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“Gaining Christ” 

 

Grace, mercy, and peace to you from Christ Jesus, our Lord. Amen. 

 

Christians, what’s going on with Paul? Verse 11, the last verse of tonight’s text, sounds really 

uncertain. “…in the hope that in some way I may arrive at the resurrection from the dead.” That 

doesn’t even sound like Paul. The last two weeks in Bible study, we’ve looked at Paul’s letter to 

the Romans and both of those sections were all about confidence that God loves us, saves us, 

and will continue to be with us always. So why does Paul seem so un-confident here? 

The church in Philippi was under attack by false teachers, call the Judaizers. The Judaizers 

wanted to bring the Old Testament regulations back in. Believer the gospel, but you better do all 

the Old Testament stuff. One of their sticking points was circumcision. The Judaizers said, “You 

have to be circumcised. It’s been happening for 2000 ever since God told Abraham to start 

circumcising, and you better get circumcised if you want to have any part in God’s family.”  

Just before our text, Paul said, “I’ve been there. I used to think that I had to keep the Old 

Testament rules in order for God to love me. And I was really good at it. I figured God loved me 

for who I was, and for how well I kept the law, and for how zealous I was to track down, 

imprison, and even kill Christians. I thought I was earning God’s love, but I was completely 

wrong.” 

Then Paul says in our text, “Whatever things were a profit for me,” and he’s talking about all the 

ways he thought that he was earning God’s love, all the ways he was looking to be confident of 

salvation, he now says, “these things I have come to consider a loss because of Christ.” What 

Paul used to think was helping him get to heaven, he says now, it wasn’t only not the way to 

heaven, but it was hurting him because it was in the way of getting to heaven. His pride in his 

good works was blocking him from Christ. 

Have you been there? Have you had the idea that you’ve kinda made it easy for God to love you 

by living a pretty good life, by working hard, by coming to church? If you’re not under attack 

from that idea right now, be warned, that temptation will come around again. That’s what was 

going on with the Philippians. They knew the gospel. They knew that Jesus did everything, that 

they were saved by grace through faith as the pure gift from God. 

But the Judaizers’ message sounded good, too, because they appealed to the sinful nature. The 

opinion legis is the theological term for the built-in idea of our sinful nature that it’s all about 

me, and I’m gonna earn my way to heaven on my own. And outward things, like doing this or 

doing that – for the Philippians, eating a Kosher diet and getting circumcised – sounded like an 

easy way to heaven. I did it, it’s done, I’m in, and now I can go do what I want.  Outward things 

seem pretty easy to us too. It’s not that hard to show up at church. It’s not that hard to get the 

Lord’s Supper. It’s not that hard to get a baptism done. It’s not that hard to go to work.  

What would be hard would  be to have a good attitude all the time, or to not be selfish, or to love 

our enemies, or to be humble. You see why it’s so appealing to focus on outward things – 

because if you limit your spiritual rating to only outward actions…then it’s not so hard to 

convince yourself, “I’m a good person. God must love me.”  

And we need to learn, all over again, the lesson that Paul learned. All the good, nice, kind, 

loving, caring things that we do? Paul says, “I consider everything to be a loss because of what is 



worth far more: knowing Christ Jesus, my Lord.” Doing good is important. God expects it. But 

when it comes to salvation, when it comes to getting into heaven – we need to remember, our 

good works are nothing for salvation.  

Paul continues, “For his sake, I have lost all things and consider them rubbish, so that I may 

gain Christ and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own, which comes from the 

law, but that which comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness that comes from God by 

faith.”  

Gaining Christ is the only thing that’s a benefit for salvation. Jesus Christ is the only way to 

heaven, and Jesus Christ is all of the way to heaven, he’s the whole package. And anything that 

gets in the way of Jesus Christ as the entire and only way to heaven, Paul says, get rid of it. 

Consider it a loss – consider it harmful, consider it rubbish. 

Here’s why: “I do this so that I may know him and the power of his resurrection and the 

fellowship of his sufferings, being conformed to his death, in the hope that in some way I may 

arrive at the resurrection from the dead.”  

Paul isn’t doubting his salvation, and you don’t need to doubt your salvation either. But faith 

can be lost. A person who has gained Christ at one point in their life can lose Christ. The 

Philippians were in danger of that because they were listening to the Judaizers who were doing 

what all false teachers do – taking the glory away from God and giving it to humans. To the 

Philippians, the Judaizers were saying, “Trust in God, sure, but know that you got yourself 

circumcised and you don’t eat bacon or pork. You know God loves you because you do those 

things.”  

The same thing happens to us when we pull our eyes off of God and look at us to find 

confidence of God’s love. God doesn’t love you because you work with the land, or because you 

grow food or because you’re from a small town. Those are good things, blessings from God, but 

not the reason God loves you. The glory goes to God. 

The glory goes to God as we forsake any idea of righteousness by us keeping the law, and rejoice 

that righteousness comes from God through faith in Christ.  

The glory goes to God when we stop looking for confidence of God’s love in us and in what we 

do and instead, we do look to Christ, and know him, and know the power of his resurrection. 

That’s the source of confidence. Does God love you? Jesus, who promised to save you, rose from 

the dead.  

What will separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus? Nothing. Nothing has the 

power to kidnap us away from the love of God. That’s why Paul says knowing Christ Jesus, my 

Lord, is worth far more than anything we could give up. Jesus Christ, your Lord, is how you will 

arrive at the resurrection from the dead and be welcomed into the glory of heaven. Amen. 

 

Text: Philippians 3:7-11 

Anything that doesn’t serve God is worthless, because gaining Christ is everything. 

But, whatever things were a profit for me, these things I have come to consider a loss because of Christ. 8 But even more 

than that, I consider everything to be a loss because of what is worth far more: knowing Christ Jesus, my Lord. For his 

sake, I have lost all things and consider them rubbish, so that I may gain Christ 9 and be found in him, not having a 

righteousness of my own, which comes from the law, but that which comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness that 

comes from God by faith. 10 I do this so that I may know him and the power of his resurrection and the fellowship of his 

sufferings, being conformed to his death, 11 in the hope that in some way I may arrive at the resurrection from the dead.  


