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Welcome to Worship 

How wonderful it is to gather with fellow Christians! May our praises proclaim God’s glory, and 

may our souls be comforted and refreshed as we hear God’s Word today. 

GUESTS 

• You’re our guest, so if there’s anything we can help you with, ask any of our friendly 

members. 

• We love having children in our worship services! If your child becomes restless and you 

need to regroup, you are welcome to use any part of the building. 

• Finally, everything you need for worship is printed in this bulletin, and hymns are in the 

red hymnal. 

TODAY’S FOCUS 

Am I gaining Christ and losing the world, or am I losing Christ and gaining the world? It’s a 

useful self-diagnosis for a Christian. Being a Christian isn’t a one-time thing, it’s an all-the-time 

thing with the ultimate goal: heaven.  

SEASON’S FOCUS 

For the last 1700 years, the Church has set aside the 40 days between Ash Wednesday and Easter 

as a time of repentance and renewal. During Lent, our rejoicing is muted as we remember our 

Lord’s suffering and death. We know that the Lord who died took up his life again on Easter 

Sunday morning. 

The purple paraments are the color of mourning and repentance.  

SERVING IN WORSHIP 

Preacher/Presiding Minister ..................................................................................... Pastor Pappenfuss 

Musician - Martin ............................................................................................................... Shirley Hahn 

Head Usher - Martin .......................................................................................................... Bill Kuxhaus 

Scripture: Evangelical Heritage Version (EHV) © 2017 The Wartburg Project 

Music & Webcast: OneLicense.net # A-723587.  



Vespers | Evening Service 

OPENING HYMN  Christ the Life of All the Living | 114 (1-4) 

INVOCATION 

 O Lord, open my lips. 

    And my mouth shall declare your praise.  

 Hasten to save me, O God. 

    O Lord, come quickly to help me.  

 The Lord be with you. 

    And also with you.  

 Let us pray: 

 Lord God, you have brought us safely to this hour of evening prayer. We thank you for 

providing all that we need for body and life. Bless us who have gathered in your name. 

Forgive our sins. Speak to our hearts. Dispel our sorrows with the comfort of your Word, 

and receive our hymns of thanks and praise, through Jesus Christ, our living Savior, who 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

    Amen.  

CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION 

 Most holy and merciful Father, 

 We confess to you and to one another that we have sinned by what we have done and 

by what we have left undone. 

 We have not loved you with our whole heart and mind and strength. We have not loved 

our neighbors as ourselves. We have not forgiven others as we have been forgiven. 

 Have mercy on us, O Lord. 

 We have been deaf to your call to serve as Christ served us. We have not been true to the 

mind of Christ.  

 Have mercy on us, O Lord. 
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 We confess to you, Lord, all our past unfaithfulness. The pride, hypocrisy, and 

impatience in our lives 

 We confess to you, O Lord. 

 Our self-indulgent appetites and ways, our manipulation of other people 

 We confess to you, O Lord. 

 Our anger when our selfish aims are denied and our envy of those more fortunate than 

ourselves 

 We confess to you, O Lord. 

 Our love of worldly goods and comforts and our dishonesty in daily life and work 

 We confess to you, O Lord. 

 Our negligence in worship and prayer and our failure to show the faith that is in us 

 We confess to you, O Lord. 

 Forgive us, Lord, for the wrongs we have done. For our blindness to human need and 

suffering and our indifference to injustice and cruelty, 

 Forgive us, O Lord. 

 For all false judgments, for uncharitable thoughts toward others, and for our prejudice 

and contempt for those who differ from us, 

 Forgive us, O Lord. 

 For what we think or say or do that is at variance with your will, 

 Forgive us, O Lord. 

 Restore us, good Lord, and let your anger depart from us. 

 Hear us, O Lord, for your mercy is great. 

 God our Father does not desire the death of sinners, but that they turn from their 

wickedness and live. Therefore, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and 

of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. During these days of Lent, let us ask God to give us 

renewal and send us the Holy Spirit. May we continue to abide in the true faith, and at 

the last be received by him into heaven through the merits of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 Amen. 

HYMN  Behold the Lamb of God | 101 
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The Word 

PASSION HISTORY READING  Part 3 

A combination of the accounts from Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John, of Jesus’ suffering and death. 

HYMN OF THE DAY When I Survey the Wondrous Cross | 125 

SERMON READING  Philippians 3:7-11 

Anything that doesn’t serve God is worthless, because gaining Christ is everything. 

But, whatever things were a profit for me, these things I have come to consider a loss because of 

Christ. 8 But even more than that, I consider everything to be a loss because of what is worth far 

more: knowing Christ Jesus, my Lord. For his sake, I have lost all things and consider them 

rubbish, so that I may gain Christ 9 and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own, 

which comes from the law, but that which comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness that 

comes from God by faith. 10 I do this so that I may know him and the power of his resurrection 

and the fellowship of his sufferings, being conformed to his death, 11 in the hope that in some way 

I may arrive at the resurrection from the dead.  

SERMON  Philippians 3:7-11 

“Gaining Christ” 

  



6 

 

OFFERING Stricken, Smitten, and Afflicted | 127 (1,4) 

We bring our offerings to the Lord to thank and praise him. These offering support Our 

Redeemer’s and Rock of Ages as well as our synod’s mission efforts around the world. Guests need 

not feel obligated to give, but are welcome to do so. 

Stricken, smitten, and afflicted, See him dying on the tree! 

’Tis the Christ, by man rejected; Yes, my soul, ’tis he, ’tis he. 

’Tis the long-expected Prophet, David’s Son, yet David’s Lord; 

Proofs I see sufficient of it: ’Tis the true and faithful Word. 

 

Here we have a firm foundation, Here the refuge of the lost; 

Christ’s the rock of our salvation, His the name of which we boast. 

Lamb of God, for sinners wounded, Sacrifice to cancel guilt- 

None shall ever be confounded Who on him their hope have built. 

LORD, HAVE MERCY Kyrie Eleison 

 In the closing hours of this day, hear us as we pray, O Lord: 

    Lord, have mercy.  

 For the well-being of people everywhere, for the growth of your church in all the world, 

and for the strengthening of all who serve and worship here, we pray, O Lord: 

    Christ, have mercy.  

 For one another, young and old, for your blessings that come with every stage of life, and 

for joy in doing your will, we pray, O Lord: 

    Lord, have mercy.  

 For our public servants who work day and night to bring protection, justice, learning, 

and health to this and every place, we pray to you, O Lord: 

    Lord, hear our prayer.  

 For favorable weather and bountiful harvests, for clothing and food, for health of body, 

mind, and spirit, and for deliverance form all sin and every form of evil, we pray to you, 

O Lord: 

    Lord, hear our prayer.  

 For the faithful who have gone before us, who have shared with us your good news, 

whose souls are now at rest in your heavenly kingdom, we give you thanks, O Lord: 

    Thanks be to God.  
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 In thanksgiving for your many and varied gifts to us, we now commend ourselves to 

your care. Be our shield and strength, O Lord. 

    Amen.  

LORD’S PRAYER 

  Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name,  

thy kingdom come,  

thy will be done  

on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those  

who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom  

and the power and the glory  

forever and ever. Amen. 

PRAYER FOR PEACE 

  Lord God, all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works come from you. Give to 

us, your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, thought our hearts may be set 

to obey your commandments. Defend us also from the fear of our enemies that we may 

live in peace and quietness, through the merits of Jesus Christ our Savior, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

    Amen.  

BLESSING 

  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all.   

    Amen.  

HYMN  Abide With Me | 588 (1-2,6-7) 
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