
Devotion for February 14, 2018 

 
 

The message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are 

being saved, it is the power of God. (1 Corinthians 1:18) 

God’s plan to save the world isn’t what the greatest minds in the world would have come 

up with. God’s plan seems both too easy and too impossible at the same time. 

Why would Jesus need to die? Why did it have to be death that was the payment for the 

sins of the world? How is it that Jesus’ death could be so important and so valuable that 

we call it Good Friday – good that Jesus died in horrible pain on a cross? Too many, it 

seems sickening and morbid to celebrate Jesus’ death. 

How can Jesus be man and God? And 100% of each? The math doesn’t add up. Jesus is 

unique – the only person to have two natures – human and divine. But why, many 

wonder, would God come down to our level, when what we need is to get to God’s level? 

Why would God let so many people reject his salvation? If God wants the whole world to 

be saved, why doesn’t he use more effective means of reaching people? Why does he rely 

on bumbling Christians to share his Word and not do the work perfectly himself? 

Why can’t people contribute to being saved? For all the impossible parts of God’s plan, 

the parts that can happen only with God, why does it seem way too easy on the human 

side of it? How can God just give away forgiveness and not make a person work for it or 

earn it in some way? How can Jesus simply say, “It is finished.”?  

It all seems foolish without faith.  

But with faith? Christians see the power and glory of God, that he would have a plan no 

one would ever guess, that he would take on human flesh to come and rescue sinners, 

that he would give Christians a vital purpose and mission to share the message of Jesus, 

and that he would do everything for those who deserved nothing at all.  

Christ crucified is God’s power and glory on full display, and the one path to salvation.  


