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“Vine & Branches” 

 

Grace, mercy, and peace are yours from Jesus, the Vine. Amen. 

 

Dear Christians, catechism classes are wrapping up. The confirmation ceremony is less than a 

month away for our three confirmands this year. One thing that confirmands dread is the 

examination – whether that’s carried out in front of the whole congregation or in a smaller 

group. The questions aren’t a surprise. In fact, in most cases, the questions for the examination 

are provided and studied well ahead of time.  

My father-in-law, who serves as a pastor down in Arkansas, even has his confirmation 

examination questions labeled with a special name. At the top of the packet it says in big, clear 

letters, “Best Friend.” When it comes to the examination, this is your best friend.  

There are two things you want to remember about your best friend. You want to spend a lot of 

time with your best friend, and you want to know your best friend very, very well. 

It’s not confirmation today, so we’re going to drop that, but we’re going to keep talking about 

relationships. Specifically, your relationship with Jesus. 

How would you describe your relationship with Jesus? 

I think you could give me some solid answers. If you had a few minutes, you could probably 

come up with Savior and saved, Shepherd and sheep, brother and siblings. I think you could 

describe it with faith, grace, mercy, and love.  

But those are ideal. How’s your relationship with Jesus this week in real life? It’s definitely true 

to say that Jesus is our best friend, but did you act like it this week?  

Jesus and I spent the whole week together, we just couldn’t get enough of each other, it was a 

great week and I’m looking forward to more. 

Jesus? Uh, yeah, sure, I guess he’s my best friend. But this week…it’s kinda like he’s my best 

friend, but he’s on vacation in a foreign country with no phone or internet. We didn’t really 

spend any time together, Jesus and me.  

I’m going to hope your week was closer to the first option than the second, but now I want to 

turn our attention to how Jesus describes his relationship with you today in John chapter 15. 

Jesus says that he’s the vine, and you are the branches. So as the vine, Jesus is the power source. 

He’s the most important part of the relationship, providing you with the power and the abilities 

and the opportunities to do your part – bearing fruit.  

“A branch cannot bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine,” Jesus say, and he applies it, 

“Likewise, you cannot bear fruit unless you remain in me.” 

And we’ve got some warnings from Jesus. The vine and branches analogy applies to branches 

that aren’t producing fruit.  

“My Father is the gardener. Every branch in me that does not bear fruit, he is going to cut off.” 

And Jesus adds, “If anyone does not remain in me, he is thrown away like a branch and withers. 

Such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned.” That’s serious, and Jesus means 

it. There’s something wrong with a Christian who does not produce fruit, or who is producing 

less and less and less fruit, until there’s none. There’s something wrong with a Christian who 



has less and less love for other people, who has less and less time to spend with Jesus, who has 

less and less time to gather with their congregation. It’s a sign of faith getting weaker and 

dying. The danger is being cut off and burned in the eternal fire of hell.  

Jesus says, “Remain in me.” Sometimes people go down the path that leads to being cut off from 

the vine because they think they don’t need the vine to produce fruit. They think they don’t 

need Jesus in order to be a good person and do the right thing. 

“I don’t need to go to church in order to be a good neighbor.” 

“A little wafer and a sip of wine isn’t going to make me a better husband.” 

“My devotion booklet isn’t going to put the seeds in the ground.” 

But Jesus says, “The one who remains in me and I in him is the one who bears much fruit, 

because without me you can do nothing.” Because nothing is pleasing to God that is not done in 

faith, for his glory.  

Jesus warns us that dead, non-producing branches will be cut off. Jesus warns us not to try 

producing fruit without the vine because it won’t work. Jesus also warns us to be ready for 

pruning. Not to be discouraged when producing fruits is harder than we’d like it to be.  

“My Father is the gardener. And he prunes every branch that does bear fruit, so that it will bear 

more fruit.” 

Will it ever stop? Will it ever be enough? How much fruit am I supposed to bear? How much 

love, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, and self-control will be enough?  

So says the sinful nature, right? And the sinful nature laments, “Couldn’t God just tell me to 

show love to 5 people per week or to pray 7 times per day or to go to church 25 times per year? 

Then I could just be sure to do that and be done with it.” 

But there’s really no ceiling on Christian living, no maximum limit that you couldn’t go beyond. 

We’ll never be perfect at it, and we’ll always have room for improvement until you move into 

your place in heaven. And God wants us to keep on growing, and so he prunes us, to trim out 

the bad and give room for growth to the good things he’s started in us.  

And that’s the heart of the good news today. As branches, we need the vine. Without Jesus, we 

can do nothing. Even with Jesus, we need pruning. We need cleansing. To the Greeks, that’s the 

same word, pruning and cleansing, which brings meaning to verse 3 that we miss out on in 

English.  

If the idea of being pruned by God the Father scares you a little, if you’ve got to admit that 

sometimes you fell into the deadly idea that you don’t really need God to be a good person, if 

you even are worried that you’ve let things slide so far that God might have his clippers in hand 

ready to snip you off, then, Christian, hear Jesus as he says, “You are already clean because of 

the word I have spoken to you.” You are already pruned because of the word Jesus has spoken to 

you.  

So what does he mean? Are we cleansed/pruned or is there more cleansing/pruning that we 

need? And the answer is both. If we stick with the plant picture, what kind of branches were we 

to start with? Dead because of sin. But God – we call it mercy and grace – picked us up, dead 

branches that we were, and grafted us into Jesus, the true Vine, and we were made alive. Jesus is 

the source of life in us – both the start of life and the ongoing life force. You were dead because 

of sin, you’re now alive because of Jesus’ death and resurrection. You know that because God 

told you so in his Word. “You are already clean because of the word I have spoken to you.”  



But there’s more pruning/cleansing to do, though, because the sinful nature wants to reject the 

grafting and go back to being dead towards God. That’s the constant struggle of a Christian, 

every day to nip sin in the bud, to cut off and throw away the sinful nature’s ugly head 

sprouting up again. But connected to the vine, that’s a struggle we win. Jesus is the source of 

goodness in us. Not only did he give us life by crediting us with his goodness, but he keeps 

pumping us full of goodness to make us more like him. He’s the source of power in us. He’s the 

source of our abilities and talents and spiritual gifts. Having been connected to Jesus, you are 

now alive and able to produce fruit and please God.  

And here is more wonderful confidence for you: Jesus is going to stay connected to you. 

Nothing is going to break you off from him, no storm of life with high winds pulling on you, no 

wild machete-wielding attack of the devil. Jesus promises, “Remain in me, and I am going to 

remain in you.”  

And that connection to Jesus works. It’s effective. “The one who remains in me and I in him is 

the one who bears much fruit.” Not only does Jesus say you will bear fruit, but a lot of it, you, 

yes you! As you connected to him, as you are pruned and strengthened and fed by him, you are 

producing fruit and you will produce much fruit in your life, doing many acts of love, 

proclaiming much praise, and giving much glory to God. 

Which is the whole point of life, the universe, and everything, to give glory to God. In our of our 

confessions of sin, we say it, “God created us to love and serve him as his dear children.”  

Jesus says, “My Father is glorified by this: that you continue to bear much fruit and prove to be 

my disciples.” It’s redundant. Christians glorify God by doing what Christians do because 

Christians glorify God. And it becomes clear that we are really are Christians as we bear fruit 

like Christians do, that what we believe in our hearts and confess with our mouths matches 

what we do with our hands.  

As we grow, pruned by the gardener, filled with life and power by the vine, God is glorified 

more because we’ll produce more fruits of faith and better fruits of faith. 

We started out talking about our relationship with Jesus, which Jesus describes as vine and 

branches, where we need to be connected to him, and he is our source for everything. Look at 

the relationship, the connection in verse 7: “If you remain in me and my words remain in you, 

ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you.”  

That’s how connected Jesus wants you to be with him. Connected so that you know him and his 

Word and you hear Jesus’ voice, so connected that when you respond to God, you’re thinking 

the same thing as God, and whatever you wish is what God wishes because you’re so full of God 

and so in tune with God that you want what God wants and then when you respond to God in 

prayer after hearing his Word, you’re asking for what God wants to give you, and, of course, 

you’ll get it. 

An easy example of this is the Lord’s Prayer. Petition after petition, each one asks for something 

God has promised to do or give. Jesus modeled the prayer for us as an example of how to pray to 

God. It’s a prayer so worth repeating, over and over again, because in it we’re asking God for 

things that we know are according to his will, and so the Lord’s Prayer is a prayer we can pray 

knowing God’s answer before we pray it. We know God says, “Yes,” to our requests in the Lord’s 

Prayer.  

And that’s the sort of thing, not just in the Lord’s Prayer but in our other prayers too, that Jesus 

is talking about; that’s the connection that Jesus the vine has with you the branches and that he 

wants to bless you by growing you in.  



Hear Jesus’ good news for you: “I am the Vine; you are the branches. The one who remains in me 

and I in him is the one who bears much fruit.” Amen. 

 

 

Text: John 15:1-8 

Jesus explains that the branches (us) bear fruit only when connect to the vine (him). 

“I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. 2Every branch in me that does not bear fruit, he is going to cut off. And 

he prunes every branch that does bear fruit, so that it will bear more fruit.  

3“You are already clean because of the word I have spoken to you. 4Remain in me, and I am going to remain in you. A 

branch cannot bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Likewise, you cannot bear fruit unless you remain in me.  

5“I am the Vine; you are the branches. The one who remains in me and I in him is the one who bears much fruit, because 

without me you can do nothing. 6If anyone does not remain in me, he is thrown away like a branch and withers. Such 

branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. 7If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever 

you wish, and it will be done for you. 8My Father is glorified by this: that you continue to bear much fruit and prove to be 

my disciples.” 

 


