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“The First Commandment” 

 

Grace, mercy, and peace to you from the Lord who provides. Amen. 

 

Spiritual children of Abraham, Martin Luther wrote his catechism to help dads teach their 

children God’s Word. Each section begins with this reminder: “As the head of the household 

should teach them in the simplest way to those in his household.” 

Here’s the first commandment: You shall have no other gods. What does this mean? We should 

fear, love, and trust in God above all things. 

God blessed us with a real-life example. Abraham showed in our first scripture reading that he 

feared, loved, and trusted God above all things – more than he trusted in the laws of nature, 

more than he loved his own son.  

“Some time later God tested Abraham…God said, “Now take your son, your only son, whom you 

love, Isaac, and go to the land of Moriah. Offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the 

mountains there, the one to which I direct you.” 

That’s a shocking thing to hear from God. We would normally call that murder. Child sacrifice 

is something we attribute to crazed, fanatical cults and horrible, ancient pagan religions.  

But Abraham understood. Anything that God tells us to do, we should do it. He’s God; 

everything belongs to him, all power and authority are his.  

Abraham feared, loved, and trusted God more than his son Isaac, and so here’s what Abraham 

did: “Abraham got up early in the morning, saddled his donkey, and took two of his young men 

with him, along with Isaac his son. Abraham split the wood for the burnt offering. Then he set 

out to go to the place that God had told him about.” He packed up and left to go and do what God 

told him to do. 

The journey took three days to get to the mountain, and with whatever doubts may have 

crossed Abraham’s mind, he kept going. He left his servants behind – maybe for privacy, maybe 

so that wouldn’t try to stop him, he and his son went with the sacrifice supplies alone.  

“They came to the place that God had told him about. Abraham built the altar there. He 

arranged the wood, tied up Isaac his son, and laid him on the altar on top of the wood. Abraham 

stretched out his hand and took the knife to slaughter his son.” Abraham didn’t hold back. Not 

only was he told that his son would die, he was supposed to do it by his own hand. Abraham 

feared, loved, and trusted God above all things.  

Can you believe he really did that? This is a much harder part of the Bible for me to read with 

my son on my mind. What do you think Abraham told his wife Sarah he and Isaac were going to 

do? If he didn’t tell her what he was going to do, then what was he planning to tell Sarah when 

he came back with no son? That would be hard. Looking his son in the face – that seems 

impossible. 

How do you compare to Abraham’s good example here? If God told you to sacrifice your child, 

could you do it? Do you fear, love, and trust in God above all things, above your child or your 

spouse or your parent? 

Whether or not you could do Abraham’s test – that’s only one specific way to show that you 

fear, love, and trust in God above all things. 



When do you betray yourself and show that you love your family more than you love God?  

It’s the holidays, and you’re hosting. Relatives are pouring in from around the country, and 

you’re using every makeshift bed or cushion you can find to get them all a place to sleep. And 

with all that’s going on, the whole batch of you doesn’t show in church to worship God.  

Maybe it doesn’t take a whole bunch people to stop you from worshipping God. Maybe it just 

takes one or two. Maybe your aunt and uncle are in town for the weekend, and so, to maximize 

the time you have with them, you scratch worship off of your agenda. 

Maybe your kids are visiting, and they are grown up, and moved away, and they joined a 

different church, and it’s a communion weekend, and you can’t bear the thought of your kid not 

being welcome to communion as a testament against the false beliefs they now subscribe too, 

so you ignore the whole upsetting situation and stay home.  

But the first commandment isn’t just about gathering for worship on Sundays (Mondays), it’s 

an all-the-time commandment from God. 

With all the things that you pack into your life, you probably treasure your family time, the 

seemingly short time in the day when the whole family is all together in the same place at the 

same time and you could do something together, is it a priority to spend any of that time with 

God? 

Spouses, is one of the things you crave to share with your spouse, and it saddens you and upsets 

you when it doesn’t happen – time in the Word together? Prayer time together? 

Parents, among all the things you want to teach your children, and all the ways you hope they’ll 

be great and successful in work and family, do you understand that God expects you to teach 

your children his word all the time, every day by your example and by your time in the Word 

with your children?  

The first commandment means we should fear, love, and trust in God above all things. Just 

taking a look at our families, we don’t do what we should. Not all the time. Not as well as we 

should.  

How did Abraham pull it off?  

 When Isaac asked his dad, “Here are the fire and the wood, but where is the lamb for a burnt 

offering?” Abraham said, “God himself will provide the lamb for a burnt offering, my son.” 

What do you think Abraham meant by that? God tells us what Abraham was thinking in the 

book of Hebrews: “By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered Isaac. This man, who received 

the promises, was ready to offer his only son, about whom it was said, “Through Isaac your 

offspring will be traced.” He reasoned that God also had the ability to raise him from the dead, 

and in a figurative sense, Abraham did receive him back from the dead.” That’s how much trust 

Abraham had in God – he knew God promised offspring, and figured that God could and would 

raise his son from the dead. Abraham was totally confident that God would keep his promise 

and would provide a solution. 

God did provide a solution. The Angel of the LORD called to him from heaven, “Abraham, 

Abraham!” Abraham said, “I am here.” He said, “Do not lay your hand on the boy. Do not do 

anything to him. For now I know that you fear God, because you have not withheld your son, 

your only son, from me.” Abraham looked around and saw that behind him there was a ram 

caught in the thicket by its horns. Abraham went and took the ram and offered it up as a burnt 

offering instead of his son. Abraham called the name of that place “The LORD Will Provide.” 



Abraham’s words to his son Isaac turned out to be prophetic – God did provide the burnt 

offering, ram to take the place of Isaac on the altar. 

The Lord will provide, Abraham called that place. And how fitting, because this is the area were 

Jerusalem would be built, and the temple of God would be built, and one of the hills would later 

be called Calvary, or Golgotha, where the Lord would provide. 

God proclaimed to Adam and Eve that if they ate of the fruit of the tree he commanded them 

not to eat from, they would surely die. That’s the penalty for sin. It’s death, both physical and 

spiritual. And it happened. You see it with the sad refrain of Adam’s line in Genesis chapter 5 – 

and he died, and he died, and he died. Physical death after physical death and physical death.  

But not all were spiritual deaths. No, God also declared to Adam and Eve that he would provide 

a Savior. A substitute. A way in which, through Abraham’s offspring, all nations, all people in 

the world would be blessed.  

God didn’t plunge the knife down into us, even though we earned it. He provided the Lamb of 

God, his one and only Son, to take our place on the altar, to be killed in our place, and on his own 

Son, God the Father unleashed all of his anger over our sins, holding nothing back, putting his 

own son literally through hell so that you can go to heaven.  

The Lord will provide. Abraham was right to fear, love, and trust God above all things. So are 

you! Like our second reading from Romans, if God loved you so much that he gave up his Son to 

replace you and to save you and make you his and take away all your sins, then is there 

anything else that we need that God wouldn’t be able and willing to give us? He gave us the 

greatest blessing, the Lord will provide everything else we need too. 

Abraham knew that. Abraham believed that. And by faith, Abraham could do an amazing thing 

and put God first and be ready to kill and sacrifice his own and only son, because the Lord will 

provide. You know that. You believe that. And by faith, you are ready and able to put God first 

above busyness, above family, above spouse, above child, because you are confident, and you 

have every reason to be confident: God gave up his own son to save you, the Lord will provide 

everything you need. Amen.  

 

  



Text: Genesis 22:1-18 

Abraham is told to sacrifice his son to God. 

Some time later God tested Abraham. He called to him, “Abraham!”  

Abraham answered, “I am here.”  

2God said, “Now take your son, your only son, whom you love, Isaac, and go to the land of Moriah. Offer him there as a 

burnt offering on one of the mountains there, the one to which I direct you.”  

3Abraham got up early in the morning, saddled his donkey, and took two of his young men with him, along with Isaac his 

son. Abraham split the wood for the burnt offering. Then he set out to go to the place that God had told him about. 4On 

the third day Abraham looked up and saw the place in the distance.  

5Abraham said to his young men, “Stay here with the donkey. The boy and I will go on over there. We will worship, and 

then we will come back to you.” 6Abraham took the wood for the burnt offering and loaded it on Isaac his son. He took 

the firepot and the knife in his hand. The two of them went on together.  

7Isaac spoke to Abraham his father and said, “My father?”  

He said, “I am here, my son.”  

He said, “Here are the fire and the wood, but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?”  

8Abraham said, “God himself will provide the lamb for a burnt offering, my son.” So the two of them went on together. 
9They came to the place that God had told him about. Abraham built the altar there. He arranged the wood, tied up Isaac 

his son, and laid him on the altar on top of the wood. 10Abraham stretched out his hand and took the knife to slaughter his 

son.  

11The Angel of the LORD called to him from heaven, “Abraham, Abraham!”  

Abraham said, “I am here.”  

12He said, “Do not lay your hand on the boy. Do not do anything to him. For now I know that you fear God, because you 

have not withheld your son, your only son, from me.”  

13Abraham looked around and saw that behind him there was a ram caught in the thicket by its horns. Abraham went and 

took the ram and offered it up as a burnt offering instead of his son. 14Abraham called the name of that place “The LORD 

Will Provide.” So it is said to this day, “On the mountain of the LORD it will be provided.”  

15The Angel of the LORD called to Abraham a second time from heaven 16and said, “I have sworn by myself, declares the 

LORD, because you have done this thing and have not withheld your son, your only son, 17I will bless you greatly, and I 

will multiply your descendants greatly, like the stars of the sky and like the sand on the seashore. Your descendants will 

take possession of the city gates of their enemies. 18In your seed all the nations of the earth will be blessed, because you 

have obeyed my voice.” 


