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Welcome to Worship 

How wonderful it is to gather with fellow Christians! May our praises proclaim God’s glory, and 

may our souls be comforted and refreshed as we hear God’s Word today. 

GUESTS 

• You’re our guest, so if there’s anything we can help you with, ask any of our friendly 

members. 

• We love having children in our worship services! If your child becomes restless and you 

need to regroup, you are welcome to use any part of the building. 

• Finally, everything you need for worship is printed in this bulletin, and hymns are in the 

red hymnal. 

TODAY’S FOCUS 

Jesus’ resurrection and promise mean peace. Peace that our sins are forgiven. Peace between us 

and God. Peace between us and our fellow Christians.  

SEASON’S FOCUS 

Easter is the ongoing celebration of Jesus’ resurrection from the dead. It’s the foundation of the 

Christian faith, as Paul writes, “If Christ has not been raised, your faith is worthless; you are still 

in your sins…But as it is, Christ has been raised from the dead!” Jesus’ resurrection is the proof 

positive that all God’s promises for us are true.  

The white paraments symbolize the robe of our glorified Jesus and the robes of the saints in 

heaven.  

SERVING IN WORSHIP 

Preacher/Presiding Minister ..................................................................................... Pastor Pappenfuss 

Musician - Martin ............................................................................................................... Shirley Hahn 

Head Usher - Martin ......................................................................................................... Matt Kratovil 

Scripture: Evangelical Heritage Version (EHV) © 2017 The Wartburg Project 

Music & Webcast: OneLicense.net # A-723587.  



The Divine Service 

HYMN  Crown Him With Many Crowns | 341 

INVOCATION Matthew 28:19 

 In the name of the Father and of the ☩ Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

  Amen. 

CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION 

  If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 

    If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins 

and purify us from all unrighteousness. 

  Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

    Holy God, gracious Father, 

I am sinful by nature 

and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions. 

I have not loved you with my whole heart; 

I have not loved others as I should. 

I deserve your punishment both now and forever. 

But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins 

with his holy life and innocent death. 

Trusting in him, I pray: 

God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

  Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, 

Jesus Christ, who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the 

whole world. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the ☩ Son and of 

the Holy Spirit. 

    Amen. 

  

 

 

 

The Paschal 

Candle burns 

each service of 

the Easter season 

as a visual 

proclamation, 

“Jesus is risen!” 

 

 

God is gracious 

and merciful. He 

forgives us for 

Christ’s sake. 

This assures us 

that we can 

receive the rest of 

his gifts through 

the service and 

return thanks for 

those gifts, 

having been set 

free from the 

burden of sin. 
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LORD, HAVE MERCY Kyrie Eleison 

  In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

  Lord, have mercy. 

  For peace of the whole world, for the stability of the holy churches of God, 

and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

  Lord, have mercy. 

  For this holy house and for those who enter it with faith, reverence, and the 

fear of God, let us pray to the Lord. 

  Lord, have mercy. 

  For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and distress, let us 

pray to the Lord. 

  Lord, have mercy. 

  Help us, save us, have mercy on us, and protect us, O God, by your grace. 

  Amen. 

GLORY TO GOD Gloria From All That Dwell Below the Skies | 250 

  In the peace of forgiveness let us praise the Lord. 

From all that dwell below the skies  

Let the Creator’s praise arise. 

Alleluia! Alleluia!  

Let the Redeemer’s name be sung  

Through ev’ry land, by ev’ry tongue. 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

Eternal are your mercies, Lord;  

Eternal is your glorious Word. 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Your praise shall sound from shore to shore  

Till suns shall rise and set no more. 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

  

 

“Lord have 

mercy,” is used 

as a prayer for 

God’s mercy, 

help, comfort and 

guidance in all 

aspects of life. 

This version of 

the prayer comes 

from St John 

Chrysostom who 

lived in the 

second half of the 

4th century AD.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Gloria is 

replaced with 

Hymn 250 this 

Easter season, 

joyfully singing 

alleluia to our 

God.  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

  The Lord be with you. 

     And also with you. 

  Let us pray:  

 O risen Lord, you came to your disciples and took away their fears with 

your word of peace. Come to us also by your Word and sacrament, and 

banish our fears with the comforting assurance of your abiding presence; 

for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. 

     Amen. 

The Word 

FIRST READING  Acts 26:19-29 

Paul recounts how he began to spread the gospel. 

19“Therefore, King Agrippa, I was not disobedient to the vision from heaven. 
20Rather, I first told those in Damascus and Jerusalem about it, and then throughout 

the entire country of Judea and also the Gentiles. I told them that they should repent 

and turn to God, while also doing works that are consistent with repentance. 21These 

are the reasons the Jews seized me in the temple and tried to kill me.  

22“But I have had help from God right up to this day, and so I stand testifying to both 

small and great. I am saying nothing other than what the prophets and Moses said 

would happen, 23that the Christ would suffer and, as the first to rise from the dead, 

he would proclaim light to our people and to the Gentiles.”  

24While Paul was saying these things in his defense, Festus shouted, “Paul, you are 

out of your mind! Your great learning is driving you insane.”  

25But Paul replied, “I am not insane, most excellent Festus, but I am clearly speaking 

words that are true and sensible. 26Certainly the king to whom I am freely speaking 

knows about these things. Indeed, I cannot believe that any of these things has 

escaped his notice, because this has not been done in a corner. 27King Agrippa, do 

you believe the prophets? I know that you believe.”  

28Then Agrippa said to Paul, “In such a short time are you going to persuade me to 

become a Christian?”  

 

 

 

 

 

The Prayer of the 

Day, historically 

call the “collect,” 

collects the main 

thought of the 

day’s Scripture 

readings into one 

short prayer. 

 

 



6 

 

29Paul replied, “I pray God, that whether in a short time or a long time, not only you, 

but also all those who are listening to me today would become what I am, except for 

these chains.”  

  The Word of the Lord. 

    Thanks be to God. 

PSALM OF THE DAY  pg 68 | 16 

SECOND READING  1 Corinthians 15:12-22 

The resurrection of Jesus is the basis for Christianity. 

12Now if it is preached that Christ has been raised from the dead, how is it that some 

among you say that there is no resurrection of the dead? 13If there is no resurrection 

of the dead, not even Christ has been raised. 14And if Christ has not been raised, our 

preaching is pointless, and your faith is pointless too. 15Then we are even guilty of 

giving false testimony about God, because we testified about God that he raised 

Christ, whom he did not raise, if it were true that the dead are not raised. 16For if the 

dead are not raised, not even Christ has been raised. 17And if Christ has not been 

raised, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins. 18Then it also follows that those 

who fell asleep in Christ perished. 19If our hope in Christ applies only to this life, we 

are the most pitiful people of all.  

20But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have 

fallen asleep. 21For since death came by a man, the resurrection of the dead also is 

going to come by a man. 22For as in Adam they all die, so also in Christ they all will 

be made alive.  

  The Word of the Lord. 

    Thanks be to God. 

VERSE OF THE DAY John 20:29b 

  Alleluia. “Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.” 

Alleluia. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The psalms were 

the ancient 

hymnbook of the 

Jews.  

 

 

 

 

 

One of the two 

mountain-tops of 

the Divine 

Service is the 

Word, read and 

preached. In the 

Scripture 

readings, we hear 

the very words of 

God. 
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GOSPEL John 20:19-31 

Jesus gives his disciples peace, for themselves, and for the world, through forgiveness. 

19On the evening of that first day of the week, the disciples were together behind 

locked doors because of their fear of the Jews. Jesus came, stood among them, and 

said to them, “Peace be with you!” 20After he said this, he showed them his hands 

and side. So the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 

21Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you! Just as the Father has sent me, I am 

also sending you.” 22After saying this, he breathed on them and said, “Receive the 

Holy Spirit. 23Whenever you forgive people’s sins, they are forgiven. Whenever you 

do not forgive them, they are not forgiven.” 

24But Thomas, one of the Twelve, the one called the Twin, was not with them when 

Jesus came. 25So the other disciples kept telling him, “We have seen the Lord!” 

But he said to them, “Unless I see the nail marks in his hands, and put my finger into 

the mark of the nails, and put my hand into his side, I will never believe.” 

26After eight days, his disciples were inside again, and Thomas was with them. 

Though the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them. “Peace be with 

you,” he said. 27Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and look at my hands. 

Take your hand and put it into my side. Do not continue to doubt, but believe.” 

28Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 

29Jesus said to him, “Because you have seen me, you have believed. Blessed are those 

who have not seen and yet have believed.” 

30Jesus, in the presence of his disciples, did many other miraculous signs that are not 

written in this book. 31But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the 

Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name. 

  The Gospel of the Lord. 

  Praise be to you, O Christ. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christ – his life, 

his words of law 

and gospel, his 

suffering, his 

death, his 

resurrection, his 

ascension, his 

assignment to his 

Church, his 

promise to return 

– is the center of 

the Gospel. We 

stand in 

reverence. 
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APOSTLES’ CREED Credo 

  I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

maker of heaven and earth.  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

born of the virgin Mary,  

suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

was crucified, died, and was buried.  

He descended into hell.  

The third day he rose again from the dead.  

He ascended into heaven  

and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.  

From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

the holy Christian Church,  

the communion of saints,  

the forgiveness of sins,  

the resurrection of the body,  

and the life everlasting. Amen.  

HYMN OF THE DAY Hauptlied O Sons and Daughters of the King | 165 

SERMON  John 20:19-31 

“Peace to You” 

 

 

 

 

 

The 

congregation, 

along with 

Christians 

around the world 

and from 

centuries past, 

confesses its faith 

in the triune 

God, who has 

been proclaimed 

in the Scripture 

readings. 

 

This hymn 

reviews the 

account of 

Doubting 

Thomas, who did 

not believe Jesus’ 

was alive until he 

saw it with his 

own eyes. 
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OFFERING We Give Thee | 485 (1-2) 

We bring our offerings to the Lord to thank and praise him. These offering support 

Our Redeemer’s and Rock of Ages as well as our synod’s mission efforts around the 

world. Guests need not feel obligated to give but are welcome to do so. 

We give thee but thine own   

Whate’er the gift may be 

All that we have is thine alone 

A trust Oh Lord from thee 

May we thy bounties thus 

As stewards true receive 

And gladly, as thou blessest us, 

To thee our first-fruits give 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Based on Psalm 

51, we pray that 

God would use 

his word from the 

Scripture 

readings and 

sermon to renew 

our hearts. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The 

congregation’s 

offerings are 

gathered and 

placed on the 

Lord’s altar to be 

used for his work 

in the 

community 

through the local 

congregation and 

throughout the 

world by the 

church at large. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 

  Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name,  

thy kingdom come,  

thy will be done  

on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those  

who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom  

and the power and the glory  

forever and ever. Amen. 

HYMN  Lord You I Love with All My Heart | 434 

DEPARTING PRAYER 

  O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on your faithful 

people. Keep us strong in your grace and truth, protect and comfort us in all 

temptation, and bestow on us your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

  Amen. 

BLESSING Numbers 6:22-27 

   The Lord bless you and keep you.  

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  

The Lord look on you with favor and ☩ give you peace.  

 Amen. 

HYMN  I Know that My Redeemer Lives | 152 (5-8) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Recorded in 

Matthew 6 and 

Luke 11, Jesus 

taught his 

disciples this 

prayer as an 

example of how 

to pray. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We pray that the 

blessings we have 

received in 

corporate 

worship will go 

with us as we 

depart to serve 

the Lord and our 

neighbor in our 

various vocations 

all week long. 
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