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“The Gospel Grows” 

 

Grace, mercy, and peace to you from God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

Dear people who love the saints of God, Jesus said that the kingdom of God is like a mustard 

seed, one of the smallest seeds planted in the ground. A mustard seed doesn’t seem like much, 

and yet, it grows into one of the largest garden plants. Jesus says that the kingdom of God 

likewise doesn’t seem like much, and yet it grows bigger and bigger. 

The kingdom of God is the work of the Holy Spirit – to bring a person to faith, and to live a godly 

life. The Holy Spirit’s tool is the Gospel. 

The Gospel doesn’t always seem like much, or like it’s growing and spreading all that much. You 

could look at our parish and remember that we used to be three, but now we’re two. We have 

the potential to be the biggest, shiniest, most enviably successful church in town, but we’re not 

that right now. Instead, we’ve got two members who are MIA every Sunday for each one in the 

pew. Our invitations, advertisements, and encouragements seem to fall on deaf ears.  

Colossae was a small town now. It had been bigger and even a little important in the past, but 

the main route that had gone through town had been bypassed, and so the economy shrunk 

and the importance diminished. That maybe sounds a little like our towns.  

But God had plans for Colossae, and he sent Pastor Epaphras to be a missionary in Colossae and 

start a congregation there. It worked. Even in a shrinking town full of Gentiles.  

But it wasn’t all flowers and sunshine. Some false teachers wanted to insist on Old Testament 

laws. Other false teachers said that only the real, super Christians would get the full knowledge 

of God and be really saved. And still more false teachers felt that matter and physical things are 

evil, and spirit things are good. They said Jesus didn’t really have a human body, and they 

considered angels worthy of worship. The congregation in Colossae was under attack, and was 

suffering.  

In fact, Pastor Epaphras was so concerned about the false teachings that people were buying 

into and the damage it was having on the congregation that he took a trip of ,1,300 miles to get 

some help from the Apostle Paul in Rome.  

It seemed like things weren’t going all that well.  The church didn’t seem all that successful. 

Many members were falling away. And yet, this is what Paul wrote to that church: 

The gospel is bearing fruit and growing in the entire world, just as it also has been doing among 

you from the day you heard it and came to know the grace of God in truth. 

That’s good news from Paul. The Gospel grows.  

Consider Jonah’s preaching in the city of Nineveh. In the capital of the Assyrian empire, a city 

that did not know the true God or believe in him or worship him, a empire whose armies would 

attack the Israelites and were known for experimenting with a variety of torture methods, 

Jonah went to preach. He didn’t even want to – you know how he had tried to run away, was 

swallowed by a huge fish, and then again sent to preach in Nineveh. And yet, what happened 

when Jonah, who didn’t want to preach, preached to a city that didn’t know God or seem to be in 

any particular need for him?  

They repented. They heard the Word of God, and they repented. Amazing.  



Back in Colossae, Paul says the same amazing thing had happened to the Colossians. The Gospel 

took root in their hearts. Paul reminded them, “We always thank God, the Father of our Lord 

Jesus Christ, when we pray for you, because we have heard of your faith in Christ Jesus.” 

The Gospel produces faith, as the Holy Spirit brings a person to “know the grace of God in 

truth.” That’s amazing, too.  

The Gospel grows, the kingdom of God spreads, like the branches of that mustard plant 

stretching wider and wider. The Holy Spirit plants faith in person after person through the 

Gospel, revealing to them the grace of God. 

To people who could spend all day long confessing sin after sin after sin, God the Father sent 

Jesus, the Son of God, to be the Son of Man and to give his life as the peace-making sacrifice for 

the sins of the whole world. That’s the grace of God for the whole world; and grace of God which 

is your personal possession through faith.  

But the Gospel is not done there, nor is the Holy Spirit. The kingdom of God does not only grow 

wider and wider like a tree; it also grows higher and higher as Christians like you live changed 

lives, new lives, godly lives that keep getting godlier.  

That was evident in the Colossians, too. “We have heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and the 

love that you have for all the saints because of the hope that is stored up for you in heaven.” 

Their faith couldn’t help but turn into love in their living. It was evident in the Colossian 

Christians, “[Epaphras] is the one who told us about your love in the Spirit.” While Pastor 

Epaphras could see the damage being done by false teachers, he could also see the Gospel 

bearing fruit in the lives of those who held onto the truth.  

Paul said, “The gospel is bearing fruit and growing in the entire world, just as it also has been 

doing among you from the day you heard it and came to know the grace of God in truth.” He 

said that to the Colossians, but he could have said to you too.  

The Gospel grows.  

I don’t know if God will bless us with a bigger town or higher incomes or a stronger economy or 

more stable finances. I don’t know if our congregation will become huge and look super 

successful. I don’t know if our MIA members will come back or if their faith has died and they 

have rejected the Word of Truth, the Gospel, for good. I don’t know if our outreach efforts will 

lead to adding more people to the kingdom of God or if our outreach efforts are showing that 

many in our community are blaspheming and rejecting the Holy Spirit.  

But the Gospel grows, and it’s growing in you.  

God has led you to repentance. God has brought you to faith in Jesus Christ, so that you know 

Jesus is the Savior of the word, and trust that he’s your Savior. 

And it shows in your life, too, as your godly living grows. As your hope for eternal life grows. As 

your love for the saints grows. As your love in the Spirit grows. As you develop a reputation for 

being a worshipper, a Bible-reader, a helper, a listener, a generous person, a self-less person, and 

more, all because your have faith in Jesus Christ and because of the hope that is stored up for 

you in heaven. Amen. 

 

  



 

Text: Colossians 3:1-8 

Growing faith is obvious – not because we can see faith, but because we can see its fruit. 

3We always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, when we pray for you, 4because we have heard of your faith 

in Christ Jesus and the love that you have for all the saints 5because of the hope that is stored up for you in heaven. You 

have already heard about this in the word of truth, the gospel 6that is present with you now. The gospel is bearing fruit 

and growing in the entire world, just as it also has been doing among you from the day you heard it and came to know 

the grace of God in truth. 7You learned this from Epaphras, our dear fellow servant, who is a faithful minister of Christ on 

your behalf. 8He is the one who told us about your love in the Spirit.  

 


