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“Trust in God Makes Forgiveness Possible” 

 

Grace, mercy, and peace to you from God. Amen. 

 

Dear Christians, how hard is it for you to forgive? The little stuff doesn’t sound all that hard – a 

forgotten appointment, a missed birthday card – either to forgive or to brush off as not all that 

important either way. What about the big stuff? What about years of being picked on? What 

about a lawsuit? What about outright hatred? How hard is it for you to forgive someone who 

has hurt you, even someone who did it on purpose?  

This past week, the kids at our Bible camp spent four days reviewing the life of a man named 

Joseph. He faced a great deal of hardship and injustice in his life, at the hands of his own 

brothers….and he forgave them. I want to review Joseph’s life with you this morning as we seek 

to learn a lesson about how to forgive.  

Joseph’s family was a mess. The kind of mess that could even make a person wonder, “How 

could God love those people. Jacob, the dad, had kids with four different women, and was 

married to two of them at the same time. The family was a mess. There were 12 boys in the 

family, and there was rivalry between them based on the different mothers. But they all agreed 

on one thing: they didn’t like Joseph. Joseph was the son of Jacob’s favorite wife. He spoiled 

Joseph. He bought special gifts – for Joseph. One in particular was a colorful coat, an expensive 

gift to show off. He didn’t make Joseph do the same hard work as the older brothers, but he did 

let Joseph watch his brothers and tattle on them.  

Then came the dreams. Joseph had a dream from God that showed him a small piece of the 

future – that his brothers would serve under him. And what did Joseph do? He told his brothers 

all about it. They hated him even more. 

Then another dream, this time including his own parents – and Joseph told them all about it. 

His brothers hated him even more.  

Joseph was sent out to find his brothers, who were way up north watching the flocks, and when 

they saw Joseph coming towards them, the brothers cooked up a plan: let’s just kill him, and 

blame it on a wild animal. The oldest tried to hold them back; he suggested they merely toss 

him into a dry well and punish him a little to teach him a lesson.  

But then, along came some traders, traders who were willing to buy people, and the murderous 

brothers decided they might as well get some cash out of the deal, plus get rid of Joseph. So they 

sold their own brother, over his protests, sobbing, and pleading. They sold Joseph to be a slave. 

Then they broke their dad’s heart by making up a story about a wild animal having killed him. 

Could Joseph forgive his brothers for this? 

As for Joseph, he was sold to be a slave in Egypt, to a man named Potiphar. Joseph, to his credit, 

worked hard, and God blessed his work to be successful. Potiphar kept raising him higher and 

higher in the household until Joseph was serving as the manager over all of Potiphar’s assets. 

Trouble came, though when Potiphar’s wife noticed how smart, how young, how handsome, 

how muscular this slave was. She tried to get him alone. She pressured him, but he resisted, and 

finally he ran out of the house when she grabbed him, and ended up leaving his garment 

behind. The wife told Potiphar a rather different version of the story, and Potiphar threw 

Joseph into the king’s prison. Could Joseph forgive his brothers for getting him into this mess? 



In prison, Joseph worked hard, and the warden took a liking to him, entrusting Joseph to 

oversee the other prisoners. The warden had never had life so good with a prisoner who was 

doing his job for him.  

Then the dreams came. There were to high-ranking officials, and each had a dream that 

disturbed them. When they confided in Joseph, God gave Joseph the meaning of the dreams – 

that the chief cupbearer would get his job back and that the chief baker would be executed, both 

in three days. And it happened, just like Joseph said it would. The chief cupbearer, however, 

forget about Joseph for the next two years. Could Joseph still trust God after all of this? Could 

Joseph forgive his brothers after all of this?  

Two years later, the God’s plan was ready. Pharaoh, mighty king of Egypt, had two dreams. He 

couldn’t sleep. They were strange and he couldn’t figure out what they meant. Pharaoh 

summoned his wise men. They couldn’t figure it out either. Finally, the cupbearer remembered 

his failure – the prisoner Joseph, who interpreted dreams. Joseph was brought from the prison 

to the desperate Pharaoh, and again, God gave Joseph the interpretation of the dreams: there 

would be seven years of good harvest, followed by seven years of terrible famine. Joseph 

suggested that those seven years of good harvest had to be carefully stored to survive the seven 

years of famine.  

Pharaoh and his advisers couldn’t think of anyone better for the job than Joseph himself, and so 

Pharaoh appointed Joseph to be second in command of all Egypt. Joseph faithfully stored grain 

during the seven good years. In fact, those years were so good that Joseph’s accounting 

department gave up trying to keep track of all the grain.  

Then, as predicted, the famine struck. It struck not only Egypt, but it seems, the whole known 

world. It affected Joseph’s family back in the land of Canaan, and they came down to Egypt to 

buy food to survive the famine.  

They didn’t even recognize Joseph. But Joseph recognized them. And he tested them, wanting to 

see what they were like now, all those years later. Were they treating his younger brother, 

Benjamin, with jealousy too?  

Eventually, Joseph revealed himself to his brothers, and he forgave them. In fact, he moved the 

whole family down, was reunited with his father, Jacob, who was still alive.  

After some time, Jacob died and was buried, and now the brothers were worried again. What if, 

they thought, what if Joseph was waiting for dad to die, and now he’s going to pay us back what 

we deserve for what we did to him? So they sent him a message asking him to forgive them 

(again) and that they were ready to be his slaves.  

Had Joseph really forgiven them? Could he truly forgive them for what they had done?  

But Joseph said to them, “Don’t be afraid. Am I in the place of God? You planned evil against me; 

God planned it for good to bring about the present result—the survival of many people.  

Therefore don’t be afraid. I will take care of you and your children.” And he comforted them and 

spoke kindly to them. 

How could Joseph be so forgiving? Was it easy for him to be forgiving since he was rich and 

powerful now? I don’t think so. His brothers sold him to be a slave! 

So how could Joseph forgive? He explains it with a question: “Am I in the place of God?”  

Vengeance is mine sayeth the Lord. Joseph knew that. Joseph knew that it wasn’t his job to 

punish or exact vengeance on his brothers, even though they deserved it and he had the means 

to do it. Joseph knew that God was in control, and that even though his brothers had done evil 



to him, God worked it out for good. Joseph trusted that God would handle his brothers God’s 

way, and whatever that turned out to be, Joseph trusted God. 

Joseph isn’t the only person in the world to have hard and terrible things happen in his life. I 

know each of you has had different struggles in life. You’ve been mistreated and hurt by some 

of the people in your life. And forgiving is hard, yet Joseph could do it because he trusted God. 

And you can too, for the same reason.  

God tells us to do the same thing that Joseph did. He tells us in Ephesians, “Be kind and 

compassionate to one another, forgiving each other…just as in Christ, God forgave you.”  

Just as God forgave you, in Christ.  

Vengeance is mine sayeth the Lord. That’s a terrifying thought. As many bad things as we could 

report about other people having done to us, our own record of behavior isn’t clean either. 

We’ve also been on the giving end of mistreatment, mean words, hateful thoughts and God says 

that’s not okay. God is the judge, and he’ll get vengeance his way. 

Thank God that God is in the place of God! Here’s how God got his vengeance for your sins: he 

sent Jesus be tortured and to die in your place. God unleashed his full vengeance, anger, 

retribution, punishment, and wrath on Jesus in your place.  

In Jesus Christ, God forgave you for everything. God says your record is clean.  

You are forgiven and you are free to forgive others.  

Just like God had a plan in Joseph’s life, God had a plan to handle your sins and has a plan for 

your life. Trust God. He had the perfect plan to handle your sins. He has the perfect plan for 

your life on earth, and plan that through thick and thin, ends with you in heaven to be with God 

forever. Amen.  

 

 

Text: Genesis 50:15-21 

Joseph forgives his brothers and gives glory to God. 

When Joseph’s brothers saw that their father was dead, they said to one another, “If Joseph is holding a grudge against 

us, he will certainly repay us for all the suffering we caused him.” 

16 So they sent this message to Joseph, “Before he died your father gave a command: 17 ‘Say this to Joseph: Please forgive 

your brothers’ transgression and their sin—the suffering they caused you.’ Therefore, please forgive the transgression of 

the servants of the God of your father.” Joseph wept when their message came to him. 18 His brothers also came to him, 

bowed down before him, and said, “We are your slaves!” 

19 But Joseph said to them, “Don’t be afraid. Am I in the place of God?20 You planned evil against me; God planned it for 

good to bring about the present result—the survival of many people. 21 Therefore don’t be afraid. I will take care of you 

and your children.” And he comforted them and spoke kindly to them. 

 


