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“Jesus is Serious about his Word” 

 

Grace, mercy, and peace are yours from Jesus, the Son of God. Amen. 

 

Dear disciples of Jesus, if the Motion Picture Association of America gave this section of the 

Bible a rating, I think it would have to be PG-13 rating due to the violence. Jesus really loses his 

cool here, and it’s no wonder why – his temple was being treated like the county fair.  

Jesus made it clear as he drove out the animals and overturned the tables and shouted at the 

dove sellers – Jesus is serious about his Word, and about his worship, and about his glory. 

Jesus is serious about his Word. He expects us to take his Word seriously too, and that’s 

reflected in the way we worship. 

When we’re part of a local congregation, like this one, we expect the Means of Grace to be the 

focus. We expect the highlights of the service to be holy baptism, holy communion, and holy 

scriptures. We expect to encounter God in our hymns, prayers, and liturgy.  

I don’t think we’re in danger of trying to turn a profit by selling animals in the entryway or by 

hawking raffle tickets during the offering. But there are things we let distract us from our focus 

on God during worship, often our own personal preferences. 

As Christians, we’re not just focused on worship and the means of grace on Sundays (and 

Mondays.) We’re into the Word all the time, just like the Bible says, “Let the Word of Christ 

dwell in you richly.” That’s different than having a checklist mentality, where God is your top 

priority on your list, so you read your Meditations daily devotion first thing in the morning, and 

then you check off your mental list, “Ok, I put God first. Now I can get on with everything else I 

need to do.” Of course, God is not an item on a checklist in our day, he’s everything in our day, 

and there’s nothing that we do that our relationship with God isn’t involved. God, his Word, 

and our faith is active at breakfast, at work, getting coffee, at physical therapy, at the grocery 

store, and while getting ready for bed.  

Jesus is serious about his Word, and he expects us to take it seriously too in the way we worship 

and in the way we are into his Word all time. May he forgive us for all the times we ignore, 

forget, and get distracted from his Word.  

Jesus is serious about his Word. He’s serious about the Law and he’s clear about what he expects 

us to do. Jesus showed that by clearing out the temple and chasing away the animals and people 

who were making a mockery of God’s house.  

Jesus is serious about his Word. Good news! He’s serious about his Gospel promises. Jesus 

showed that when he responded to the Jews request for a sign of his authority. He didn’t give 

them what they were looking for – they still did not have their minds set on the things of God. 

But Jesus promised them what they needed. He would give a sign. “Destroy this temple, and in 

three days I will raise it up again.” He was talking about his body and predicting his own 

resurrection back to life from the dead.  

That would serve as proof that Jesus had the authority to clear out the temple. It would serve as 

proof that Jesus is the Messiah, who came to do the Messiah’s work. Jesus came to save the 

people of Israel, and to restore glory to them. And that’s you. You are not physical descendants 



of Abraham, but as Paul wrote to the churches in the region called Galatia, “Understand, then, 

that those who believe are the children of Abraham.”  

And Jesus kept his promise. He gave up his spirit and died, and his body was pierced by a spear 

and laid in a tomb. In Jesus’ phrase, the temple was destroyed. On the third day (Jews count 

inclusively) an angel of God came down to the tomb, terrified the guards so much that they 

passed out, and rolled away the stone, so that when the women arrived who intended to finish a 

proper burial for Jesus, they could see for themselves that Jesus wasn’t there. The tomb was 

empty, because Jesus was raised from the dead. In Jesus’ phrase, “in three days I will raise it up 

again.”  

Jesus is serious about his Word – Law and Gospel, and that’s good news. As real as your sin is, 

you are forgiven. As real as your guilt is, you are pardoned and have peace with God. As real as 

you need a savior, you have the Savior, and Jesus is your savior.  

Believe the Scriptures! That’s what the disciples did when Jesus was raised from the dead. They 

remembered what Jesus had said to them. That’s for you too. Remember what Jesus says to you 

in his Holy Scriptures. In the Law, Jesus tells you what he expects you to do. Even better, in the 

Gospel, Jesus tells you what he has done for you. He’s the Messiah, who came to save you and all 

other believers by his death and resurrection that atoned for sin, reconciled you to God, and by 

connecting you to himself through faith so that you may enjoy every blessing Jesus provides. 

Amen.  

 

 

 

Text: John 2:13-22 

Jesus clears out the temple. 

13The Jewish Passover was near, so Jesus went up to Jerusalem.  

14In the temple courts he found people selling cattle, sheep, and doves, and money changers sitting at tables. 15He made a 

whip of cords and drove everyone out of the temple courts, along with the sheep and oxen. He scattered the coins of the 

money changers and overturned their tables. 16To those selling doves he said, “Get these things out of here! Stop turning 

my Father’s house into a place of business!”  

17His disciples remembered that it was written, “Zeal for your house will consume me.”  

18So the Jews responded, “What sign are you going to show us to prove you can do these things?”  

19Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up again.”  

20The Jews said, “It took forty-six years to build this temple! And you are going to raise it in three days?” 21But Jesus was 

speaking about the temple of his body. 22When Jesus was raised from the dead, his disciples remembered that he had said 

this. Then they believed the Scripture and what Jesus had said.  

 


