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“Death Defeated” 

 

Grace, mercy, and peace are yours from Jesus Christ who rose from the dead so that he could give those 

gifts to you. Amen. 

 

Dear Christians, can people really rise from the dead? Christians in Corinth, the original 

audience of these words- some of them were saying that people don’t rise from the dead. They 

wanted to be Christians still, and follow Jesus’ teachings, but they didn’t think it made sense 

that the impossible would ever happen and people would come back to life from the dead. 

Do you realize what that would mean, if that were the case? If those Corinthians were right, and 

nobody rises from the dead, then Jesus didn’t rise from the dead, and there’s no hope for the 

afterlife.  

That would leave Jesus as only being able to help you, guide you, and assist you for your life on 

earth now. And if that’s the case, that Jesus and Christianity are only trying to help you live 

your best life now on this earth, and can’t offer anything more….here’s the conclusion: 

“If our hope in Christ applies only to this life, we are the most pitiful people of all.” If there is no 

afterlife, then what’s the point of a Christian denying self, taking up and embracing their own 

cross of suffering, in order to follow Jesus? What would be the point of you saying, “No,” to 

stealing, or to stubbornness, or to anything else you might want to do? If there’s no afterlife, no 

resurrection from the dead, then there are no real major consequences.  

But that’s not reality. God tells us that death isn’t the end. One way or the other, your soul will 

exist forever. There was a time, before you were conceived, where you did not exist, but once 

you were conceived, you’re going to exist forever. And your kids, if you have them, are going to 

exist forever too.  

But then there’s more reality. God tells us that there are two options after life on this earth is 

over. Heaven is the goal. To go and live with God in paradise that will have no pain, no sadness, 

no struggles, no heartache.  

Here’s the catch though: you have to be perfect and live up to God’s standards during your time 

on this earth in order to qualify for entrance into heaven. God makes it clear that he does not 

and will not bring anyone into heaven who doesn’t meet his perfect standard.  

So what happens if we don’t make it to heaven? A long time ago, an angel of God decided that he 

didn’t like not being God, and he didn’t like serving God. He wanted to be in charge and in 

control. We call him the devil or Satan now. God threw him and all his followers out of heaven 

and created a place of eternal fire and torment for them to suffer in – we call it hell. And God has 

declared that all who are imperfect, all who rebel against God, all who refuse to give God total 

glory and honor and service will join the devil in the prison of hell for all eternity, to suffer the 

fire of hell that will never burn you up and never stop hurting.  

So death is a big deal, because that ends your chance to avoid hell and get into heaven. 

“For as in Adam, they all die…” Adam was the first man. He and his wife Eve were created by 

God perfect and holy, but they fell for the devil’s lies, sinned against God, and ruined 

everything. As the first and only man on the planet, that means Adam is your ancestor, and that 

you’ve got it, baked right in, sin. Imperfection. In Adam, we all die because we’re sinful, and 



that means all you and I have managed and ever will manage to accomplish in life is stamping 

our own one-way ticket to hell.  

We need hope. We need hope, and it needs to be for a lot more than living life on earth. We need 

a way into heaven. We need a way that death doesn’t drop us through a spiritual trap door that 

plunges straight to hell. 

Jesus is it.  

As much as Adam’s action affected all of us people who came after him, the solution would also 

come from one person to all people. “For since death came by a man, the resurrection of the 

dead also is going to come by a man. For as in Adam they all die, so also in Christ they all will be 

made alive.” 

Here’s how: If our hope in Christ applies only to this life, we are the most pitiful people of all. 

But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. 

Like a batter tapping the fence to signal his intention to knock the next one out of the park, 

Jesus had prophesied it a number of times that he would be killed and then come back to life. He 

even put a timetable on this miracle: he’d do it in three days. With the way that the Jews count 

days, and since he died on Friday, that meant Jesus, in order to keep his promise, had to rise 

from the dead on that Sunday in order to keep his promise and make good on his guarantee. 

Jesus did it. He kept his promise that he would rise from the dead on the third day, which also 

means that he can (and will) keep his promise to raise you from the dead on the Last Day. “In 

fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep.”  

The firsfruits are a promise that there’s more to come, and Jesus’ resurrection is the same thing: 

a promise of more resurrections to come from the same powerful, faithful God. 

So there’s good news for people who have reason to fear death – Jesus promises resurrection, 

and he proved he can do it by raising himself from the dead, just like he promised.  

But what about our problem of needing perfection in order to get into heaven? Jesus’ 

resurrection proves that he can raise you from the dead, but can Jesus take you, warts and all, 

and make you perfect, holy, and righteous before God? What kind of bleach can do that? 

There’s only one cleaning agent so powerful that it can wash away every trace of sin’s stain. It’s 

the holy, precious, priceless, innocent blood that Jesus shed when he died. Jesus’ death is the 

only truly innocent death. The only one to suffer hell for what you did, not what he ever did.  

Jesus made lots of promises, and in addition to promising that he would rise after he died, he 

promised that his death would take away your sins, and the sins of the world. When Jesus kept 

the promise to rise from the dead, he also proved that he had accomplished his purpose. He took 

away your sins, and he exchanged you his perfection. 

Yes, that means God looks at you and because of Jesus can say, “The door’s open. You’re 

welcome here in heaven. You are perfect and holy.”  

It’s astonishing what forgiveness from God through Jesus means. It’s a complete reversal of the 

curse of sin we inherited and participated in. 

What a great thing to look forward to, then, that just as certainly as you will die because you 

have sinned, your life on this earth will come to an end – just like God tells us, “For as in Adam 

they all die, so also in Christ they all will be made alive. But each in his own order: Christ as the 

firstfruits and then Christ’s people, at his coming.” Just as certain as your death is, though, 

that’s how certain your resurrection is. And then: 



Then comes the end, when he hands over the kingdom to God the Father, after he has done 

away with every other ruler and every other authority and power. For he must reign “until he 

has put all his enemies under his feet.” Death is the last enemy to be done away with.” 

Death was defeated on the cross by Jesus, so that instead of death being a harrowing plunge to 

hell, death becomes the gateway to heaven. And on the Last Day, when Jesus has wrapped up 

this world’s history and brought every one of his chosen ones into his family of faith, Jesus will 

raise you and all the dead, and all of Jesus’ people will be raised and glorified and join him in 

heaven to live in paradise with God.  

That is good news for you, based the THE most important event in world history: Jesus rose 

from the dead, and promises to raise you too. Amen.  

  

 

Text: 1 Corinthians 15:19-26 

Jesus gives us eternal life; he defeated death by rising from the dead. 

19If our hope in Christ applies only to this life, we are the most pitiful people of all.  

20But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. 21For since death came by 

a man, the resurrection of the dead also is going to come by a man. 22For as in Adam they all die, so also in Christ they all 

will be made alive. 23But each in his own order: Christ as the firstfruits and then Christ’s people, at his coming. 24Then 

comes the end, when he hands over the kingdom to God the Father, after he has done away with every other ruler and 

every other authority and power. 25For he must reign “until he has put all his enemies under his feet.” 26Death is the last 

enemy to be done away with.  

 


