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Welcome to Worship 

How wonderful it is to gather with fellow Christians! May our praises proclaim God’s glory, and 

may our souls be comforted and refreshed as we hear God’s Word today. 

GUESTS 

• You’re our guest, so if there’s anything we can help you with, ask any of our friendly 

members. 

• We love having children in our worship services! If your child becomes restless and you 

need to regroup, you are welcome to use any part of the building. 

• Finally, everything you need for worship is printed in this bulletin, and hymns are in the 

red hymnal. 

TODAY’S FOCUS 

Jesus calls us his friends! His saving work and grace have changed us. He chose us, and 

appointed us to bear fruit, by loving one another.  

SEASON’S FOCUS 

Easter is the ongoing celebration of Jesus’ resurrection from the dead. It’s the foundation of the 

Christian faith, as Paul writes, “If Christ has not been raised, your faith is worthless; you are still 

in your sins…But as it is, Christ has been raised from the dead!” Jesus’ resurrection is the proof 

positive that all God’s promises for us are true.  

The white paraments symbolize the robe of our glorified Jesus and the robes of the saints in 

heaven.  

HOLY COMMUNION 

The sacrament is offered today to members of this congregation and our fellowship. 

God teaches in 1 Cor 11:28 that self-examination prior to Holy Communion is vital; 

one helpful tool is found on page 156 in the hymnal.  

SERVING IN WORSHIP 

Preacher/Presiding Minister ..................................................................................... Pastor Pappenfuss 

Musician - Martin .............................................................................................................. Judy Kratovil 

Head Usher - Martin ......................................................................................................... Wynn Saxton 

Scripture: Evangelical Heritage Version (EHV) © 2017 The Wartburg Project 

Music & Webcast: OneLicense.net # A-723587.  



The Divine Service 

HYMN  Lord, Tis Not That I Did Choose You | 380 

INVOCATION Matthew 28:19 

 In the name of the Father and of the ☩ Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

  Amen. 

CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION 

  We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve 

him as his dear children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his 

wrath and punishment. Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead 

for his mercy.  

    Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless 

ways I have sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. 

But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to 

your unfailing love. Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt. 

  God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and 

innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. 

You are his own dear child. May God give you strength to live according to 

his will. 

    Amen. 

LORD, HAVE MERCY Kyrie Eleison 

  In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

  Lord, have mercy. 

  For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 

  Lord, have mercy. 

  For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, 

and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

  Lord, have mercy. 

 

 

 

 

 

The Paschal 

Candle burns 

each service of 

the Easter season 

as a visual 

proclamation, 

“Jesus is risen!” 

 

 

The use of the 

keys is that 

special power and 

right which 

Christ gave to his 

church on earth: 

to forgive the sins 

of penitent 

sinners but 

refuse forgiveness 

to the impenitent 

as long as they do 

not repent. 
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  For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us 

pray to the Lord. 

  Lord, have mercy. 

  Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

  Amen. 

GLORY TO GOD Gloria From All That Dwell Below the Skies | 250 

  In the peace of forgiveness let us praise the Lord. 

From all that dwell below the skies  

Let the Creator’s praise arise. 

Alleluia! Alleluia!  

Let the Redeemer’s name be sung  

Through ev’ry land, by ev’ry tongue. 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

Eternal are your mercies, Lord;  

Eternal is your glorious Word. 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Your praise shall sound from shore to shore  

Till suns shall rise and set no more. 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

  The Lord be with you. 

     And also with you. 

  Let us pray:  

 Father of lights, every good and perfect gift comes from you. Inspire us to 

think those things that are true and long for those things that are good, that 

we may always make our petitions according to your gracious will; through 

your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

     Amen. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Gloria is 

replaced with 

Hymn 250 this 

Easter season, 

joyfully singing 

alleluia to our 

God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Prayer of the 

Day, historically 

call the “collect,” 

collects the main 

thought of the 

day’s Scripture 

readings into one 

short prayer. 
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The Word 

FIRST READING  Acts 9:36-42 

God uses Peter, and raises a woman from the dead. 

36In Joppa there was a disciple named Tabitha, which in Greek is Dorcas. She was 

always doing good deeds and acts of charity. 37At that time she became sick and 

died. After they had washed her, they laid her in an upstairs room. 38Since Lydda is 

near Joppa, when the disciples heard that Peter was there, they sent two men to him, 

who urged him, “Come to us without delay!”  

39Peter got up and went with them. When he arrived, they led him to the room 

upstairs. All the widows stood beside him, weeping and showing him the robes and 

clothing that Dorcas made while she was still with them.  

40After Peter sent them all outside, he got down on his knees and prayed. Then he 

turned toward the body and said, “Tabitha, get up!” She opened her eyes, and when 

she saw Peter, she sat up. 41He gave her his hand and helped her stand up. After he 

called the saints and the widows, he presented her to them alive.  

42This became known all over Joppa, and many believed in the Lord.  

  The Word of the Lord. 

    Thanks be to God. 

PSALM OF THE DAY  pg 103 | 98 

SECOND READING  1 John 4:1-11 

For fruits of faith to be good, their source must be good. Proper doctrine leads to proper love. 

Dear friends, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see if they are from 

God, for many false prophets have gone out into the world. 2This is how you can 

recognize the Spirit of God: Every spirit who confesses that Jesus Christ has come in 

the flesh is from God, 3and every spirit who does not confess Jesus is not from God. 

This is the spirit of the Antichrist, which you have heard is coming and is already in 

the world. 4You are from God, dear children, and you have overcome the false 

prophets, because the one in you is greater than the one in the world. 5They are from 

the world. That is why they speak from a worldly perspective and the world listens 

to them. 6We are from God. The one who knows God listens to us, but whoever is not 

 

 

 

 

Scripture 

readings are read 

from a lectern or 

from the pulpit. 

In either case, the 

furniture makes a 

visual display of 

the authority and 

power of God’s 

Word. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The large cross 

above the altar 

reminds us that 

Jesus and his 

work to save us is 

the central 

message of the 

Bible. 
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from God does not listen to us. That is how we can distinguish between the spirit of 

truth and the spirit of error.  

7Dear friends, let us love one another, because love comes from God. Everyone who 

loves has been born of God and knows God. 8The one who does not love has not 

known God, because God is love. 9This is how God’s love for us was revealed: God 

has sent his only-begotten Son into the world so that we may live through him. 10This 

is love: not that we have loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the 

atoning sacrifice for our sins. 11Dear friends, if God loved us so much, we also should 

love one another.  

  The Word of the Lord. 

    Thanks be to God. 

VERSE OF THE DAY John 14:23 

  Alleluia. “Jesus answered him, “If anyone loves me, he will hold on to my 

word. My Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our home 

with him.” Alleluia. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This response to 

the Verse of the 

Day comes from 

the end of John’s 

Gospel, where he 

explains the 

purpose of 

writing the book, 

which is the 

purpose for the 

entire Bible. 
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GOSPEL John 15:9-17 

Jesus calls us friends! 

9“As the Father has loved me, so also I have loved you. Remain in my love. 10If you 

hold on to my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have held on to my 

Father’s commands and remain in his love. 11I have told you these things so that my 

joy would continue to be in you and that your joy would be complete. 

12“This is my command: Love one another as I have loved you. 13No one has greater 

love than this: that someone lays down his life for his friends. 14You are my friends if 

you continue to do the things I instruct you. 15I no longer call you servants, because a 

servant does not know what his master is doing. But I have called you friends, 

because everything that I heard from my Father, I have made known to you. 16You 

did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that 

will endure, so that the Father will give you whatever you ask in my name. 17These 

things I am instructing you, so that you love one another.” 

  The Gospel of the Lord. 

  Praise be to you, O Christ. 

HYMN OF THE DAY Hauptlied Dear Christians One and All Rejoice | 377 (1-4) 

SERMON  John 15:9-17 

“Friend and Friends” 

NICENE CREED Credo 

  We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  

maker of heaven and earth,  

of all that is,  

seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,  

eternally begotten of the Father,  

God from God, light from light, true God from true God,  

begotten, not made,  

of one being with the Father.  

Through him all things were made.  

For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven,  

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary,  

 

The Holy Gospel 

is the pinnacle of 

the Service of the 

Word because it 

represents the 

direct words and 

actions of our 

Lord during his 

earthly ministry. 

Before the 

reading of the 

Gospel, the 

people stand in 

respect for 

Christ. 

 

 

The Hymn of the 

Day is assigned 

to each Sunday, 

not chosen by the 

pastor. It is 

assigned by the 

historical Church 

because of its rich 

content and 

connection to the 

Gospel. 
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and became fully human.  

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.  

He suffered death and was buried.  

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.  

He ascended into heaven  

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit,  

the Lord, the giver of life,  

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  

who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified,  

who has spoken through the prophets.  

We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.  

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  

We look for the resurrection of the dead  

and the life of the world to come. Amen.   

OFFERING We Praise You, O God | 609 (1,3) 

We bring our offerings to the Lord to thank and praise him. These offering support 

Our Redeemer’s and Rock of Ages as well as our synod’s mission efforts around the 

world. Guests need not feel obligated to give but are welcome to do so. 

We praise you, O God, our Redeemer, Creator! 

In grateful devotion our tribute we bring: 

We lay it before you; we kneel and adore you; 

We bless your holy name; glad praises we sing. 

 

With voices united our praises we offer; 

To you, great Jehovah, glad anthems we raise. 

Your strong arm will guide us; our God is beside us. 

To you, our great Redeemer, fore’er be praise! 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

  

Public confession 

is faith’s response 

to God’s saving 

Word. Christians 

composed the 

Nicene Creed in 

the 4th century 

to defend the 

Bible’s teachings 

that both Jesus 

Christ and the 

Holy Spirit are 

true God, equal 

to the Father in 

one eternal, 

undivided 

Trinity. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

God’s Word of 

salvation, the 

word just heard 

in worship, must 

be proclaimed to 

the entire world. 

With this desire, 

offerings are 

presented to the 

Lord. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 

  Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name,  

thy kingdom come,  

thy will be done  

on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those  

who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom  

and the power and the glory  

forever and ever. Amen. 

The Sacrament 

PREFACE 

  The Lord be with you. 

  And also with you. 

  Lift up your hearts. 

  We lift them up to the Lord. 

  Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 

  It is good and right so to do. 

  It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give 

you thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through 

Jesus Christ, our Lord, and we praise you especially for the glorious 

resurrection of your Son, the true Passover Lamb, who by his sacrifice took 

away the sins of the world and by his resurrection restored everlasting life.  

Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your 

holy name and join their glorious song: 

 

 

We can be sure 

that these 

petitions are 

acceptable to our 

Father in heaven 

and are heard by 

him, for he 

himself has 

commanded us to 

pray in this way 

and has promised 

to hear us. 

Therefore we say, 

“Amen. Yes, it 

shall be so.” 

 

. 
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY Sanctus 

 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

  Blessed are you, O God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.  By his victory over 

the grave, our Savior declared death’s reign ended, the door to heaven open, 

and the payment for sin complete.  

 We celebrate with joy the glorious resurrection of your Son.  

We marvel at the depth of your love.  

We stand in awe of your power.  

We are humbled by the compassion you have shown our fallen race.  

 Lead us to rejoice in the pardon offered and sealed in this Sacrament and to 

live a life worthy of your name.  The Lord Jesus lives! Alleluia. 

  Amen. 

 

 

 

 

This canticle uses 

the words of the 

angels in Isaiah 6 

(holy, holy, holy) 

and the praise of 

the Palm Sunday 

crowd (hosanna) 

to acknowledge 

Jesus’ presence 

in, with, and 

under the bread 

and wine. Jesus’ 

presence in the 

sacrament is 

what the common 

term “Holy 

Communion” 

refers to. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As Jesus gave 

thanks before he 

instituted the 

Lord’s Supper, 

we also give 

thanks, 

remembering 

Jesus’ saving 

work on our 

behalf. 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION Verba 

   Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when 

he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take 

and eat; this is my ☩ body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance 

of me.” 

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them saying, “Drink from 

it, all of you; this is my ☩ blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for 

you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in 

remembrance of me.”  

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

  Amen.   

LAMB OF GOD Agnus Dei 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Jesus, after he 

rose, appeared to 

his disciples and 

said, “Peace be 

with you,” and 

they rejoiced. 

Jesus is with us 

in worship and in 

the sacrament, 

and he gives us 

and assures us 

that we are at 

peace with him. 

 

 

 

This ancient song 

of the church is 

based on John 

1:29, Isaiah 

53:78, and 

Revelation 5:6 

and reminds 

today’s believers 

of their Old 

Testament 

counterparts. 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN  Jesus Christ, Our Blessed Savior| 313 

As the Bible teaches, our congregations practice close communion. Therefore, ask 

that only members of this congregation and our fellowship (WELS and ELS) partake 

of the sacrament. If you are a member of another Lutheran denomination or 

Christian church and would like to commune with us in the future, please speak with 

our pastor after the service and he would be delighted to explain what that entails. 

 

SONG OF SIMEON Nunc Dimittis 

  

 

Through these 

words we receive 

forgiveness of 

sins, life, and 

salvation in this 

sacrament. For 

where there is 

forgiveness of 

sins, there is also 

life and salvation. 

 

 

 

This song is 

based on 

Simeon’s words 

at the temple, 

when was able to 

see Jesus as baby 

in the temple. We 

also have seen 

Jesus and can be 

at peace – we 

have seen him in 

the Lord’s 

Supper. 
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

  O Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good. 

  And His mercy endures forever. Psalm 107:1 

  Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 

  we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 1 Cor 11:26 

  O God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving kindness you sent 

your Son to share our humanity. We thank you that through him you have 

given us pardon and peace in this sacrament. We also pray that you will not 

forsake us but will rule our hearts and minds by your Holy Spirit so that we 

willingly serve you day after day, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  Amen.   

BLESSING 

  The Lord bless you and keep you.  

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  

The Lord look on you with favor and ☩ give you peace.  

 Amen. 

HYMN  What A Friend We Have In Jesus | 411 

 

 

  

 

 

Having received 

forgiveness of 

sins, life, and 

salvation, we 

thank the Lord 

for his gifts and 

pray that he will 

grant us faith to 

use them in love 

toward our 

neighbor. 

 

 

 

The service both 

begins and ends 

with the name of 

the Triune God. 

This blessing has 

been used to bless 

God’s people 

since God 

instructed Aaron 

to bless the 

Israelites this 

way, about 3,500 

years ago. 
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