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“Friend & Friends” 

 

Grace, mercy, and peace are yours. Those gifts were given to you by your friend Jesus. Amen. 

 

Dear friends, there are a couple of Thursdays in the history of the world that are epic, massively 

powerful events that took place.  

Jesus ascended into heaven! That happened on a Thursday. Spoiler alert, that’s our focus for 

next week. 

Jesus washed his disciples’ feet, he ate the Passover with them for the last time, and he 

instituted Holy Communion, he talked for four straight chapters of John’s Gospel, and then was 

betrayed by Judas. That all happened on a Thursday. Our nine verses are pulled from that four-

chapter monologue by Jesus. Jesus had a lot to say, because the disciples were in a for a shocking 

and stressful, but ultimately joyful, weekend.  

In this section, Jesus wanted to make points about love, about joy, and about friends.  

Jesus gave several commands that night, from which we get the name “Maundy Thursday” for 

this day, as he said, “Do this in remembrance of me,” but also as he said, “This is my command: 

Love one another as I have loved you.” 

That’s a loaded statement, packed with both bad news Law and good news Gospel. 

And the bad news is that Jesus expects us to wake up every morning ready to show love to 

everybody in the same way that he shows love.  

Do you realize what that means?  

We overuse the word love so much in our culture. We love pizza, we love chocolate. We love 

sports teams. We’re expressing that we have an affinity for those things, because they satisfy 

our desire for filling up, or a sweet taste, or for exciting entertainment. But what would you do 

for a pizza burnt to a crisp? What about your sports team if they lose way more often than they 

win?  

And, sadly, how often does our love for people follow that conditional plan, where the people in 

our lives, we love them on the condition that they keep us happy, generally do what we want 

them to do, and support us rather than judge us for what we do. 

And when we realize that our love is so often conditional, requiring that other people live up to 

our standards in order to receive love from us, then we realize that our love is that way because 

we are sinfully self-centered, and the sinful goal of our relationships says, “Hmm. What can 

they do for me.” 

Jesus commands that we love other people, and that we give out that love in the same way that 

he gave out love. Jesus said, “No one has greater love than this: that someone lays down his life 

for his friends.” The next day, Jesus did that. He laid down his life for his friends, like you and 

me. And in a minute, we’ll talk about how amazing it is that Jesus calls the people he died for 

“friends,” but first we need to see in the mirror how messy we are, and how short we fall of this. 

There are people you love, and love very deeply. There are people in your life that I expect you 

are ready to give your life to save theirs if the situation calls for it. But I expect there aren’t that 

many people you’d gladly give up your life for. Do you take a bullet for a stranger? Sure, we can 



pray for bravery to do that. Do you take a bullet for the school shooter? Wouldn’t that be crazy? 

Do you run in front of a semi truck to push the town drunk out of the way? Wouldn’t that be 

crazy?  

It is one thing to show love to some people. It’s one thing to say that all people are precious and 

to say that the sanctity of life principle means aborting unborn children is a sin, but it’s another 

thing to remember that all the non-innocent, sinful, perverted, smelly, weird, awkward, the 

mean, the rude, the confusing people in the world are actually, for real precious lives and souls 

that Jesus tells us to love.  

I met a former police officer once, who’s in ministry now, and he talked about learning that 

lesson. He was a trained interrogator. He was the guy who walked into the interrogation room 

and it was his job to threaten, scare, demand or whatever else he had to do to get a confession 

out of a hardened criminal. And he was skilled at it. But one day, he said, he learned a whole 

new lesson about people.  

 One day, as he was interrogating someone that had been arrested, he leaned on him hard and 

then offered the standard line, “Help me help you, give me what I need and I can help you out 

with the judge.” And the man said, “I’m not going to tell you anything because you don’t really 

want to help me out. You just want to use me to get a conviction and you don’t care at all how 

long I go to prison for.” And the officer said, “I will help you out. I can help you out.” But the 

man said, “You don’t mean it. You don’t believe that we could be on opposite sides of this table, 

that if I had your life and you had my life, you could actually be under arrest for doing what I 

did. You don’t think I’m a real person.” 

The officer said he was stunned, because the man was right, the man who was a repeat 

offender, who gave no impression that he loved God at all, knew more about loving other people 

than the officer did as a life-long Christian. Day after day, as a skilled interrogator, he had been 

walking into those rooms believing and behaving as if he was a better than the person he was 

interrogating. Day after day, you and I come into contact with people that Jesus commands us 

to love, and we don’t, because we think we’re better than them and that they don’t deserve love 

from us.  

Jesus says, “You are my friends.”  

Does that make you feel a little sick to your stomach when you compare your love with Jesus’ 

love? Does part of you want to tell Jesus, “Don’t call me your friend, I’m horrible.” 

Jesus says, “No one has greater love than this: that someone lays down his life for his friends. 

You are my friends.” But Jesus, why would you do it for me? I don’t deserve to have you give 

your life for me. 

But that’s the good news Gospel part of Jesus’ command. Love one another as I have loved you. 

How did Jesus love you? No conditions. Jesus knew all the ways you would be a lousy human 

being in your life. He knew the defiant things you would say to your mother. He knew the 

things you would sneak around to do in high school. He knew the ways you would abuse your 

freedom and youth. He knew it all. He knew all the sins you would do against him and against 

others.  

Jesus loved you, unconditionally. He dragged his beaten body to Golgotha, knowing all your 

sins, and carrying all your sins, because he loves you. He stayed on the cross when he had the 

power to hop right off, because he loves you, and he wanted to suffer so that you don’t have to. 

Jesus calls all believers, he calls you his friend, because he loves you. 



And Jesus says it means something when he calls you friend. He’s not just saying it to be polite 

or saying it in the way that you might be “friends” with 2,000 people on Snap Chat or Facebook. 

Jesus explains what he means by calling you a friend, “I no longer call you servants, because a 

servant does not know what his master is doing. But I have called you friends, because 

everything that I heard from my Father, I have made known to you.” Jesus says you are friends 

that talk and actually, really know about each other. The kind of friends that have a slumber 

party and tell each other all the important secrets you have. 

And Jesus tells you stuff so that “my joy would continue to be in you and that your joy would be 

complete.”  

Jesus gives us his command to love one another, and our first reaction is rightly to feel guilty, 

because we are guilty of failure to do it. But Jesus does not give us his command to leave us in 

despair. He reminds us, “as I have loved you.” That gives us joy, and that’s what Jesus wants, for 

the joy that we have, knowing we are saved completely, loved unconditionally, knowing that 

we have been chosen by God to be his friends. 

“You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will 

endure, so that the Father will give you whatever you ask in my name.”  

More joy – you’ve got a job, to go and bear fruit, fruit that will endure. Simply put, that’s the love 

Jesus wants you to show. Love is a fruit of faith that will last, a fruit of faith you’ll keep 

producing forever in heaven.  

Let’s look at Jesus’ command one last time this morning, and this is between Jesus and your 

new self, let your joy be complete as Jesus says to you, “Friends, love one another, as I have loved 

you.” Amen.  

 

 

Text: John 15:9-17 

Jesus calls us friends! 

9“As the Father has loved me, so also I have loved you. Remain in my love. 10If you hold on to my commands, you will 

remain in my love, just as I have held on to my Father’s commands and remain in his love. 11I have told you these things 

so that my joy would continue to be in you and that your joy would be complete. 

12“This is my command: Love one another as I have loved you. 13No one has greater love than this: that someone lays 

down his life for his friends. 14You are my friends if you continue to do the things I instruct you. 15I no longer call you 

servants, because a servant does not know what his master is doing. But I have called you friends, because everything 

that I heard from my Father, I have made known to you. 16You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you to 

go and bear fruit, fruit that will endure, so that the Father will give you whatever you ask in my name. 17These things I am 

instructing you, so that you love one another.” 


