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“Blessed Through the Word” 

 

Grace, mercy, and peace are yours from Jesus, who sends the Holy Spirit from the Father. Amen. 

 

Dear Christians, is ignorance bliss? Sometimes. Sometimes it’s nice not to know about a possible 

problem, because then you can’t worry about it. But in most situations, it simply isn’t true.  

And most definitely, ignorance is not bliss when it comes to God’s Word. The disciples serve as a 

perfect example of that. They did not understand that Jesus had to suffer and die, and they did 

not understand that he would rise from the dead. How much grief did they go through because 

they didn’t get it?  

Peter denied knowing Jesus, even calling down oaths from heaven. What did Peter’s ignorance 

of the situation do for him as he fell to ground, shaking, and weeping at what he had done. 

When Jesus was crucified, what did Peter think about his last interaction with Jesus? Or the rest 

of the disciples, who ran away and abandoned Jesus, leaving him in the hands of an armed 

mob? 

How many times had the disciples been sad and upset when Jesus told them that he would 

suffer and die? How were the disciples coping on Holy Saturday as Jesus was in the tomb? From 

their ignorant perspective, they were having the worst Passover ever and every year would be a 

horrible anniversary of Jesus’ death.  

Ignorance of the Scriptures is no bliss to us either. 

When we don’t know the Scriptures, we don’t know God, and ignorance is fear. A person who 

knows nothing about God certainly has every reason to fear, because they don’t know where to 

get real, absolute, certain answers to anything. A person who knows a little bit about God, like 

that God is triune, knows where to get reliable truth from. A person who knows some more 

about God, like that he’s eternal, unchanging, almighty, all knowing, holy, good, and merciful – 

they have even less to fear, because they know what God is like. But consider then a person who 

has studied, deeply, in the Scriptures, and made it a habit for a long time. God is faithful. You 

can define it. Faithful means he does what he says, he sticks by your side. But what does it mean 

that God is faithful? The whole entire Old Testament is the definition of God’s faithfulness. 

Time after time after time God’s people cheated on him, but God was faithful. And how does a 

deep understanding of God’s faithfulness – and a close look at the things, the awful things that 

God forgave – replace ignorant fear with knowledgeable trust? When you cheat on God, and 

realize it, and realize that you have no reason for God to be faithful to you, and keep his 

promises to you, and let you be a part of his family still…that’s when you need to know what it 

means that God is faithful, and see the experiences of God’s people from the past to know that 

their faithful God is your faithful God.  

When we don’t know the Scriptures, we don’t know God’s love. And when we don’t know God’s 

love, ignorance is fear, and we have no confidence. Jesus gave us a model for prayer, and it 

begins, “Our Father, who art in heaven.” What does it mean that God is our Father? For some 

people, sadly, that’s bad news, because their earthly father was terrifying and dangerous. For 

others, that sounds like bad news because they know they deserve punishment, and rather than 

calling out to their heavenly Father, they’d prefer to avoid him as much as possible. But for the 

person who knows the Scriptures, they know that “our Father” is all good news. We can go to 

him in prayer as boldly and confidently as dear children as their dear father. How many ice 



cream cones has Dairy Queen sold because a dear child asked her dear father, and he said yes? 

When you know, and know it well, that God is your Father who loves you, fear melts, and 

confidence springs to life. 

When we don’t know the Scriptures, we don’t know God’s plan or our own place in it. We don’t 

know our purpose. What does God want me to be doing? How can I do what God wants me to 

do? What things count as serving God? Does playing a game for millions of dollars serve God? 

Does raising beef serve God, or do you need a college degree to really serve God well? Or is it all a 

waste of time, and should every real Christian man head to the seminary so that they can serve 

God full time? Is a mother staying home better or worse or equal to a mother who works in the 

eyes of God? How does a rarely lucid Christian, confined to a nursing home, serve God?  

We’re not going to answer all those questions today, that’s for a future sermon, but when you 

don’t understand God’s plan for the world, and what he wants you to be doing as part of that 

plan, and what God values and what God doesn’t value and why – ignorance is fear and 

confusion. But when you study the Scriptures, you’ll see more and more how God’s complex, 

partly hidden plan for your life is actually quite simple. God put you where there are needs to be 

met, and you’re his agent to put Christian love into action, and meet those needs.  

The point we want to see is the huge blessing that Jesus gave to his disciples in verse 45. “Then 

he opened their minds to understand the Scriptures.” And that is a blessing we want for 

ourselves too. We want to know God, and trust in him. We want to know God’s love for us and 

be confident in our lives. We want to know God’s plan for us and wake up every day with a 

purpose.  

So how do you get that blessing of understanding the Scriptures? 

Add it to your prayers. Pray that Jesus does open your mind through the work of the Holy Spirit 

to increase your knowledge, understanding, and wisdom during your study of the Word, and 

then… 

Get into the Word!  

You get that here at church in our worship services and in our Bible study and Sunday school.  

But that’s only one day a week! So also get into the Word at home with the family and by 

yourself. Use the Meditations, or Bible reading, read and study the lectionary readings, rewatch 

the sermon. Parents and children, spouses, individuals, you will be blessed as you get deeper 

and deeper into God’s Word.   

But what do you do with that guilt, because you know that you haven’t been into God’s Word 

deeply, and you know that even if you try to crank up your time in God’s Word, you’re going to 

backslide at some point, and you know that even if you spent an hour in the Word every day, 

you know it would be even better if you spent two hours in the word….so what do you do with 

that guilt?  

You repent of it. God, I sinned against you. I treated your word like it was yesterday’s 

newspaper, and it wasn’t any good for me.  

And then hear and trust his forgiveness. Jesus summarized his mission and purpose: “This is 

what is written and so it must be: The Christ will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, 

and repentance and forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all nations, beginning 

from Jerusalem.” You are forgiven, by the blood that Jesus shed on the cross and by his mighty 

resurrection from the dead.  Amen. 

 



 

Text: Luke 24:36-49 

Jesus opens the disciples’ minds to understand the Scriptures. 

36As they were talking about these things, Jesus himself stood among them and said to them, “Peace be with you.”  

37But they were terrified and frightened and thought they were looking at a ghost.  

38He said to them, “Why are you troubled? Why do doubts arise in your hearts? 39Look at my hands and my feet. It is I 

myself. Touch me and see, because a ghost does not have flesh and bones as you see that I have.” 40When he had said this, 

he showed them his hands and his feet. 41While they still did not believe it (because of their joy), and while they were still 

wondering, he said to them, “Do you have anything here to eat?”  

42They gave him a piece of broiled fish and some honeycomb. 43He took it and ate in front of them. 44He said to them, 

“These are my words, which I spoke to you while I was still with you: Everything must be fulfilled that is written about 

me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets, and the Psalms.”  

45Then he opened their minds to understand the Scriptures. 46He said to them, “This is what is written and so it must be: 

The Christ will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, 47and repentance and forgiveness of sins will be preached 

in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48You are witnesses of these things. 49Look, I am sending you what 

my Father promised. But stay in the city until you are clothed with power from on high.” 


