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Welcome to Worship 

How wonderful it is to gather with fellow Christians! May our praises proclaim God’s glory, and 

may our souls be comforted and refreshed as we hear God’s Word today. 

GUESTS 

• You’re our guest, so if there’s anything we can help you with, ask any of our friendly 

members. 

• We love having children in our worship services! If your child becomes restless and you 

need to regroup, you are welcome to use any part of the building. 

• Finally, everything you need for worship is printed in this bulletin, and hymns are in the 

red hymnal. 

TODAY’S FOCUS 

Jesus is risen! His resurrection dries our tears; he has risen for the poor and lowly, the weak and 

the undeserving, for you and for me! We celebrate with the means of grace – remembrance of our 

Baptisms, readings from the Word, and the Lord’s Supper.  

SEASON’S FOCUS 

Easter is the ongoing celebration of Jesus’ resurrection from the dead. It’s the foundation of the 

Christian faith, as Paul writes, “If Christ has not been raised, your faith is worthless; you are still 

in your sins…But as it is, Christ has been raised from the dead!” Jesus’ resurrection is the proof 

positive that all God’s promises for us are true.  

The white paraments symbolize the robe of our glorified Jesus and the robes of the saints in 

heaven. 

HOLY COMMUNION 

The sacrament is offered today to members of this congregation and our fellowship. 

God teaches in 1 Cor 11:28 that self-examination prior to Holy Communion is vital; 

one helpful tool is found on page 156 in the hymnal.  

SERVING IN WORSHIP 

Preacher/Presiding Minister ..................................................................................... Pastor Pappenfuss 

Musician - Martin .............................................................................................................. Judy Kratovil 

Head Usher - Martin ......................................................................................................... Matt Kratovil 

Scripture: Evangelical Heritage Version (EHV) © 2017 The Wartburg Project 

Music & Webcast: OneLicense.net # A-723587.



The Triduum: The Easter Vigil 

INVOCATION Matthew 28:19 

 In the name of the Father and of the ☩ Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

  Amen. 

Service of Light 

 On this most holy night, in which our Lord Jesus Christ passed over from 

death to life, we are gathered here in vigil and prayer. This is the Passover of 

the Lord in which, by hearing his Word and celebrating his sacraments, we 

share in his victory over death. 

 Let us pray: 

 O God, you are like a refiner’s fire, and your Spirit kindles the hearts of your 

faithful people with the fire of your love. Bless, we ask you, this new flame 

and those who keep this joyful Easter festival. Burning with desire for life 

with you, may we be found rightly prepared to share in the Feast of Light 

which has no end, through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 Amen. 

 Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever. Hebrews 13:8 

 I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last, the Beginning and 

the End. Revelation 22:13 

 “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, the one who is, and 

who was, and who is coming, the Almighty. Revelation 1:8 

 To the only God, our Savior, be glory, majesty, power, and authority 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, before all time, now, and to all eternity. Jude 

1:25 

 He himself carried our sins in his body on the tree so that we would be dead 

to sins and alive to righteousness. 1 Peter 2:21a 

 By his wounds we are healed. 1 Peter 2:21b 

 The Paschal candle is lit.  

 

 

 

The trinitarian 

invocation 

expressly 

reminds us that 

the God we meet 

here is the one 

true God: the 

Father, Son, and 

Holy Spirit. 

 

 

This service 

begins in 

darkness (where 

Good Friday 

ended) and 

increases the 

light throughout 

the service.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

These responses 

remind us that as 

we move through 

time, our God is 

unchanging and 

eternal.  

 

 

The five nails in 

the center and at 

each end of the 

cross represent 

the wounds in 

Jesus’ hands, feet, 

side.  
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 May the light of Christ, who is risen in glory from the dead, scatter all the 

darkness of our hearts and minds. 

 Let us pray: 

 Almighty and most merciful Father, once we were darkness, but now we are 

light in Jesus Christ our Lord. Bless abundantly all who joyfully celebrate 

this night in faith in the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. Fill them with 

your heavenly blessing in him, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, now and forever. 

 Amen. 

 The light of Christ. 

 Thanks be to God. 

HYMN  Christ the Lord Is Risen Today | 149 

Service of Holy Baptism 

  On this holiest of days, the whole Church of our Lord Jesus Christ recalls his 

death and burial, rejoicing in the gospel of his glorious resurrection from the 

dead. Holy Baptism is the precious means of grace by which our Father in 

heaven connects us with Christ in his life, death, and resurrection.  

 The apostle Paul says: “Don’t you know that all of us who were baptized into 

Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? We were therefore buried with him 

by this baptism into his death, so that just as he was raised from the dead 

through the glory of the Father, we too would also walk in a new life. For if we 

have been united with him in the likeness of his death, we will certainly also be 

united with him in the likeness of his resurrection. We know that our old self 

was crucified with him, to make our sinful body powerless, so that we would 

not continue to serve sin. For the person who has died has been declared free 

from sin. And since we died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with 

him. We know that since Christ has been raised from the dead, he will never 

die again. Death no longer has control over him. For the death he died, he died 

to sin once and for all, but the life he lives, he lives to God. In the same way 

also consider yourselves dead to sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus.” 

HYMN  All Who Believe and Are Baptized | 299 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The paschal 

candle visually 

symbolizes Jesus 

as the Light of 

the world, who is 

risen from the 

dead.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In early 

Christian times, 

all baptisms were 

saved until the 

Easter Vigil 

when. This part 

of the service 

reminds us that 

baptism connects 

us to Jesus’ death 

and resurrection.  
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  In Holy Baptism, God takes away our sins and gives new life in Christ our 

Lord. We solemnly renounce the devil and all his works and all his ways; we 

confess the gift of faith in God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. I ask you: Do 

you reject the devil along with all his lies and empty promises? 

  Yes, and I ask God to help me. 

  Do you believe in God, the Father almighty? 

  Yes, I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

  maker of heaven and earth.  

  Do you believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son? 

  Yes, I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  

  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

  born of the virgin Mary,  

  suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

  was crucified, died, and was buried. 

 He descended into hell.  

 The third day he rose again from the dead.  

 He ascended into heaven  

  and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.  

 From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  Do you believe in the Holy Spirit? 

  Yes, I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

  the holy Christian Church,  

  the communion of saints,  

  the forgiveness of sins,  

  the resurrection of the body,  

  and the life everlasting. Amen. 

  Do you intend to continue in this faith, to be diligent in the use of Word and 

sacrament, and in faith and action remain true to God—Father, Son, and 

Holy Spirit—as long as you live? 

  Yes, and I ask God to help me.  

  Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given you the 

new birth of water and of the Spirit and has forgiven you all your sins, 

strengthen you with his grace to life everlasting. 

  Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

These questions 

and answers 

remind of both 

the sacrament of 

baptism and the 

ceremony of 

confirmation. 

The creed states 

plainly the 

Christian faith 

into which all are 

baptized; the 

questions and 

answers are 

similar to the rite 

of confirmation. 

We are blessed as 

we remember 

both – that the 

faith God started 

in us at baptism 

is recognized as 

having grown 

and matured 

throughout 

childhood.   
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HYMN  This Joyful Eastertide | 160 

Service of the Word 

  On this most holy night, our Savior Christ the Lord broke the power of death 

and by his resurrection brought life and salvation to all creation. Let us 

praise the Lord, for he truly keeps his word. The sun of righteousness has 

dawned on those sitting in darkness and in the shadow of death. 

FIRST READING  2 Peter 1:16-21 

We are certain that Jesus is the promised Messiah, the Anointed One, the Christ. 

  The Word of the Lord. 

  Thanks be to God. 

HYMN  At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing | 141 

SECOND READING  1 Corinthians 15:51-57 

We are certain that as Jesus rose from the dead, he will raise us from the dead too. 

  The Word of the Lord. 

  Thanks be to God. 

HYMN  The Strife Is O’er, the Battle Done | 148 

THIRD READING  Revelation 1:4-18 

We are certain that Jesus is alive and lives forever. 

  The Word of the Lord. 

  Thanks be to God. 

HYMN  Alleluia! Jesus Lives | 153 (1-2) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

With readings 

and sung 

responses, we 

rejoice in the 

certainty that 

God has given to 

us by raising 

Jesus from the 

dead.   



7 

 

  Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

  He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

GOSPEL John 20:1-18 

The account of Jesus’ resurrection, according to the Gospel of John. 

  The Gospel of the Lord. 

  Praise be to you, O Christ. 

OFFERING He’s Risen | 143 (4-5) 

We bring our offerings to the Lord to thank and praise him. These offering support 

Our Redeemer’s and Rock of Ages as well as our synod’s mission efforts around the 

world. Guests need not feel obligated to give, but are welcome to do so. 

Oh, where is your sting, death? We fear you no more; 

Christ rose, and now open is fair Eden’s door. 

For all our transgressions his blood does atone; 

Redeemed and forgiven, we now are his own. 

Then sing your hosannas and raise your glad voice; 

Proclaim the blest tidings that all may rejoice. 

Laud, honor, and praise to the Lamb that was slain, 

Who now sits in glory and ever shall reign. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

  O God, who made this most holy night to shine with the glory of the 

resurrection of our Lord, preserve in all your people the Spirit of adoption 

which you have given, that they may serve you in faith and joy, through 

Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  Amen. 

  

 

Christ – his life, 

his words of law 

and gospel, his 

suffering, his 

death, his 

resurrection, his 

ascension, his 

assignment to his 

Church, his 

promise to return 

– is the center of 

the Gospel. We 

stand in 

reverence. 

 

 

God’s Word of 

salvation, the 

word just heard 

in worship, must 

be proclaimed to 

the entire world. 

With this desire, 

offerings are 

presented to the 

Lord. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 

  Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name,  

thy kingdom come,  

thy will be done  

on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those  

who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom  

and the power and the glory  

forever and ever. Amen. 

Service of Holy Communion 

PREFACE 

  The Lord be with you. 

  And also with you. 

  Lift up your hearts. 

  We lift them up to the Lord. 

  Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 

  It is good and right so to do. 

  It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give 

you thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through 

Jesus Christ, our Lord, and we praise you especially for the glorious 

resurrection of your Son, the true Passover Lamb, who by his sacrifice took 

away the sins of the world and by his resurrection restored everlasting life. 

Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your 

holy name and join their glorious song: 

 

 

We can be sure 

that these 

petitions are 

acceptable to our 

Father in heaven 

and are heard by 

him, for he 

himself has 

commanded us to 

pray in this way 

and has promised 

to hear us. 

Therefore we say, 

“Amen. Yes, it 

shall be so.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Recorded as early 

as AD 200, this 

dialogue begins 

the liturgy of the 

Lord’s Supper. 
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY Sanctus 

 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

  Blessed are you, O God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.  By his victory over 

the grave, our Savior declared death’s reign ended, the door to heaven open, 

and the payment for sin complete.  

 We celebrate with joy the glorious resurrection of your Son.  

We marvel at the depth of your love.  

We stand in awe of your power.  

We are humbled by the compassion you have shown our fallen race.  

 Lead us to rejoice in the pardon offered and sealed in this Sacrament and to 

live a life worthy of your name.  The Lord Jesus lives! Alleluia. 

  Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

This canticle uses 

the words of the 

angels in Isaiah 6 

(holy, holy, holy) 

and the praise of 

the Palm Sunday 

crowd (hosanna) 

to acknowledge 

Jesus’ presence 

in, with, and 

under the bread 

and wine. Jesus’ 

presence in the 

sacrament is 

what the common 

term “Holy 

Communion” 

refers to. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Prayer of 

Thanksgiving 

gives us the 

opportunity to 

imitate Jesus, 

who “gave 

thanks” before 

instituting and 

distributing the 

Lord’s Supper. 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION Verba 

   Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when 

he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take 

and eat; this is my ☩ body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance 

of me.” 

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them saying, “Drink from 

it, all of you; this is my ☩ blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for 

you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in 

remembrance of me.”  

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

  Amen.   

LAMB OF GOD Agnus Dei 

 

  

As he speaks the 

Words of 

Institution, the 

minister both 

proclaims the 

words of Jesus to 

the congregation 

and sets apart the 

bread and wine 

for the Lord’s 

use. This is why 

he stands behind 

the altar during 

this portion of the 

service. The sign 

of the cross 

reminds us of 

Christ’s death, 

which is 

necessary for this 

Sacrament. 

 

 

This song is 

based on John the 

Baptist’s 

proclamation, 

“Look, the Lamb 

of God, who takes 

away the sin of 

the world.” (John 

1:29) 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN  I Know That My Redeemer Lives | 152 

As the Bible teaches, our congregations practice close communion. Therefore, ask 

that only members of this congregation and our fellowship (WELS and ELS) partake 

of the sacrament. If you are a member of another Lutheran denomination or 

Christian church and would like to commune with us in the future, please speak with 

our pastor after the service and he would be delighted to explain what that entails. 

 

SONG OF SIMEON Nunc Dimittis 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

  O Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good. 

  And His mercy endures forever. Psalm 107:1 

  Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 

  we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 1 Cor 11:26 

  We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this holy 

supper. We pray that through it you will strengthen our faith in you and 

increase our love for one another. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ, 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. 

  Amen.   

Fasting and other 

outward 

preparations may 

serve a good 

purpose, but he is 

properly prepared 

who believes 

these words: 

“Given” and 

“poured out for 

you for the 

forgiveness of 

sins.” But 

whoever does not 

believe these 

words or doubts 

them is not 

prepared, because 

the words “for 

you” require 

nothing but 

hearts that 

believe. 

 

 

This song is 

based on 

Simeon’s words 

at the temple, 

when was able to 

see Jesus as baby 

in the temple. We 

also have seen 

Jesus and can be 

at peace – we 

have seen him in 

the Lord’s 

Supper. 
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BLESSING 

  The Lord bless you and keep you.  

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  

The Lord look on you with favor and ☩ give you peace.  

 Amen. 

HYMN  Christ the Lord Is Risen Today; Alleluia | 150 

 

Gordon – All are encouraged to join us for the Easter Festival service Sunday 

at 10:30 am.  

Martin – All are invited to join us for the Easter breakfast, and are 

encouraged to join us for the Easter Festival service at 8:30 am. 

 

 

 

 

As we began the 

service with the 

Lord’s name, so 

we are sent out 

in his name. 

Worshippers are 

encouraged to 

live each day in 

baptismal 

confidence, 

knowing that 

they have the 

Lord’s blessing 

and presence 

with them.  



 


