
Devotion for April 11, 2018 

 
 

To whom do all things belong? 

Psalm 24:1 The earth is the LORD’s and everything that fills it, the world and all who live 

in it. 

One word that toddlers often learn very early on in their vocabulary development is, 

“Mine.” And that little word exposes what is common to all people: we like to have things 

that are “mine.” We each like to have things that we are the gatekeeper for. We get to say 

yes or no someone else’s access to things that are “mine.”  

Too often, that concept of what’s mine and what’s not leads to greed and selfishness. You 

see it in children, where the word mine is a regular precursor to a fight—because two 

children (or more) claim the same toy as “mine.” You see it in adults too—it gets ugly in 

divorce determining what’s mine from what used to be ours, it gets ugly in court when 

one sues another, it gets ugly when adults can’t share any better than little children.  

For every time we’re selfish with our possessions, let this passage from Psalm 24 remind 

you that things are only “mine” temporarily, given to you to manage for a time on earth, 

as a manger working for God. Sharing suddenly becomes easier when you remember 

that everyone you have is a gift from God, belongs to God, and the ultimate purpose of 

everything that’s “mine” isn’t to make you happy, but is for serving God.  

There are certainly many times when you have not used the things God has given to you 

for his service and glory. There’s no use denying it, but there is good in repenting for 

selfish misuse of what God has given, and trusting that God, in addition to all the stuff 

that is “mine” has also given a Savior that you can say is “mine,” because God sent Jesus 

for you, to be your Savior, to take away your sins of selfishness (along with the rest) so 

that you can go now, and live a new life using what God has given to you for God’s 

service. 


