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Welcome to Worship 

How wonderful it is to gather with fellow Christians! May our praises proclaim God’s glory, and 

may our souls be comforted and refreshed as we hear God’s Word today. 

GUESTS 

• You’re our guest, so if there’s anything we can help you with, ask any of our friendly 

members. 

• We love having children in our worship services! If your child becomes restless and you 

need to regroup, you are welcome to use any part of the building. 

• Finally, everything you need for worship is printed in this bulletin, and hymns are in the 

red hymnal. 

TODAY’S FOCUS 

All the blessings of Easter come to us through God’s Word. God’s Word is the message we need 

to know and believe to be saved.  

SEASON’S FOCUS 

Easter is the ongoing celebration of Jesus’ resurrection from the dead. It’s the foundation of the 

Christian faith, as Paul writes, “If Christ has not been raised, your faith is worthless; you are still 

in your sins…But as it is, Christ has been raised from the dead!” Jesus’ resurrection is the proof 

positive that all God’s promises for us are true.  

The white paraments symbolize the robe of our glorified Jesus and the robes of the saints in 

heaven.  

HOLY COMMUNION 

The sacrament is offered today to members of this congregation and our fellowship. 

God teaches in 1 Cor 11:28 that self-examination prior to Holy Communion is vital; 

one helpful tool is found on page 156 in the hymnal.  

SERVING IN WORSHIP 

Preacher/Presiding Minister ..................................................................................... Pastor Pappenfuss 

Musician - Martin .............................................................................................................. Judy Kratovil 

Head Usher - Martin ......................................................................................................... Matt Kratovil 

Scripture: Evangelical Heritage Version (EHV) © 2017 The Wartburg Project 

Music & Webcast: OneLicense.net # A-723587.  



The Divine Service 

HYMN  God Has Spoken By His Prophets | 281 

INVOCATION Matthew 28:19 

 In the name of the Father and of the ☩ Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

  Amen. 

CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION 

  If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 

    If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins 

and purify us from all unrighteousness. 

  Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

    Holy God, gracious Father, 

I am sinful by nature 

and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions. 

I have not loved you with my whole heart; 

I have not loved others as I should. 

I deserve your punishment both now and forever. 

But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins 

with his holy life and innocent death. 

Trusting in him, I pray: 

God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

  Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, 

Jesus Christ, who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the 

whole world. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the ☩ Son and of 

the Holy Spirit. 

    Amen. 

 

  

 

 

 

The Paschal 

Candle burns 

each service of 

the Easter season 

as a visual 

proclamation, 

“Jesus is risen!” 

 

 

 

 

 

Confession has 

two parts. The 

one is that we 

confess our sins; 

the other, that we 

receive 

absolution or 

forgiveness from 

the pastor as 

from God 

himself, not 

doubting but 

firmly believing 

that our sins are 

thus forgiven 

before God in 

heaven. 
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LORD, HAVE MERCY Kyrie Eleison 

  In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

  Lord, have mercy. 

  For peace of the whole world, for the stability of the holy churches of God, 

and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

  Lord, have mercy. 

  For this holy house and for those who enter it with faith, reverence, and the 

fear of God, let us pray to the Lord. 

  Lord, have mercy. 

  For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and distress, let us 

pray to the Lord. 

  Lord, have mercy. 

  Help us, save us, have mercy on us, and protect us, O God, by your grace. 

  Amen. 

GLORY TO GOD Gloria From All That Dwell Below the Skies | 250 

  In the peace of forgiveness let us praise the Lord. 

From all that dwell below the skies  

Let the Creator’s praise arise. 

Alleluia! Alleluia!  

Let the Redeemer’s name be sung  

Through ev’ry land, by ev’ry tongue. 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

Eternal are your mercies, Lord;  

Eternal is your glorious Word. 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Your praise shall sound from shore to shore  

Till suns shall rise and set no more. 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

  

 

 

 

 

“Lord have 

mercy,” is used 

as a prayer for 

God’s mercy, 

help, comfort and 

guidance in all 

aspects of life. 

This version of 

the prayer comes 

from St John 

Chrysostom who 

lived in the 

second half of the 

4th century AD.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Gloria is 

replaced with 

Hymn 250 this 

Easter season, 

joyfully singing 

alleluia to our 

God. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

  The Lord be with you. 

     And also with you. 

  Let us pray:  

 O God, by the humiliation of your Son you lifted up this fallen world from 

the despair of death. By his resurrection to life, grant your faithful people 

gladness of heart and the hope of eternal joys; through your Son, Jesus 

Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. 

     Amen. 

The Word 

FIRST READING  Acts 12:1-9 

God rescues Peter from prison and death. 

At about that time, King Herod laid violent hands on some who belonged to the 

church, in order to mistreat them. 2He had James, the brother of John, put to death 

with the sword. 3When he saw that this pleased the Jews, he proceeded to arrest 

Peter during the days of Unleavened Bread.  

4After arresting Peter, Herod put him in prison and handed him over to four squads 

of four soldiers each to guard him. Herod intended to bring him before the people for 

trial after the Passover. 5So Peter was kept in prison, but the church earnestly offered 

up prayer to God for him.  

6The very night before Herod was going to bring him out for trial, Peter was sleeping 

between two soldiers. He was bound with two chains, while sentries were in front of 

the door, guarding the prison.  

7Suddenly an angel of the Lord stood near him, and a light shone in the cell. The 

angel woke Peter up by striking him on the side, saying, “Quick, get up!” The chains 

fell from his wrists.  

8Then the angel said to him, “Get dressed and put on your sandals.” So he did so. 

Then the angel told him, “Put on your cloak and follow me.” 9Peter went out, 

following the angel, but he did not realize that what the angel was doing was really 

happening. He thought he was seeing a vision. 10When they had passed through the 

 

 

 

 

 

The congregation 

concludes the 

prayer, “Amen.” 

With this word, 

the congregation 

proclaims, “This 

is our prayer, 

too.” 
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first and second guard posts, they came to the iron gate that leads into the city. It 

opened all by itself for them. They went outside, walked down one street, and 

immediately the angel left him.  

11When Peter came to himself, he said, “Now I know for sure that the Lord sent his 

angel and rescued me from the hand of Herod and from everything the Jewish 

people were expecting.”  

12When he realized this, he went to the house of Mary, the mother of John, who is 

also called Mark. Many had gathered there and were praying. 13When Peter knocked 

at the entrance gate, a servant girl named Rhoda came to answer. 14She recognized 

Peter’s voice and was so overjoyed, she did not open the gate. Instead she ran in and 

announced that Peter was standing in front of the gate.  

15They told her, “You are out of your mind!” But she kept on insisting it was so, and 

they started saying, “It’s his angel.”  

16Meanwhile, Peter kept on knocking. When they opened the door and saw him, they 

were astonished. 17Peter motioned to them with his hand to be silent and described to 

them how the Lord had brought him out of prison. He said, “Tell these things to 

James and to the brothers.” Then he left and went on to another place.  

18At daybreak, there was no small commotion among the soldiers about what had 

become of Peter. 19After Herod searched for him and did not find him, he questioned 

the guards and ordered that they be executed.  

Then Herod went down from Judea to Caesarea and stayed there.  

  The Word of the Lord. 

    Thanks be to God. 

PSALM OF THE DAY  pg 108 | 118 

SECOND READING  2 Corinthians 2:12-3:6 

God reveals himself through his people spreading his word. 

12When I came to Troas to proclaim the gospel of Christ and a door was opened for 

me by the Lord, 13I had no rest in my spirit, because I did not find my brother Titus 

there. So I said good-bye to them and went on to Macedonia.  

14But thanks be to God, who always causes us to triumph in Christ and reveals the 

fragrance of his knowledge through us in every place. 15Yes, we are the fragrance of 

Christ for God among those who are being saved and among those who are 

perishing. 16To some we are the odor of death that is a prelude to death, to the others 

Following each 

lesson, the pastor 

announces, “The 

Word of the 

Lord.” God gives 

us his life-giving 

Gospel in his 

word. In response 

to God’s gracious 

revelation, the 

congregation 

responds, 

“Thanks be to 

God.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The psalms are 

the ancient 

hymns of the 

Jews. Many were 

written by King 

David. 
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the fragrance of life that is a prelude to life. And who is qualified for these things? 
17To be sure, we are not like many who peddle the word of God for profit. Instead, in 

Christ we speak with sincerity in the sight of God, as men from God.  

3:1Are we beginning to commend ourselves again? Or do we need, like some people, 

letters of recommendation to you or from you? 2You yourselves are our letter, written 

on our hearts, known and read by everyone. 3It is clear that you are a letter from 

Christ, delivered by us, written not with ink but with the Spirit of the living God, not 

on stone tablets, but on tablets that are hearts of flesh.  

4Such is the confidence we have through Christ before God. 5Not that we are 

competent by ourselves to claim that anything comes from us; rather, our 

competence is from God. 6He also made us competent as ministers of a new 

testament (not of letter, but of spirit). For the letter kills, but the spirit gives life.  

  The Word of the Lord. 

    Thanks be to God. 

VERSE OF THE DAY Luke 24:32 

  Alleluia. “Were not our hearts burning within us while he was speaking to 

us along the road and while he was explaining the Scriptures to us?” 

Alleluia. 

 

GOSPEL Luke 24:36-49 

Jesus opens the disciples’ minds to understand the Scriptures. 

36As they were talking about these things, Jesus himself stood among them and said 

to them, “Peace be with you.”  

37But they were terrified and frightened and thought they were looking at a ghost.  

38He said to them, “Why are you troubled? Why do doubts arise in your hearts? 
39Look at my hands and my feet. It is I myself. Touch me and see, because a ghost 

does not have flesh and bones as you see that I have.” 40When he had said this, he 

showed them his hands and his feet. 41While they still did not believe it (because of 

their joy), and while they were still wondering, he said to them, “Do you have 

anything here to eat?”  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Verse of the 

Day is a familiar 

or significant 

Scripture text 

framed with 

alleluias. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Preparing to hear 

the Gospel, we 

stand out of 

respect for the 

Savior. In the 

past, soldiers put 

down their 

weapons and 

kings removed 

their crowns 

when the Gospel 

was read. 
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42They gave him a piece of broiled fish and some honeycomb. 43He took it and ate in 

front of them. 44He said to them, “These are my words, which I spoke to you while I 

was still with you: Everything must be fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of 

Moses, the Prophets, and the Psalms.”  

45Then he opened their minds to understand the Scriptures. 46He said to them, “This 

is what is written and so it must be: The Christ will suffer and rise from the dead on 

the third day, 47and repentance and forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name 

to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48You are witnesses of these things. 49Look, I 

am sending you what my Father promised. But stay in the city until you are clothed 

with power from on high.” 

  The Gospel of the Lord. 

  Praise be to you, O Christ. 

HYMN OF THE DAY Hauptlied This Joyful Eastertide | 160 

SERMON  Luke 24:36-49 

“Blessed in the Word” 

NICENE CREED Credo 

  We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  

maker of heaven and earth,  

of all that is,  

seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,  

eternally begotten of the Father,  

God from God, light from light, true God from true God,  

begotten, not made,  

of one being with the Father.  

Through him all things were made.  

For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven,  

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary,  

and became fully human.  

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.  

He suffered death and was buried.  

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.  

He ascended into heaven  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Public confession 

is faith’s response 

to God’s saving 

Word. Christians 

composed the 

Nicene Creed in 

the 4th century 

to defend the 

Bible’s teachings 

that both Jesus 

Christ and the 

Holy Spirit are 

true God, equal 

to the Father in 

one eternal, 

undivided 

Trinity. 
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and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit,  

the Lord, the giver of life,  

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  

who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified,  

who has spoken through the prophets.  

We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.  

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  

We look for the resurrection of the dead  

and the life of the world to come. Amen.   

OFFERING We Thank You For Your Blessings | 615 (1,3) 

We bring our offerings to the Lord to thank and praise him. These offering support 

Our Redeemer’s and Rock of Ages as well as our synod’s mission efforts around the 

world. Guests need not feel obligated to give but are welcome to do so. 

We thank you for your blessings, Almighty Lord, our King; 

We thank you for the harvests, Yes, Lord, for ev’rything: 

For flow’rs that bloom in springtime, For rip’ning fruit and grain, 

For all the precious sunshine, And for the gentle rain. 

But best of all your blessings, The rainbow of your love, 

Are all the many mercies Your Word brings from above. 

Our life now has full meaning-Christ Jesus is our God! 

Thanksgiving shall be living The way the Savior trod. 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As a response of 

faith, gifts of 

money are 

received and 

presented to the 

Lord. Believers 

know that God’s 

work must be 

done. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 

  Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name,  

thy kingdom come,  

thy will be done  

on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those  

who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom  

and the power and the glory  

forever and ever. Amen. 

The Sacrament 

PREFACE 

  The Lord be with you. 

  And also with you. 

  Lift up your hearts. 

  We lift them up to the Lord. 

  Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 

  It is good and right so to do. 

  It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give 

you thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through 

Jesus Christ, our Lord, and we praise you especially for the glorious 

resurrection of your Son, the true Passover Lamb, who by his sacrifice took 

away the sins of the world and by his resurrection restored everlasting life.  

Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your 

holy name and join their glorious song: 

 

 

 

 

 

Recorded in 

Matthew 6 and 

Luke 11, Jesus 

taught his 

disciples this 

prayer as an 

example of how 

to pray. 
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY Sanctus 

 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

  Blessed are you, O God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.  By his victory over 

the grave, our Savior declared death’s reign ended, the door to heaven open, 

and the payment for sin complete.  

 We celebrate with joy the glorious resurrection of your Son.  

We marvel at the depth of your love.  

We stand in awe of your power.  

We are humbled by the compassion you have shown our fallen race.  

 Lead us to rejoice in the pardon offered and sealed in this Sacrament and to 

live a life worthy of your name.  The Lord Jesus lives! Alleluia. 

  Amen. 

 

 

 

 

This canticle uses 

the words of the 

angels in Isaiah 6 

(holy, holy, holy) 

and the praise of 

the Palm Sunday 

crowd (hosanna) 

to acknowledge 

Jesus’ presence 

in, with, and 

under the bread 

and wine. Jesus’ 

presence in the 

sacrament is 

what the common 

term “Holy 

Communion” 

refers to. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As Jesus gave 

thanks before he 

instituted the 

Lord’s Supper, 

we also give 

thanks, 

remembering 

Jesus’ saving 

work on our 

behalf. 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION Verba 

   Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when 

he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take 

and eat; this is my ☩ body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance 

of me.” 

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them saying, “Drink from 

it, all of you; this is my ☩ blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for 

you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in 

remembrance of me.”  

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

  Amen.   

LAMB OF GOD Agnus Dei 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jesus, after he 

rose, appeared to 

his disciples and 

said, “Peace be 

with you,” and 

they rejoiced. 

Jesus is with us 

in worship and in 

the sacrament, 

and he gives us 

and assures us 

that we are at 

peace with him. 



13 

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN  Lord Jesus Christ, You Have Prepared | 312 

As the Bible teaches, our congregations practice close communion. Therefore, we ask 

that only members of this congregation and our fellowship (WELS and ELS) partake 

of the sacrament. If you are a member of another Lutheran denomination or 

Christian church and would like to commune with us in the future, please speak with 

our pastor after the service and he would be delighted to explain what that entails. 

 

SONG OF SIMEON Nunc Dimittis 

  

 

Through these 

words we receive 

forgiveness of 

sins, life, and 

salvation in this 

sacrament. For 

where there is 

forgiveness of 

sins, there is also 

life and salvation. 
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

  O Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good. 

  And His mercy endures forever. Psalm 107:1 

  Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 

  we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 1 Cor 11:26 

  O God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving kindness you sent 

your Son to share our humanity. We thank you that through him you have 

given us pardon and peace in this sacrament. We also pray that you will not 

forsake us but will rule our hearts and minds by your Holy Spirit so that we 

willingly serve you day after day, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  Amen.   

BLESSING 

  The Lord bless you and keep you.  

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  

The Lord look on you with favor and ☩ give you peace.  

 Amen. 

HYMN  God’s Word Is Our Great Heritage | 293 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As we began the 

service with the 

Lord’s name, so 

we are sent out 

in his name. 

Worshippers are 

encouraged to 

live each day in 

baptismal 

confidence, 

knowing that 

they have the 

Lord’s blessing 

and presence 

with them. 
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