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“Is Marriage Really Til Death Do Us Part?” 

 

Grace, mercy, and peace are yours from God, the Creator. Amen. 

 

Dear Christians, we live in a culture that is against marriage. We live in a culture that wants to 

redefine what marriage is or who a marriage can be between. We live in a culture that offers no-

fault, easy divorce. We live in a culture that wants men to go ahead and marry men or women 

to go ahead and marry women. Where will it go next? How long will it be before our culture 

says that 3 people can be married to each other? Our culture says that an adult cannot have sex 

with a child, but how long will that last? We live in a culture that is against marriage and offers 

any and every excuse for a person to leave a marriage or to justify having an affair in a 

marriage. And even if we are champions for marriage, we have sinful hearts and sinful 

attitudes, and times when we are weak and times when we like hearing what our culture has to 

say.  

It's no surprise why our culture is so mixed up about marriage. Our culture doesn’t know the 

answer to the question: Who makes the rules about marriage?  

I’m sure you’ve heard our culture’s answer. Marriage is a social construct say the experts. 

Marriage is whatever the society or the culture says it is. Marriage can change, they say. 

Marriage can be adjusted or expanded. We’re too advanced these days to keep using an outdated 

idea of marriage, say the experts. We’ve moved past slavery, so let’s move past old-fashioned 

marriage too. 

That’s not a new idea though. Way back in 1st century Palestine, some Pharisees came up to 

Jesus with a question that might seem surprising to you. They asked Jesus, “Is it lawful for a 

man to divorce his wife for any reason?”  They even had a Bible passage to back it up – 

Deuteronomy 24.  

Doesn’t that attitude sound like our culture and our no-fault divorces? If it’s no fun anymore, go 

ahead and get a divorce. If you’re not happy, well, wouldn’t God want you to be happy? If she’s 

lost her 25-year-old figure and it’s no fun for you anymore, move on. If he used to be really 

romantic, but now he doesn’t really try and he’s comfortable belching out loud anytime he 

wants, move on. If your spouse is doing it for you anymore, move on, get a divorce, and go be 

happy with someone else. The Pharisees were promoting that thinking. Our culture promotes 

that thinking. All because we think the delusional thought: that we make the rules for 

marriage.  

One of the ways you can see that delusional thinking, deeper down inside of us, is the way we 

often talk about love in our culture. What’s the phrase we use? Falling in love.  

Let’s think about falling for a second. If you’re up on a ladder and you lean over too far and lose 

your balance and fall off the ladder, how much control do you have at that point? None, right? 

When you’re falling, you can flail your arms and shout as much as you want, but you have no 

control when you’re falling.  

So what about falling in love? How much control does a person have about falling in love? And 

isn’t that glamourized by our culture in movies and stories and TV shows? That true love means 

you’re head over heels, I’m all shook up, you’re swept off your feet, and it’s wonderful. 



But then our sinful nature kicks in and nods in agreement with our culture that says, “You’ve 

got to follow your heart. If you’ve fallen in love, that’s legitimate.” Feelings become ultimate 

test of right and wrong!  

And so our culture says that it’s okay if you’ve fallen out of love with your wife and you’ve 

fallen in love with someone else, you should be with the one you love. Our culture says that if 

you’re having feelings for someone, and you just can’t be satisfied unless you pursue them, go 

ahead.  

You know why feelings are such a terrible basis for relationships, sex, and marriage. Because 

feelings are a rollercoaster and they’re not consistent and they’re not reliable and if feelings are 

the basis of your relationship, it won’t last. If feelings are the basis of your marriage, your 

marriage won’t last.  

But you know what else is tough? If you are in a marriage, and you’re practical enough to know 

that God wants you to stay married and that you know there’s no such thing as a perfect 

marriage and that some days are going to be a little rough, you know there’s still trouble, right?  

How many times have you fallen for this thinking? “Marriage takes teamwork. When my 

spouse starts doing their part better, then I’ll be ready to keep working too.”  

Isn’t it so easy to think that your marriage could be better and happier if your spouse would 

step up their game? What if a husband could spend one less hour working and one more hour 

being present and helpful at home? Or spend that extra hour getting flowers and writing a 

romantic note? Wouldn’t that make marriage better? What if a wife could spend as much time 

as she seems to spend thinking about all the stuff her husband didn’t do for her, listing and 

appreciating all the things he does do for her, and give her husband credit for providing a house 

and food and a nice car and a nice vacation? Wouldn’t that make marriage a little better?  

But how destructive that thinking is though! I’m going to wait for you to go first. When you 

show me that you really mean it, then I’ll respond, but until then, I’m waiting for you to take 

the first step.  

It’s no surprise that we get marriage all mixed up and all wrong. We’re bombarded by a culture 

that thinks marriage is a human invention, and our own sinful natures like some of that 

thinking, like being able to ignore accountability for our thoughts, words, and actions.  

But we have really good news that gives us a reason to hope that we might actually get marriage 

right and we might actually be blessed in marriage. 

To the Pharisees that wanted no-fault divorce, Jesus took them way, way back to the first ever 

Friday, and he said, “Haven’t you read that from the beginning their Maker ‘made them male 

and female,’ and said, ‘For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to 

his wife, and the two will be one flesh’? So they are no longer two, but one flesh. Therefore what 

God has joined together, man must not separate.” 

What did Jesus remind them of? What does Jesus remind us of? Marriage comes from God. 

Marriage was part of God’s plan, from the very beginning. In fact, marriage was part of God’s 

plan for the perfect world with no sin in it, and even after the fall into sin, God let us keep the 

gift of marriage.  

Jesus tells us that marriage is a unique, special relationship. Jesus says that one plus one equals 

one. He says that marriage isn’t something you can change the definition of, nor is marriage 

something that you do for a while, but you might move on from if you fall out of love or if you 

want to pursue someone else that you’ve fallen in love with. In fact, Jesus says, one plus one 

equals one and “what God has joined together, man must not separate.”  



That’s a hard saying because it tells us that all the excuses, all the selfishness, all the desires we 

have to try to ignore accountability are bogus. They don’t cut it with God. Marriage isn’t a toy 

for us to play with; it’s a precious gift from God, and he wants us to treat it accordingly, because 

he wants to bless us.  

God gave us the gift of marriage to be a blessing. And in order to get it right, and to be blessed in 

marriage we’ve got to look at how God designed marriage, not how our culture would like to 

define marriage. 

How did God love you? Did God fall in love with you, and then decide to send Jesus to save you? 

No way! That could never have happened. There’s nothing desirable about sinners. There’s 

nothing beautiful about rebelling against God. There’s nothing lovely about unrighteousness. 

God did not fall in love with you. God chose to love you.  

God chose to love you, and so he sent Jesus to clean up your mess. Jesus swept up all your sins 

into one big pile, bagged’em up, and threw it over his should, and he carried your sins way out 

far away past the horizon so they’re gone.  

God chose to love you, and so he made you fit for heaven, because he’s got a place prepared for 

you to come and live with him forever.  

God showed us what true love is like because he didn’t look down on us from heaven and say, 

“Once you guys start worshipping me and glorifying me, I’ll send Jesus to save you.” No, God 

said, “I’ll go first, while you’re still in your sins, I’m going to send Jesus to reconcile us.” Godly 

love is ready to sacrifice for the good of the one who’s loved. That’s the kind of love God has for 

you. 

But what do we do about all this? This is a hard saying! Even the disciples thought so! They said, 

“If this is the relationship of a man with his wife, it is better not to marry.” They thought it 

sounded too hard to be godly and sacrificial and to choose to love. It’s a tall task! How are you, if 

you’re married now or get married in the future, every going to be able to do it? 

Jesus said, “Not everyone can accept this saying, but only those to whom it has been given. The 

one who is able to accept this should accept it.” 

What do you do? How do you accept this? Do you understand it? 

Repent. You know the many sins you’ve committed when it comes to marriage and romantic 

relationships and sex. You also know Jesus who took away each one of those sins. He forgives 

you. He left you spotless, clean, and pure. That’s God’s love to you.  

God’s sacrificial, choosing love is your fuel for marriage. When you get forgiven by God, you’re 

able to forgive your spouse. When you realize the patience God has had with you, suddenly you 

have more patience with your spouse. When you realize that Jesus has been kinder to you than 

you deserve, then you’ve extra kindness to show your spouse.  

Then you get it that God shows love to you, and he shows love through you, you get to be a 

conduit that God’s love flows through to your spouse with that same forgiveness, kindness, 

mercy, and you get to be a blessing to the person you are one with.  

Rejoice in God’s forgiveness. Rejoice in God’s love. Rejoice in God’s gift of marriage. Amen. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Text: Matthew 19:1-12 

Jesus clearly explains God’s plan for marriage, God’s plan since the creation of the world. 

When Jesus had finished saying these things, he left Galilee and went to the region of Judea beyond the Jordan. 2 Large 

crowds followed him, and he healed them there. 3 Some Pharisees came in order to test him. They asked, “Is it lawful for a 

man to divorce his wife for any reason?” 

4 He answered, “Haven’t you read that from the beginning their Maker ‘made them male and female,’ 5 and said, ‘For this 

reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will be one flesh’? 6 So they are no 

longer two, but one flesh. Therefore what God has joined together, man must not separate.” 

7 They asked him, “Then why did Moses command a man to give her a certificate of divorce and send her away?” 

8 Jesus said to them, “Because of your hard hearts, Moses permitted you to divorce your wives, but it was not that way 

from the beginning. 9 I tell you that whoever divorces his wife, except on the grounds of her sexual immorality, and 

marries another woman is committing adultery.” 

10 His disciples said to him, “If this is the relationship of a man with his wife, it is better not to marry.” 

11 But he said to them, “Not everyone can accept this saying, but only those to whom it has been given. 12 For example, 

there are eunuchs who were born that way, and others who were castrated by people, and others who decided to remain 

unmarried because of the kingdom of heaven. The one who is able to accept this should accept it.” 

 


