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“The Foolishness of the Cross” 

 

Grace, mercy, and peace to you from Christ who was crucified. Amen. 

 

Fellow repenters, it’s Ash Wednesday, the first day of Lent, the season when we specifically 

focus on our sinfulness. It’s almost as if we’re saying, “God, take a swing at me with your law, 

because sometimes, I have this crazy notion that’d you miss. Sometimes, God, I feel like you 

bring down the hammer of your law – it’s not going to come down on me.” But we know that’s 

not true, and we need God’s law to hit us and to crush us and to show us that we are 10 times 

more sinful than we thought, and 100 times more evil than we’re ready to admit. 

Here’s the first swing of God’s law on our Lenten journey, from God’s prophet Isaiah: 

 I will destroy the wisdom of the wise; 

the intelligence of the intelligent I will bring to nothing. 

God’s apostle, Paul, adds these words, “The message of the cross is foolishness to those who are 

perishing.” And this is a case where it is so easy to think that God’s hammer isn’t hitting us, that 

these words are about how wrong unbelievers and in the words of the Pharisee, “God, I thank 

you that I am not like others…”  

Our old, sinful selves are always striving to get back in control of us, and our old, sinful selves 

love worldly wisdom. Our old, sinful selves still think that the message of the cross is foolish 

and dumb and offensive.  

“I’m too busy for church.” “I’m too busy for devotion.” “I’m too busy to pray.” Really, “I’m too 

busy for God.” That’s what worldly wisdom tells us. There are important things to get done, 

that need to get done, and they can’t wait. But God brings such intelligence to nothing in Jesus’ 

words, “Martha, Martha, you are worried and upset about many things, but one thing is 

needed,” and “Man does not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth 

of God.” 

“I can make God happy. I can make up for what I’ve done.” So says worldly wisdom, as if you 

just need to get God some flowers and chocolate, or figure out a way to show God how sorry you 

are, like giving up meat or alcohol or pizza for Lent, and that will satisfy God’s justice and 

wrath. But God brings such intelligence to nothing as he declares, “The person who sins is the 

one who will die.” Death, and hell, are the price to pay for sin. 

“I’m a good person.” Worldly wisdom will back you up on that all day long. Chances are, you’ve 

upset people in your life, but that’s a lot smaller number than the many other people you’ve 

benefitted in your life. Worldly wisdom is satisfied with the scale method – as long as you’ve 

done more good than bad, you’re a good person. As long as you want to do more good than bad, 

you’re a good person. But God brings such intelligence to nothing as he declares, “There is no 

one who does good, not even one.” 

Even for us who know God’s teachings clearly, our old sinful self still struggles and chafes, “Am 

I really totally depraved? Can’t there be an ounce, a gram, a drop of good in me somewhere? Am 

I really saved by grace alone? Wasn’t there something I did that could have caught God’s eye 

and got his attention to save me? Does all the glory have to go to God? Why not just most of the 

glory for God, and little bit for me, in recognition of the blood, sweat, and tears I put into 

serving him.” But God brings such intelligence to nothing. “You were dead in your 



transgressions and sins…indeed, it is by grace you have been saved…it is the gift of God, not by 

works.” 

Worldly wisdom, praised by so many, sought after by so many, can make you great on earth, 

but only and always leads to death, eternal death in hell. “The message of the cross is 

foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved, it is the power of God.” 

We preach Christ crucified.  

Paul says that’s the power of God. The power of God is Christ crucified. That’s the beautiful, 

topsy-turvy world of grace. Christ was crucified, not us. Christ was crucified for us. And by that 

death, God’s power wiped out sin, eliminated the debt of guilty sinners, declared about the 

entire world, “Justified. Not guilty. Atoned – at peace.”  

Christ crucified – the wisdom of God that shows us what the world is really like, and what 

makes the universe tick, and why we can have our sure, certain, guaranteed hope for the future. 

Grace is what the world runs on, our gracious God and his divine providence, and his love and 

desire for all people to be saved and so God’s keeps the world turning and he guides and controls 

nations, kingdoms, and corporations, and he arranged it that Christ would be crucified, and 

would rise, and would ascend, and would be preached throughout the world, because in the 

wisdom of God, that is how he saves sinners, and makes them saints. 

We preach Christ crucified, because we are sinners turned saints by the power and wisdom of 

God, by Christ crucified for us, instead of us.  

We preach to those who only have worldly wisdom, whether they are like the Jews who wanted 

any sign other than the ones God gave or if they are like the Greeks who wants something 

intellectually stimulating and clever. And we give to them the foolish, offensive message of 

Christ crucified because we know what it really is – the power of God that can save them. 

We preach Christ crucified also to our fellow Christians. We know the excuses, we know the 

ways that we fall back into the world wisdom, because it happens to each one of us. And we 

know that one of the reasons God made us social creatures who need relationships with other 

people is so that we help each other. That’s one of the reasons Christians gather together like we 

did tonight – to keep each other focused, aimed on target: Christ crucified. “We preach Christ 

crucified, because the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger 

than men.” Amen. 

 

Text: 1 Corinthians 1:18-25 

Christ crucified seems foolish to unbelievers, but saves believers. 

For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved, it is the power of 

God. 19 In fact, it is written: 

I will destroy the wisdom of the wise; 

the intelligence of the intelligent I will bring to nothing. 

20 Where is the wise man? Where is the expert in the Jewish law? Where is the probing thinker of the present age? Has 

God not shown that the wisdom of this world is foolish? 21 Indeed, since the world through its wisdom did not know God, 

God in his wisdom decided to save those who believe, through the foolishness of the preached message. 22 Yes, Jews ask 

for signs, Greeks desire wisdom, 23 but we preach Christ crucified—which is offensive to Jews and foolishness to 

Greeks, 24 but to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ is the power of God and the wisdom of God. 25 We 

preach Christ crucified, because the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men. 


