins are 

thus forgiven 

before God in 

heaven. 

 

 

 

 

How will the 

pastor assure a 

penitent sinner of 

forgiveness? He 

will say, “By the 

authority of 

Christ, I forgive 

you your sins in 

the name of the 

Father and of the 

Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

Amen.” 
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  For the well-being of your holy Church in all the world and for those who 

offer here their worship and praise, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

  Lord, have mercy. 

  Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by your power and 

keep us in your tender care. 

  Amen. 

GLORY TO GOD Gloria Praise to the Lord, the Almighty | 234 

  In the peace of forgiveness let us praise the Lord. 

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation! 

O my soul, praise him, for he is your health and salvation! 

Let all who hear Now to his temple draw near, 

Joining in glad adoration! 

 

Praise to the Lord, who o’er all things is wondrously reigning 

And, as on wings of an eagle, uplifting, sustaining. 

Have you not seen All that is needful has been 

Sent by his gracious ordaining? 

 

Praise to the Lord, who has fearfully, wondrously, made you, 

Health has bestowed and, when heedlessly falling, has stayed you. 

What need or grief Ever has failed of relief? 

Wings of his mercy did shade you. 

 

Praise to the Lord, who will prosper your work and defend you; 

Surely his goodness and mercy shall daily attend you. 

Ponder anew What the Almighty can do 

As with his love he befriends you. 

 

Praise to the Lord! Oh, let all that is in me adore him! 

All that has life and breath, come now with praises before him! 

Let the Amen Sound from his people again; 

Gladly forever adore him! 

  

The Kyrie 

Eleison (Lord, 

Have Mercy) 

asks God to help 

us and to hear 

our prayers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The 

announcement of 

Jesus’ forgiveness 

establishes peace 

in the heart, and 

peace-filled 

hearts long to 

praise the God 

who forgives. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

  The Lord be with you. 

     And also with you. 

  Let us pray:  

 Lord God, before the suffering and death of your one and only Son, you 

revealed his glory on the holy mountain. Grant that we who bear his cross 

on earth may behold by faith the light of his heavenly glory and so be 

changed into his likeness; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

     Amen. 

The Word 

FIRST READING  2 Kings 2:1-12a 

Elijah, one of those speaking with Jesus at the transfiguration, is taken to heaven. 

When the LORD was about to take Elijah up to heaven in a whirlwind, Elijah was 

traveling with Elisha from Gilgal. 2Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here, for the LORD has 

sent me to Bethel.” 

But Elisha said, “As surely as the LORD lives and as your soul lives, I will not leave 

you.” So they went down to Bethel. 

3The sons of the prophets who were in Bethel came out to Elisha and said to him, “Do 

you know that today the LORD is taking your master away from you?” 

Then he said, “Yes, I know. Be quiet.” 

4Then Elijah said to him, “Elisha, stay here because the LORD has sent me to Jericho.” 

But he said, “As surely as the LORD lives and as your soul lives, I will not leave you.” 

So they went to Jericho. 

5Then the sons of the prophets who were in Jericho approached Elisha and said to 

him, “Do you know that today the LORD is taking your master away from you?” 

He said, “Yes, I know. Be quiet.” 

6Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here because the LORD has sent me to the Jordan.” 

But he said, “As surely as the LORD lives and as your soul lives, I will not leave you.” 

So the two of them went on. 

 

With this 

greeting, the 

congregation 

declares their 

unity with the 

minister as they 

prepare to pray. 

 

 

The Prayer of the 

Day is a short, 

concisely-worded 

prayer that asks 

for a single 

blessing. It is 

based on the 

Scriptures 

readings for the 

day. 
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7Then fifty men from the sons of the prophets came and stood and watched them 

from a distance, while the two of them were standing at the Jordan. 8Elijah took his 

cloak, folded it together, and struck the water. The water divided to the right and to 

the left. Then the two of them crossed on dry land. 

9When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Ask me for whatever I can do for you 

before I am taken from you.” 

Then Elisha said, “Let there be a double portion of your spirit on me.” 

10He said, “You have asked for a difficult thing. If you see me being taken from you, 

it will surely be yours. But if not, then it will not.” 

11While they were walking and talking, suddenly a chariot of fire, and horses of fire 

came and separated them. So Elijah went up to heaven in a whirlwind. 12Elisha was 

watching and crying out, “My father! My father! Israel’s chariot and its charioteers!” 

Then he did not see him anymore. 

  The Word of the Lord. 

    Thanks be to God. 

PSALM OF THE DAY  pg 122 | 148 

The psalm is spoken together by the whole congregation. 

SECOND READING  2 Corinthians 4:3-6 

The light of Christ pierces through the darkness of unbelief. 

3But even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled among those who are perishing. 4In the 

case of those people, the god of this age has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to 

keep them from clearly seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is 

God’s image.  

5Indeed, we do not preach ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, and ourselves as your 

servants for Jesus’ sake. 6For the God who said, “Light will shine out of darkness,” is 

the same one who made light shine in our hearts to give us the light of the 

knowledge of the glory of God in the person of Jesus Christ.  

  The Word of the Lord. 

    Thanks be to God. 

  

In our worship 

services, one 

reading comes 

from the Old 

Testament, one 

from a New 

Testament letter 

(epistle), and one 

from the four 

Gospels. All three 

focus on a united 

theme for the 

day. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Following each 

lesson, the pastor 

announces, “The 

Word of the 

Lord.” God gives 

us his life-giving 

Gospel in his 

word. In response 

to God’s gracious 

revelation, the 

congregation 

responds, 

“Thanks be to 

God.” 
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VERSE OF THE DAY Mark 9:7b 

  Alleluia. “A voice came from the cloud, saying, ‘This is my Son, whom I love. 

Listen to him.’” Alleluia. 

 

 

GOSPEL Mark 9:2-9 

To select few, Jesus shines with his true glory. 

2After six days Jesus took Peter, James, and John with him and led them up a 

high mountain where they were alone by themselves. There he was transfigured in 

front of them. 3His clothes became radiant, dazzling white, whiter than anyone on 

earth could bleach them. 4And Elijah appeared to them together with Moses, and 

they were talking with Jesus.  

5Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here. Let us make three tents: 

one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 6He did not know what to say 

because they were terrified.  

7A cloud appeared and overshadowed them, and a voice came from the cloud, 

saying, “This is my Son, whom I love. Listen to him.”  

8Suddenly when they looked around, they no longer saw anyone with them 

except Jesus alone.  

 

 

 

 

 

This response to 

the Verse of the 

Day comes from 

the end of John’s 

Gospel, where he 

explains the 

purpose of 

writing the book, 

which is the 

purpose for the 

entire Bible. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Preparing to hear 

the Gospel, we 

stand out of 

respect for the 

Savior. 
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9As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus commanded them not to tell 

anyone what they had seen until the Son of Man had risen from the dead.  

  The Gospel of the Lord. 

  Praise be to you, O Christ. 

APOSTLES’ CREED Credo 

  I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

maker of heaven and earth.  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

born of the virgin Mary,  

suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

was crucified, died, and was buried.  

He descended into hell.  

The third day he rose again from the dead.  

He ascended into heaven  

and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.  

From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

the holy Christian Church,  

the communion of saints,  

the forgiveness of sins,  

the resurrection of the body,  

and the life everlasting. Amen.  

HYMN OF THE DAY Hauptlied Oh Wondrous Type | 96 

SERMON  2 Corinthians 4:3-6 

“The Glory of God in Christ” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The congregation 

confesses its faith 

in the triune 

God, who has 

been proclaimed 

in the Scripture 

readings. 

 

 

 

 

The Hymn of the 

Day is assigned 

to each Sunday, 

not chosen by the 

pastor. It is 

assigned by the 

historical Church 

because of its rich 

content and 

connection to the 

Gospel. 
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OFFERING Praise to God, Immortal Praise | 612 (1,4) 

We bring our offerings to the Lord to thank and praise him. These offering support 

Our Redeemer’s and Rock of Ages as well as our synod’s mission efforts around the 

world. Guests need not feel obligated to give, but are welcome to do so. 

Praise to God, immortal praise, For the love that crowns our days. 

Bounteous Source of ev’ry joy, Let your praise our tongues employ. 

All to you, our God, we owe, Source whence all our blessings flow. 

 

As your prosp’ring hand has blest, May we give you of our best 

And by deeds of kindly love For your mercies grateful prove, 

Singing thus through all our days: “Praise to God, immortal praise.” 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

  

 

 

Based on Psalm 

51, we pray that 

God would use 

his word from the 

Scripture 

readings and 

sermon to renew 

our hearts. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The 

congregation’s 

offerings are 

gathered and 

placed on the 

Lord’s altar to be 

used for his work 

in the 

community 

through the local 

congregation and 

throughout the 

world by the 

church at large. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 

  Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name,  

thy kingdom come,  

thy will be done  

on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those  

who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom  

and the power and the glory  

forever and ever. Amen. 

HYMN  Down From the Mount of Glory | 97 

DEPARTING PRAYER 

  Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for our learning. May 

we so hear them, read, learn, and take them to heart, that being strengthened 

and comforted by your Holy Word, we may cling to the blessed hope of 

everlasting life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  Amen. 

BLESSING Numbers 6:22-27 

   The Lord bless you and keep you.  

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  

The Lord look on you with favor and ☩ give you peace.  

 Amen. 

FAREWELL TO ALLEUIA  

   Brothers and sisters in Christ, when we next gather for worship, it will be 

Ash Wednesday, the first day of Lent. On that day we will begin our solemn 

 

 

 

We can be sure 

that these 

petitions are 

acceptable to our 

Father in heaven 

and are heard by 

him, for he 

himself has 

commanded us to 

pray in this way 

and has promised 

to hear us. 

Therefore we say, 

“Amen. Yes, it 

shall be so.” 

 

 

 

 

 

The service both 

begins and ends 

with the name of 

the Triune God. 

This blessing has 

been used to bless 

God’s people 

since God 

instructed Aaron 

to bless the 

Israelites this 

way, about 3,500 

years ago. 
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journey to the Savior’s cross. While the joy of faith remains undiminished 

throughout the year, our rejoicing during Lent is muted and quiet. For 

centuries, therefore, the Christian churches have omitted their most jubilant 

songs during this season, including the word alleluia, which means, “praise 

the Lord.” 

 Now for a time we say farewell to alleluia. We do this to prepare ourselves 

for the quieter days of Lent. The alleluias will return on Easter dawn as we 

gather to shout our praise to the risen Lord.  

HYMN  Farewell to Alleluia | Tune 29 
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