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“The Glory of God in Christ” 

 

Grace, mercy, and peace to you from God who made light shine in our hearts.  Amen. 

 

Dear servants of Jesus Christ our Lord, as Paul wrote to the congregation in the city of Corinth, 

he wanted to answer various questions they had. One of their struggles was this: why isn’t it 

working? When we share God’s word with people, some of them hate it and hate us. When we 

invite people to join our worship services, they don’t always come. When we study the Bible 

with people, some don’t seem to really care. Why isn’t it working? We’re doing what God wants, 

but we meet a lot of resistance and are even getting persecuted for it! 

And to top it all off, there were other preachers, teachers, temples, and synagogues that were 

doing well, were popular, weren’t being persecuted, and were getting more and more people to 

join them.  

Do you ever share their thoughts? What discourages you about our church and our ministry 

and our outlook for the future? What makes you wonder, “Why isn’t this working?” 

We had 51 visitors (in Martin) at our Christmas Eve service. They heard the Word of God from 

our children and from me and from you. We haven’t seen them since.  

We had 40+ kids come to KBC (in Martin) but while we couldn’t seem to stop getting more kids 

to come to KBC, we didn’t see much of anyone at the church service that weekend, and the 

families are not beating down our door begging to join.  

We had an open house (in Gordon) and nobody came.  

At both congregations, we have some regular visitors who seem to be satisfied leaving it at that 

– willing to show up sometimes, but not interested in joining. 

So, why isn’t it working? Better, more, smoothly. 

Are we doing everything wrong? What if we’re expecting to much of people, and if we just were 

willing to let a few of the less fun doctrines slide, could we get a lot more people to be 

Christians? What if we let people know that, if they join, they’d only be expected to show up 

once a month for church, not every week? What if we need to be more relevant, and we need to 

change our old-fashioned worship practices so that unchurched people will feel more 

comfortable when they come?  

Why wasn’t it working smoothly in Corinth? Paul said, “But even if our gospel is veiled, it is 

veiled among those who are perishing. In the case of those people, the god of this age has 

blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from clearly seeing the light of the gospel of 

the glory of Christ, who is God’s image.”  

The problem was not with the gospel message. And the problem was not with the messengers, 

the Corinthians and us. The reason a blind man can’t see the sun is not that the sun doesn’t 

shine; it’s because the man is blind. 

The god of this age – that’s our enemy the devil – works hard to keep people blind and prevent 

them from seeing the light, which is the gospel, which is the message of Christ’s glory, which is 

the glory of God.  



So, are we wasting our time trying to shine light for blind people that will never see it? Are we 

wasting our time trying to battle the devil who is stronger, smarter, has many, many followers 

behind him? Is there any hope for us and our church and our ministry and our future? 

Yes, there most certainly is hope. We who are Christians now were once part of the blind 

unbelievers. The devil had us right where he wanted us, on the path to keep him company in 

hell. But the devil was no match for the power of God. 

God said, “Light will shine out of darkness.” Or, from the 3rd verse of Genesis, “Let there be 

light.” And there was light. There had never been light before. There was no sun, no moon, no 

stars, no apparent source of light, but God made light and it shined.  

That same powerful, creating God, our God, made light shine in our hearts. He brought us to 

faith. Replacing darkness and blindness, he gave us the light of the knowledge of the glory of 

God, which is revealed in the person of Jesus Christ. 

For Paul, who wrote these words, he literally did see the light on the road to Damascus, when 

Jesus appeared to him with bright light, coming face to face with our ascended Lord.  

For us, we see the light where we see our ascended Lord, too – in the Word, in Holy Communion, 

in Baptism. And seeing our ascended Lord, what he did, what he said, what he promised, we 

know God.  

So there is hope. If God could do that for us, he could make light shine in someone else’s heart 

too. Rather than being discouraged, we go out with the message the same way Paul told the 

Corinthians to keep going: 

“Indeed, we do not preach ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord.” 

We remember that the message is not about us. It’s not the light of the gospel of the glory of us. 

It’s not the light of the knowledge of what we think people will be willing to stomach. Our 

message is simple, it’s all about Jesus, who is Lord, who is the image of God and the glory of God. 

We remember that the results are not about us. God has called us to be faithful, and we will 

concern ourselves with preaching Jesus Christ as Lord, and we’ll rejoice at whatever God’s 

results are. 

We remember that God’s glory still shines everywhere that Jesus is shared, everywhere the 

means of grace are used, like here, and God’s power that created light in the first place is still 

God’s power that makes it all work, that makes light shine in even the darkest of unbelieving, 

sinful hearts, and gives to yet another person what God has already given to us: the light of the 

knowledge of the glory of God in the person of Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

Text: 2 Corinthians 4:3-6 

The light of Christ pierces through the darkness of unbelief. 

3But even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled among those who are perishing. 4In the case of those people, the god of this 

age has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from clearly seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of 

Christ, who is God’s image.  

5Indeed, we do not preach ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, and ourselves as your servants for Jesus’ sake. 6For the God 

who said, “Light will shine out of darkness,” is the same one who made light shine in our hearts to give us the light of the 

knowledge of the glory of God in the person of Jesus Christ.  

 


